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ISLAMABAD (AFP) — - Pakistani investigators have arrested a 
pan who is bdwved to have fi n a n ced die bombing that destroyed 
flic Egyptian embassy here last month. Interior Minister Naseeml- 
bh Babarsc d Sunday. He said the man, whom be did dot identify, 
was arrested m the frontier with Afghanistan, indicating he may 
htwto® trying to slip across the bonier. The minister, who made 
the msdosnre m the National Assembly, did not say when the 
attest was made nor gave ocher details. Officials later described 
•die arrest a breakthrough in the probe into the Nov. 19 blast that 
.trifled 17 people and mjnred 60. Hie minister also «airf the 
authorities were trying to identity a victim of the bombing whose 
maimed bod y is ty ing at a mortuary in Islamabad. The investiga 


and the U.S. Federal 
said the FBI team was 


mskat * l by 

a, . Bureau of Investigation 

, v here only for the 

\ used in the bombing. 'They are sending the evidence regarding 
’ j the explosive to the United States for analysis brca u s f in Pakistan 
we do not have the necessary expertise, n he said. 
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Syria: No talks over warning stations 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian leaden will refuse to discus 
placing Israeli early warning stations on the Golan Heights with 
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross set for a new shuttle mission to the 
region, state radio said Sunday. “As the American peace 
coordinator Dennis Ross prepares for a new tour, Syria repeals its 
commitment to the peace process, but says it is out of the question 
to discuss ideas threatening its sovereignty which mainly concern 
early warning stations," Radio Damascus said. Mr. Ross is to 
arrive in Israel on Monday before travelling to Syria in a new bid 
to bring the two countries back to the negotiating table. Both sides 
have signalled in the past weeks a new willingness to return to talks 
which broke down in June, when they failed to make any headway 
over security arrangements to accompany an eventual Israeli 
withdrawal from the strategic heights. Damascus has proposed 
that Israel should rely on satellite information to monitor 
movements on the Heights. ' 
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Palestinian police begin 
Bethlehem deployment 

1 million registered for self-rule elections 


BETHLEHEM (Agencies) 
— Jubilant Palestinians 
zhanted “we don't want to 
. see the Zionists anymore" as 
. they welcomed a first unit of 
Palestinian police to the 
. Bethlehem area on Sunday in 
advance of an Israeli pullout 
' this month. 

A dozen Palestinian police 
-officers took up their posts at 

- an Israeli-Palestine Libera- 
don Organisation ( PLO ) 
liaison office on the outskirts 
of the West Bank city as a 
local boy scoot band played 
and hundreds of residents 

! sheered. 

; “(PLO Chairman Yasser) 
Ararat will come and visit 
Bethlehem soon and he will 

- share in the Christmas festiv- 
als," Ziad A1 Atrash, a 

■ Palestinian officer in the 
liaison bnrean, told the 
-arowd. 

“I ask yon to be calm so we 
'ran have peace between ns 
'and our neighbours. This is 
the fruit of peace," he added. 

Bethlehem is the tradition- 
al birthplace of Jesus Christ. 
Israeli soldiers are doe to quit 
the city on Dec. 18. 

“It wQl be the first Christ- 
mas celebration under 
Palestinian authority in 
almost 30 years,” Mr. Atrash 
-iaid. 

In RamaUah, the head of 
die Palestinian electoral com- 


mission said meanwhile more 
than a million Palestinians 
had registered to vote for 
historic first elections on Jan. 
20 . 

“We can say from now on 
that we have a voting fist,” 
Saeb Erakat told a news con- 
ference. “We never had it 
before." 

Dr. Erakat, who is also 
local government minister, 
said “ over one milli on poten- 
tial voters have registered for 
the first Palestinian elec- 
tion." 

The exact number of reg- 
istered voters in tbe Gaza 
Strip 1 and West Bank will be 
released in the next few days. 

Some 71,000 Palestinians 
have registered in East Jeru- 
salem but that number should 
increase, said Dr. Erakat, 
head of the Palestinian cen- 
tral electoral commission. 

Low voter registration in 
East Jerusalem has con- 
cerned Palestinian officials 
because it could bolster 
Israel's claim to the Holy City* 
as its undivided capital. 

About 350,000 Palestinians 
registered in the Gaza Strip, 
Osama Abu Safiyeh, election 
coordinator for the area, told 
local newspapers. 

Tbe voter registration cam- 
paign ended Saturday but 
Palestinians wifi still be able 
to register over the next 10 


days, officials said. 

A final voter registration 
list is to be published on Dec. 
30 and on foe same day, a 
22-day election campaign will 


begin. 

Not 


fominaiions for candi- 
dates will begin Dec. 10 and 
run until Dec. 21. The final 
candidates list will also be 
published on Dec. 30. 

“There is nothing in tbe 
electoral law or agreement 
with the Israeli side that pre- 
vents any Palestinian from 
j as a candidate,” 
Erakat said, responding 
to charges that some groups 
were being excluded. 

Dr. Erakat also said that 
an additional seat is being 
added to the autonomy coun- 
cil to include Palestinian 
Christian representatives, so 
the body wfll now have a total 
of 83 members. Voters will 
also elect a president of the 
executive council. 

At tiie liaison office, in 
Bethlehem, Palestinian 
policemen hoisted a Palesti- 
nian flag next to an Israeli 
one and put up a picture of 
Mr. Ararat 

A group of about 25 
Palestinian policemen also 
deployed on Sunday for the 
first time in Nablus, the big- 
gest Palestinian city in the 
West Bank, witnesses said. 


Clinton orders troops to Bosnia 
to enforce Dayton peace accord 

SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 

'U.S. President Bill Clinton 
ordered the deployment of 
700 American troops to Bos- 
ua on Sunday as part of a 
VATO peacekeeping force 
ud dismissed objections 
from Serb hardliners to a 
peace accord. 

Mr. Clinton said die adv- 
mce contingent would do 
'preparatory work*’ to dear 
he way for tbe arrival of a 
SO, 000-strong North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
'NATO) force charged with 
x&ring the peace deal en- 
fing four years of war in 
- xmner Yugoslavia. 

“Those people will be 
going into the area over the 
text couple of days,” Mr. 

3mton told a news confer- 
ence in Madrid. 

Mr. Clinton's move marks 
be first substantial commit- 
neat of American ground 
loops to Bosnia, though 
U.S. warplanes played the 
eading role in NATO air 
action over Bosnia over the 
test three years. 

Washington had refused to 
tend U.S. troops to ex- 
Yugoslavia until the warring 


factions agreed a peace 
accord. 

In Naples, Italy,. NATO 
said advance troops of the 
peace implementation force 
(IFOR) in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina will leave 
NATO’s southern co mman d 
base for Zagreb, capital of 
Croatia, Tuesday or Wednes- 
day. 

A statement from alliance 
headquarters said personnel 
would begin deploying to 
Zagreb next week following 
NATO’s decision Friday to 
authorise the deployment of 
a 2,600-strong enabling force 
to pave tbe way for me foil 
implementation force to 
move into Bosnia. 

Tbe enabling force will 
comprise technical and logis- 
tics staff tasked with setting 
up communications links 
establishing headquarters 
and preparing infrastructure 
so that the main NATO body 
of 60,000 troops, backed up 
by an estimated 40,000 sup- 
port staff, can deploy speedi- 
ly once a definitive peace 
accord is agned. 

Bosnian Serb hardliners, 
including political leader 


Radovan Rwrarfgfc and army 
commander Ratko Mladic, 
have condemned the U.S.- 
brokered peace accord, de- 
manding fresh negotiations to 
divide the capital Sarajevo. 

Mr. Clinton played down 
the threat posed by Mr. Mla- 
dic and other hardliners, 
saying Serin an President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic — patron of 
the separatist Serbs — had 
committed himself to the 
peace deal. 

“When you make a peace 
agreement, not everybody is 
happy with it,” Mr. Clinton 
said, underlining that Gener- 
al Mladic was not one of the 
participants in the peace talks 
which concluded last month 
in Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. Clinton said all three 
Bosnian factions — Serbs, 
Croats and Muslims — were 
dissatisfied with aspects of 
tbe accord. 

But he said Mr. Milosevic, 
who negotiated on behalf of 
tire Bosnian Serbs, “made 
strong commitments which 
he wfll have to fulfill to se- T 
cure the support of the Bos- 
nian Serb leaders for this 
agreement.” 


Egyptian opposition vows to secure 
foothold in second-round elections 


»«■ 


JAIRO (Agencies) — Tbe 
Egyptian opposition vowed 
•unday to overcome its first 
uond whitewash' in general 
lections by winning a foot- 
old in parliament in this 
teek's run-offs. 

One of the opposition par- 
ies, Wafd, threatened to 
oycott run-off to protest 
pvernment “fraud” in tbe 
cret round. 

“Wafd is studying the pos- 
ibility of boycotting the 
econd round and will come 
o a decision Monday or 
Tuesday,” the liberal party's 
econd in command, Ibrahim 
^essuki Abazam, told a press 
■■anfcrence. 

Another Wafd official told 
; \FP that the party’s leader 
, ? wad Serrageddin, did not 
ttpport a boycott. 

"He is not in favour of this 
ilteraative because he still 
hopes that a dozen Wafd 
candidates can win seats,” 
Yousef Zaki said. 

But Mr. Abaza said: 
‘Even if the government 
tflows the opposition to win' 
iome seats in the poll, it will 
se no compensation because 
ill the standard-bearers were 
eliminated in the first 
found.” 

“Even if 1 think none of 
pur will be elected 

fo tiie second round because 


of tbe cheating we have no 
other choice before God and 
the people to accomplish our 
duty,” Seif A1 Islam Hassan 
A1 Banna, the son of the 
founder of the outlawed Mus- 
lim Broterhood and a first 
round loser, told AFP. 

Mamoun A1 Hodeiby, 
Brotherhood spokesman, 
said: “Despite the massive 
arrests in our ranks since the 
start of the year, we remain 
the main opposition force 
with 27 candidates still in tbe 
running.” 

Mustafa Bakri, one of two 
candidates still in the poll for 
tbe Ahrar pro-Islamist party, 
vowed that “after the set- 
backs in tire first round due to 
vote rigging, the opposition 
must fijpit even harder to be 
heard in parliament” 

“Opposition deputies will 
not be able to adopt or block 
legislation but will be able to 
denounce tbe government’s 
practices,” said Hamdi Saba- 
hi, from the left-wing Nasser- 
ist party. 

An independent monitor- 
ing group said tbe first-round 
elections were rigged and 
dearly biased tdwards the 
ruling party. 

The Egyptian electoral 
monitoring committee listed 
in a faxed statement instances 
of gross violations in cam- 


jaigning for and during 
Wednesday’s poll, joining the 
opposition parties which have 
lambasted the elections and 
cried foul play. 

“The electoral campaign 
for 1995 began with en- 
couraging promises until vot- 
ing day, which was rife with 
violations, some of them flag- 
rant and very severe,” the 
group said. 

On Saturday, the Interior 
Ministry, which for months 
has joined the government m 
promising elections of unpre- 
cedented fairness, said Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP) had won 124 out of 
137 seats so for decided. 

It said tiie opposition par- 
ties, most of which boycotted 
tbe last elections in 1990, 
foiled to win a single seat and 
independents took 13 seats. 

A second round poll will be 
held on Wednesday to deter- 
mine who will gain the re- 
maining 307 seats at stake. 

“We have recommended 
that magistrates be present in 
all polling stations, that peo- 
ple delegated by candidates 
receive official permission to 
act as scrutineers and that the 
operations be fair/’ the 
monitoring committee said in 
a statement. 
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Hashemiyeh 


Majesty King Hussein speaks 
University during a tour of the university after he formally launched the institution 
on Sunday (Petra photo) 

King formally launches 
Hashemiyeh University 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day unveiled a commemora- 
tive plaque at the Ha&he- 
miyeh University in Zarqa, 
marking the official opening 
of the university, which this 
year admitted 560 students at 
its faculties of science, art, 
economy and administrative 
and educational sciences. 

The King inspected the va- 
rious sections of the universi- 
ty, including the laboratories, 
library, instruction rooms 
and was briefed on them by 
the respective section beads. 

In a statement to the press. 
King Hussein said the inau- 
guration of the Hashemiy eh 
University “is a new starting 
point on the path of the 
promising future that we are 
all working for." 

The King said be pinned 
great hopes on the universi- 
ty’s contribution to Jordan 
and Jordanians. 

Upon arrival at the uni- 
versity campus. King Hus- 
sein, accompanied by His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
Ben A! Hussein, was re- 
ceived by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
AJ Qasem, military advisor 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Talal Ben Mohammad, cultu- 


ral advisor His Royal High- 
ness Prince Ghazi Ben 
Mohammad, Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid 
and senior civil and military 
officials. 

Addressing the ceremony, 
head of the Royal Commis- 
sion for Hashemiyeh Uni- 
versity Mudar Badran thank- 
ed King Husseini for his pat- 
ronage of the opening cere- 
mony and his continuous sup- 
port for tiie university. 

He reviewed the phases 
and progress of work since a 
Royal Decree was issued on 
June 1991 establishing the 
Royal Commission for tbe 
Hashemiyeh University. 

Mr. Badran also reviewed 
the university's message, 
“winch focuses on interaction 
with local community and 
helping address local com- 
munity needs in the areas of 
education, culture, environ- 
ment, agriculture, industry 
and health.” 

Mr. Badran said work had 
been divided into two stages; 
the first stage cost JD 20 
million. He said the commis- 
sion had been able, through 
its own efforts and en- 
deavours, to find some fund-- 
ing sources that will supple- 
ment the eight per cent of 
customs duties ami additional 


taxes allotted to the universi- 
ty by the government. 

Also addressing the cere- 
mony was Mo hamma d Ham- 
dan, tbe university president, 
who said the university would 
accommodate some 12,000 
students once the second and 
final stage was completed. 
He said 7,000 students from 
Zarqa Governorate were 
now attending nniveirities in 
the various parts of tiie King- 
dom. 

He reviewed the universi- 
ty’s plans to play an active 
role in serving the local com- 
munities, through undertak- 
ing field studies and surveys 
on community problems and 
concents. 

Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Rateb A1 Saud told Petra 
the inauguration of the 
Hashemiyeh University 
brings to five the number of 
official universities, in addi- 
tion to A1 al Bayt University, 
which is an official Islamic 
university, nine national uni- 
versities and two university 
colleges awarding bachelor 
degrees. Dr. Saud added that 
more than 70,000 students 
were attending state universi- 
ties in Jordan, including 
9,000 non-Jordanian stu- 
dents. 


Millon leaves Jordan after affirming 
French interest in strengthening ties 


By P.V. Vfrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — French Defence 
Minister Charles Millon en- 
ded a two-day visit to Jordan 
on Sunday after affirming his 
country's keen interest in 
consolidating relations with 
the Kingdom and in extend- 
ing military assistance to the 
Jordanian Armed Forces. 

An agreement on military 
cooperation that Mr. Millon 
signed with Prime Minister 
and Defence Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker on Saturday 
includes provisions for supply 
of armaments within a broad 
outline of bilateral relations 
in defence affairs, and an 
annex contains a separate 
protocol on joint military ex- 
ercises and training. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence shortly before his depar- 
ture, Mr. Millon said the 
agreement formalised “con- 
tinued consultations between 
the two countries on various 
aspects of military coopera- 
tion.” 

Answering questions, he 
said Jordan and France were 
not discussing an “upgrad- 
ing” of the Kingdom’s 31 
French-build Mirage F-l 
fighters but "the upkeep and 
maintenance” of the war- 
planes. 

“As the country which sup- 
plied the planes in the first 
place, it is only natural that 
we have a concern over their 


upkeeping and mainte- 
nance, ” said Mr. Millon with- 
out elaboration. 

The French defence minis- 
ter, who held talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein, Sharif 
Zeid and Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs-of-Staff General 
Abdul Hafez Mirai on Satur- 
day, visited the Royal Jorda- 
nian Air Force on Sunday for 
a first-hand review of the air 
force’s needs. 

Mr. Millon noted that Jor- 
dan was the first Middle East- 
ern country that be was visit- 
ing as French defence minis- 
ter and said it reflected “our 
keen interest in building rela- 
tions with Jordan.” 

“We attach high esteem to 
Jordan’s contribution to the 
security and stability of the 
region and its role in the 
peace process,” said the 
minister. 

He explained that the furus 
given to modernising Ior- 
dan’s self-defence abilities 
stemmed from the general 
principle that “it is essential 
to have a balance of power 
among the partners to peace 
so that they would respect 
peace.” 

“A balance of power is also 
needed to enhance confi- 
dence” among tbe parlies, he 
added. 

Mr. Millon said his talks 
with the King dealt with the 
Middle East peace process, 
Iraq, efforts for peace in the 
former Yugoslavia and other 


regional and international 
issues as well as Jordanian- 
French relations. 

■ On Iraq, be reiterated that 
the Baghdad government had 
to abide by and fulfill all 
requirements spelled out in 
the United Nations resolu- 
tions related to the Gulf crisis 
sparked by its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. At the 
same time, be said, France 
also appreciated that the peo- 
ple of Iraq were suffering as a 
result of the sweeping inter- 
national sanctions imposed 
on tbeir country. 

“It is unacceptable that the 
people of Iraq pay the price 
for the mistake of their lead- 
ers,” Mr. Millon said. 

France “stands ready to 
help” Iraq meet the “huma- 
nitarian needs” of to alleviate 
“the unbearable suffering” of 
the Iraqi people, he said in 
what was seen as indirect call 
on Baghdad to accept a 
U.N.-offered limited sale of 
Iraqi oil to raise funds for the 
country to import food and 
medicine. Baghdad has re- 
jected tbe offer saying the 
terms of the sale infringed on 
Iraq's sovereignty. 

In reply to a question on 
criticism levelled by a French 
army general in Sarajevo 
against the U.S.-brokered 
peace agreement among tbe 
leaders of ex- Yugoslavia, Mr. 
Millon reaffirmed that the 

(Continued mi page 7) 



King welcomes UAE 
leader’s initiative for 
Arab reconciliation 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday welcomed a call 
by United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan for Arab recon- 
ciliation. 

In comments carried by 
UAE television. King 
Hussein described Sheikh 
Zayed's initiative as good 
and timely, and voiced 
hope that it would be 
translated into “reality in 
the life of the Arab Na-' 
tion.” 

King Hussein said there 
might be some differences 
in tiie views of Arab lead- 
ers. However, be stressed 
the need for inter-Arab 
meetings and continuous 
contacts among Arab 
leaders to crystallise com- 
mon convictions that will 
help serve Arab interests. 

Sheikh Zayed's call was 
made in a statement 
Saturday marking the 24 
years of the establishment 
of the UAE as a result of 
the merger of seven Gulf 
emirates, the longest uni- 
ty in modem Arab his- 
tory. 

The UAE president 
said the Arab people were 
hopeful that the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) s ummi t in Muscat 
opening on Monday 
would achieve Arab re- 
conciliation and forgive- 
ness. 

Asked to comment on 
tbe UAE’s national day 
anniversary, King Hus- , 



I 


A 


Sheikh Zayed Al Nahayan 

scin expressed his best 
wishes to Sheikh Zayed 
and tbe people of UAE. 
He said the UAE had 
achieved a lot under tbe 
leadership of Sheikh 
Zayed ana other UAE 
leaders. He wished the 
UAE leadership every 
success and the people cif 
UAE further progress and 
prosperity. 

GCC leaders at the 
three-day Muscat summit 
will also aim, among other 
things (see page 2), for a 
joint common stand on 
Iraq, after Sheikh Zayed's 
call in October for a lifting 
of the embargo on Iraq 
since it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 


Saudi King Fahd 
said ‘seriously’ ill 


DUBAI (AFP) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd is seriously ill 
despite official statements to 
the contrary, raising doubts 
about his ability to govern 
and prompting talks over his 
successor, diplomats and doc- 
tors said Sunday. 

The 74-year-old monarch’s 
condition “is not good," a 
doctor in Riyadh said by tele- 
phone. “If he survives the 
Mood dot he suffered from, 
he will not be able to resume 
his work in the near future. 

Arab diplomats said tbe 
deterioration in the king’s 
health since he was admitted 
to hospital Thursday had 
“opened a debate on his suc- 
cession.” 

■ But the Saudi royal court, 
which has issued a series of 
positive statements about the 
king’s health, said Sunday his 
condition was “reassuring” 
after he suddenly took ill 
because of overwork. 

It added, however, that' 
doctors had advised him to 
"take the time needed to 
rest,” in an indication that he 
would not be returning to his 
duties in the near future. 

Tbe top 30 princes of the 
ruling Saud family have held 
several meetings on who is 
next in line for power, diplo- 
mats said. 

Most agreed to increase 
tbe authority of Crown 
Prince Abdullah, the long’s 
half-brother, while waiting 
for the situation to become 
clear, but tbe princes differed 
over how much power he 
should have, diplomats said. 

Several sources said Prince 
Abdullah would represent 
King Fahd at a summit of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) opening Monday in 
Muscat, although there was 


no official confirmation. 

It would be the first time 
King Fahd, who suffers from 
diabetes, has missed the 
annual summit of the GCC 
states of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Oman since the council was 
founded in 1980. 

King Fahad’s health is 
being closely followed by the 
world’s financial markets 
which fear instability in Saudi 
Arabia, the world's biggest 
oil producer and exporter 
which is sitting on one quar- 
ter of global reserves. 

Tbe Saudi authorities have 
played down growing spe- 
culation about their leader's 
health since he was taken to 
King Faisal hospital in 
Riyadh for what were de- 
scribed as “routine medical 
tests.” 

A team of American doc- 
tors flown to Saudi Arabia 
concluded his condition "was 
reassuring and was not a 
cause for concern” after giv- 
ing him “a complete medical 
examination” on Friday and 
Saturday, a cabinet statement 
said Sunday. 

“Tbe sudden health trou- 
bles suffered by the king were 
caused by exhaustion because 
of pressure at work,” it 
quoted doctors as saying. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saudi Al Faisal said 
Saturday after arriving in 
Muscat for a pre-summit 
meeting of the GCC that the 
king would leave the hospital 
on Sunday and appear on 
television to reassure his peo- 
ple on the state of his health. 

But he avoided questions 
on Sunday on whether King 
Fahd would attend the GCC 
summit. 


Russia proposes Mideast security system 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev, who is visiting 
Israel, has proposed a region- 
al security system for the 
Middle East and offered to 
help set it up, Itar-Tass news 
agency reported on Sunday. 

“Russia is proposing to the 
countries of the Middle East 
and the Gulf tbe creation of a 
regional security system and 
is ready to provide help on 
this question,” Tass said. 

It gave no other details. 

Mr. Grachev, whose visit 


to Israel is tbe first by a 
Russian defence minister, 
said Moscow was pursuing a 
balanced policy in die Middle 
East by maintaining military 
ties with Arab countries as 
well as with Israel. 

On Friday, be signed a 
military cooperation agree- 
ment with Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

Tass reported that Mr. 
Grachev said the pact re- 
flected Russia’s interest in 
Israel’s national security sys- 
tem and in an exchange of 


views between the two coun- 
tries’ specialists in military 
theory. There were also 
opportunities for cooperation 
on the design and modernisa- 
tion of weapons. 

Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minis ter Viktor Posvalyuk 
said, on Saturday in Beirut 
that the agreement with 
Israel did not mean Moscow 
was abandoning ties with 
Syria, with whom Israel is 
still formally at war, or with 
other Arab countries. 

Egyptian foreign Minister 


Amr Musa criticised the 
agreement signed by Israel 
and Russia, saying it did not 
serve regional peace. 

“Any security scenario for 
the region that does not take 
peace into consideration is 
limited, Mr. Mnsa told a 
Cairo news conference. “This 
treaty has no reiatign to 
peace.’” 

Israel Radio reported that 
under tbe accord , Israel 
would help upgrade weapons 
used by Russia and Russian 
weapons used by other coun- 


tries. It also includes visits by 
army officers but gave no 
further details. 

Mr. Mnsa said that no non- 
Mkldle Eastern power conkl 
impose its view on security on 
the region and that the area's 
status would not be characte- 
rised by treaties signed be- 
tween a neighbouring coun- 
try and an external power. 

Mr. Grachev meanwhile 
flew in an Israeli helicopter 
over the Golan Heights, 
military officials said. 
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Terrorism, Iraq high on 
GCC’s agenda in Muscat 


Princess Basma meets team from 
int’l federation for deaf 


MUSCAT (AFP) — The 
fight against terrorism after 
the Riyadh car-bombing and 
the U.N. embargo on Iraq 
are expected to dominate the 
summit of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) which 
opens Monday in the Omani 
capital. 

The meeting takes place 
with speculation surrounding 
the health' of Saudi ruler King 
Fahd, who has been in hos- 
pital since Thursday. 

Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand AI Faisal told reporters 
on arrival here that the 
monarch was in good health 
and would be able to leave 
hospital. Bnt a Gulf Arab 
diplomat said he had suffered 
a blood dot on the brain and 
had been advised to rest, thus 
missing the GCC annual 
gathering for the first time. 

The Saudi a uth o r ities are 
still bunting for the perpetra- 
tors of the Nov. 13 attack on 
U.S. military offices that kil- 
led five Americans and two 
Indians. 

The kingdom’s partners in 
the GCC — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — immediately con- 
demned the bombing claimed 
by militants demanding the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops. 

Golf interior ministers, 
viewing such attacks as a 
threat to the whole region, 
have since decided to step op 
the cooperation — already 
dose — between their police 
forces. 

They acknowledged that 


‘'violence, terrorism, extrem- 
ism and the spread of drugs 
are on the increase” and that 
organised crime was begin- 
ning to take root in the con- 
servative monarchies. 

The issues of the terrorism 
and extremism have figured 
prominently in GCC summits 
since the 1991 Gulf war, 
which evicted Iraq fronm 
Kuwait after seven months of 
occupation. 

GCC leaders at the three- 

day Muscat summit will also 
aim for a joint common on 
Iraq, after UAE President 
Zayed Ben Snltan Al 

Nahayan’s call in October for 
a lifting of the embargo on 
Iraq since it invaded Kuwait 
in August 1990. 

Gulf Arab states have long 
maintained Iraq must comply 
with ah U.N. resolutions be- 
fore the crippling sanctions 
are lifted, but Sheikh Zayed 
laid down no such conditions 
in his call. 

But Qatar’s emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Tha- 
ni, said in an interview Friday 
that ah GCC states agreed on 
Iraq implementing the U.N. 
resolutions, on m am taming 
Its territorial integrity, and 
easing the hardships of its 
population. 

Qatar and Oman were seen 
as more favourable to easing 
the sanctions b efore the de- 
fection to Iordan of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein s 
son-in-law. General Hussein 
Kamel, in August. 

The architect of Iraq's 
weapons programmes said 


the leadership had been plan- 
ning a new invasion of 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

His defection 'also sparked 
& confession from Ba ghdad 
that it had aimed missiles 
with biological and chemical 
weapons before the August 
1990 invasion, triggering fear 
and anger in the Gulf states. 

Reader adds: Gulf Arab bor- 
der problems will not be dis- 
cussed at the GCC summit, 
an Omani gov ernm ent offi- 
cial said. 

Last December’s summit 
of the GCC decided to try to 
resolve all regional border 
issues by this year’s summit. 

“The border issues be- 
tween the member states wfll 
not be discussed at the sum- 
mit, ” Oman’s minister of 
state for foreign Affairs 
Yusef Ben Alawi Ben Abdul- 
lah told reporters at the end 
of a meeting of GCC foreign 
ministers. 

“...All the usees to be 
raised at the s u m m i t have 
been finalised," he said. 

So far this year, Saudi Ara- 
bia has signed border deals 
with Oman, Yemen and the 
UAE and has held taffat on 
demarcating a sea border 
with Kuwait. 

Qatar has border d i sput e s 
with Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain. 

In October Qataris Sheikh 
Hamad called on Ms GCC 
allies to give urgent attention 
to border problems winch he 
said were “time bombs" thre- 
atening the region. 


Philippines probes maid’s ‘suicide’ 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
The Philippine embassy said 
Sunday it hoped to investi- 
gate the death of a young 
Fllipina maid who was said to 
have committed suicide by 
drinking poison. 

“We are pressing the case 
further because her employer 
only reported her death last 
month when (in fact) she died 
in September,” Philippine 
Consul Sahid Glang told 
AFP. 

Mr. Glang said he and 
other officials visited Ana 
Aolacador, who~is 18 years 
oM, according to ■ press re- 
ports. in the morgue where a 
death certificate said she had 
died of poisoning from an 
insecticide or a chemical fer- 
tiliser. 

“The two sisters of the 
deceased (who also work in 
Kuwait) have doubts about 
the allegation she committed 
suicide,” Mr. Gland added. 


The Philippine embassy 
has asked Aplacador’s pa- 
rents in die Philippines for 
power of attorney m order to 
have the case reopened. In 
the meantime, it has asked 
the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry 
for a report on the circumst- 
ances of her death and asked 
for a new autopsy, Mr. Glang 
said. 

The Arab Times newspap- 
er reported that Aplacador’s 
friends tried to call her at 
work after they had lost con- 
tact with her in late August 
and early September. 

“The employer would 
answer the pnone and make 
up all excuses that she’s away 
on an errand or busy with her 
chores,” an unidentified 
source told die Arab Times. 

“The employer further told 
the callers not to disturb then- 
maid, angrily suggesting 
police action if they perse- 


vered,” the source said. 

“An early October visit to 
the household likewise 
proved futile when a new 
Asian servant employed in 
the same house said that he 
never saw or knew any Fflipi- 
na working for his sponsor,” 
the source added. 

Friends discovered she had 
died in November after they 
contacted die police in Al- 
Quram -neighbourhood, the 
Arab Times said. 

More than 200,000 Asian 
nationals including 5QJXX) . 
Filipinas work as domestic 
helpers in Kuwait. 

Thousands of Asian maids 
quit their jobs every year in 
Kuwait and other Gulf Arab 
countries, complaining of 
abuse by their employers. 
Complaints include non- 
payment of salaries, verbal 
abuse, beatings, sexual 
harassment and rape. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
I Royal Highness P rin cess 
Basma on Sunday received 
a delegation representing 
die International Federa- 
tion for the Deaf currently 
on a visit to Jordan. 

Praising cooperation be- 
tween the federation arid 
Jordanian organisations. 
Princess Basma briefed the 
visiting delegation on the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF) and 
its role in the field of spe- 
cial education. 

The Princess said QAF 


established three special 
education centres in the 
cities of Amman, Zarqa 
and Karak, noting that a 
section at the fund was 
established to offer coun- 
selling to governmental and 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations in the field. 

The meeting was 
attended by QAF Execu- 
tive Director Awni Bashir 
and senior Ministry of So- 
cial Development officials. 

In another development. 
Princess Basma opened the 

annu al charity bazaar of 


the Syriac Charity Society 
to mark His Majesty King 
Hussein's 60th birthday. 

The society's deputy 
efirector, George Maserki, 
delivered an address in his 
name aid on behalf of the 
Syriac community in Jor- 
dan and expressed his best 
wishes to the King on his 
birthday. 

Princess Basma, who 
toured the various sections 
of the bazaar and the socie- 
ty, was presented with the 
society’s shield in apprecia- 
tion of her efforts/ 


Amman hosts workshop on 
economy reporting in Mideast 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A specialist 
work on rep o rt in g an eco- 
nomy, business and finance 
oonduded here Saturday with 
an emphasis that focused 
coverage and analysis of eco- 
nomic issues and monetary 
polices are a must in the 
Middle East as the region is 
slowly opening up in the 
wake of the breakthroughs in 
the Arab-Isradi peace pro- 
cess and there should be 
more interaction among the 
journalists of the region. 

Broadcast and print media 
journalists from seven Mid- 
dle Eastern co un t ri es and ex- 
perts from Europe huddled 
together in Amman and 
Aqaba for one week, discus- 
sing the status of media 
coverage of economy, busi- 
ness and finance in the region 
and what needs to be done to 
improve the quality of report- 
ing. 

The workshop, the latest in 
a series held as part of Med- 
Media, a pro gramme of die 
European Union (EU), also 
aimed facilitating contacts 
among journalists from die 
region “for networking 
among themselves,” said 
Tudor Lomas, director of the 
project. 

Mr. Lomas cited as an ex- 
ample die possibility of a 
foreign television station 
cooperating with Jordan 
Television when it was un- 
able to send its own equip- 
ment to Amman for the Oct. 
29-31 Middle East and North 
African (MENA) economic 
summit. “If there was prior 
networking, the station could 
have easily asked JTV for 
Wp and the concerned cor- , 
respondent could have done 
‘ the job and perhaps one-third 
:the cost involved," he 
pointed out. 


Discussed during the work- 
shop were issues such as the 
importance of economic and 
business reporting in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, 
European media coverage of 
economy and business, prob- 
lems facing journalists in tbe 
Islamic World and coverage 
of the MENA economic con- 
ference. 

Attending the event were 
journalists from Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, Palestine, 
Cyprus, Tunisia, Turkey and 
Lebanon alone with media 
expats from die Rural Tines 
Television of Britain, Euro- 
pean Business of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), Mkk&e East Business 
Monitor and Today newspap- 
er. 

One of the overriding fac- 
tors in all the deliberations of 
the workshop was the limita- 
tion imposed on Arab media 
on covering economy and 
business issues, some of 
which could be regarded as 
highly sensitive to govern- 
ments and as such taboo for 
the local press. European ex- 
perts outlined some of the 
means through which such 
taboos could be circum- 
vented while remaining strict- 
ly within the confines, some 
of them self-imposed and 
others unwritten but tacitly 
enforced by the state. 

The first two days of the 
workshop covered a compari- 
son of reporting business and 
economic issues in both 
European and Eastern 
Mediterranean countries 
such as specialist program- 
ming and newspaper setions, 
expert correspondents, per- 
, sonal ' finance, company 
news, international compari- 
sons, official statistis, stock 
markets, financial public re- 
lations etc. 

Tbe second half of the 


event focused on media 
coverage of the MENA sum- 
mit and how the event was 
handled in the media of the 
countries of the participants 
in A in man workshop. 

The workshop also in- 
cluded field trips to the Jor- 
dan Valley, Aqaba, Fifat and 
Taba and briefings by Jorda- 
nian experts on plans to de- 
velop the valley and tbe Gulf 
of Aqaba. 

Among the many questions 
raised daring the plenary ses- 
sions and focused workshops 
on specific issues were how to 
establish sources of informa- 
tion «nH analysis and means 
to verify and establish the 
accuracy of information and 

gaining familiar ity with fi- 
gures, including state 


“It was a very good exer- 
cise «wH one of the many 
steps needed to improve the 
quality of reporting on eco- 
nomy and business in tbe 
Middle East,” said Mr. 
Lomas, wbo took over orga- 
niser and chairman of the 
so-called Med Media Hflver- 
sum project in January tins 
year. 

Participating in strength in 
the Amman workshop were 
journalists from the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, and 
Jordan radio and television. 
Others came from newspap- 
ers, state news agencies and 
television and radio journal- 
ists from die participating 
countries. 

Apart from Mr. Lomas, 
other European experts 
attending the event were Col- 
in Chapman from Financial 
Times Television, Rodney 
Smith from European Busi- 
ness BBC{ World Service, 
John Roberts from Middle 
East Business Monitor and 
George Campbell from To- 
day. 


Palestinians take first steps towards adopting democracy 


KHAN YUNIS (AFP) — 
Hisham Kalab has spent tbe 
last few months spreading the 
word of democracy in the 
autonomous Gaza Strip. 

The teacher’ituraed peace 
activist says he repre sents n o 
political party or platform. 

“I want my people to know 
what it means to be part of a 
democracy,” said Mr. Kalab, 
whose group. Interns for 
Peace, has been working to 
get Palestinians registered to 
vote for an historic first elec- 
tion set for Jan. 20. 

“This is a right that they 
have been waiting genera- 
tions for, but many of them 
do not know what an election 
is,” be said. 

More axe learning, howev- 
er, as Palestinians took a 
major step toward self-rule 
on Saturday. They completed 
a month-long registration 
campaign that is expected 


draw up to 1.2 miUkm eligible 
voters. 

About 900,000 Palestinians 
had registered in the Gaza , 
Strip, the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem in the latest 
tally released earlier this 
week, and final 'figures ^werc * 
due on Sunday. 

The end of voter registra- 
tion sets the stage for a short 
three-week campaign to elect 
82 members of tbe executive 
authority and the president of 
die executive council. They 
will be the government of the 
Palestinian autonomous 


Many potential candidates 
have already been out 
garnering voter support. 

“The candidates who plan 
to ran are malting sure peo- 
ple in their areas are reg- 
istered to vote," said 
Mohammad Kalab, director 
of the Khan Yams electoral 


district in the southern Gaza 
Strip. 

The area has been a stron- 
ghold of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement (Hamas), 
which has violently opposed 
the Palestinian autonomy 
deal with Israel. The militant 
group has yet to say whether 
it wfll present candidates in 
tbe election. 

But Mohammad Kalab 
says many Palestinians have 
moved past the stage of re- 
volution and want to set up a 
democratic government and 
enjoy basic human rights. 

“This is the first chance for ' 
my people to choose freely,” 
he said. “They have suffered 
in the past, ami are suffering ; 
now. But I want them to be 
free.” 

Mohammad Kalab admits 
be u a supporter of Pldestine ' 
Liberation Organisation ■ 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat’s 


Fateh faction, but says he 
expects them to stay on the 
course of democracy and im- 
prove the bleak living condi- 
tions of most Palestinians. 

“In die past I was con- 
cerned about ending the 
(Israeli) occupation, so I sup- 
ported Fateh,” said the uni- 
versity teacher, who quit his 
job to oversee the electoral 
process in his district. 

“But now there is a 
change, I am concerned ab- 
out my people and building a 
democracy,” he said. “I will 
not support (Fateh) if they do 
not make progress.” 

Many Palestinians and 
foreign election observers be- 
lieve Mr. Arafat and Fateh 
wfll benefit from the short 
election campaign, which is 
due to begin near the end of 
December when the final vo- 
ter registration list is pub- 
lished. 


Mr. Arafat has long been 
the standard bearer for the 
Palestinian struggle and be 
pushed through tbe auton- 
omy agreement, which re- 
sulted in Israel withdrawing 
from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho in May 1994, as well 
as from large areas of toe 
West Bank by the end of this 
month. 

Fateh is also tbe most orga- 
nised and well-financed poli- 
tical force in Palestinian soci- 
ety, and Mr. Arafat’s picture 
adorns the w alls of many 
homes and businesses in the 
Gaza Strip. 

“It’s a good thing for Ara- 
fat that the election rwnpaig n 
is so short,” said Lieven Vw 
Mele, a Belgian election 
observer with the European 
Union mission in Gaza. 

Mr. Van Mele said the 
short period does not give 
olher parties and candidates 


time to organise and raise 
money. 

Drivas Christos, a Greek 
observer, said tbe registra- 
tion process has gone 
smoothly but the election 
cannot be compared to any- 
thing in a more developed 
democracy. 

“Even in organised coun- 
tries, you cannot prepare 
elections in two months,” he 
said. 

Hisham Kalab, whose 
group has been teaching 
courses on democratic proce- 
dure, admits the campaign 
time is short but says the vote 
should not be delayed. 

“The elections wfll bind my 
people together and teach us 
how to live as a community 
— that is democracy,” be 
said. “We will make further 
progress in the next elec- 
tions.” 


NE WS IN BRIEF 

League backs Yemen in dispute with Eritrea 

io jk ty CAIRO (R) — The Arab League secretariat said on 
r King Sunday it supported Yemen’s claim to two Red Sea islands 

fcy- at the centre of a territorial dispute between Yemen and 
e P pt y Eritrea. Yemen and Eritrea started talks on the dispute in. 

Sanaa last month after an encounter on the islands between 
^ vjf Yemeni and Eritrean forces. The islands. Greater and 

t™ Lesser Hanish, are in the Red Sea, slightly closer to tbe 

1 Arabian Peninsula than to Africa. An Arab League 

* statement said: "The secretariat... is following with ex- 

m ™ treme concern news it has received on Yemeni sovereignty 
over the islands of Greater and Lesser Hanish. Tbe 
. ° secretariat expresses its support and backing for the 
position of tbe Republic of Yemen in insisting on its 
borders and waters and the islands that belong to it... ft 
“ . calls on the Republic of Eritrea to overcome this problem 

,raaa- and solve it in the framework of historic relations.” 

Jihad chief live* in luxury Swiss villa -Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — The leader of the militant Jihad group 
lives in a luxury Swiss villa and has $30 million in his b ank 
account, a government daily claimed Sunday. Th e mfb nna- 
rini tion on Ayman Al Zawabari, a 44-year-old doctor, was. 

diS) l given to Egyptian intelligence by one of his aides who was ' 

recently arrested in Egypt, the daily Rose Al Yousef 
j- reported. Mr. Zawahari has lived a sumptuous hfestyi-- 
« A with his wife since leaving Pakistan at the start of the 1990s 

and now lives in a Swiss villa near the French border, it 
lia of the said. Switzerland has denied Egyptian claims that it granted 
rticipante Mr. Zawahari exfle. 

“ft*, Palestinian gets 5 years in Jail for leaving Jericho 

JERICHO (AFP) — A Black Panther member who 
C/T—JZ ignored an Israeli ban and left tbe self-ruled enclave of 
m tfwfcl Jericho has been jailed for five years with hard labour by a 
the finif Pales tinian court, officials said Sunday. Samir Zakarneh,' 
iroevjuir ^ wgntet | by Israeli security services for killing 

several suspected Palestinian collaborators after die 1993 
l“cstions declaration of principles for autonomy. The Black Panthers 
nary ses- jg gjj armed wing of the Fateh faction. Despite being barred 

°ricshops bom leaving Jericho on the West Bank, he recently 
re how to travelled to the northern town of Jenin after it was handed, 

informs- ovcr qq Nov. 13 to Palestinian control. He was spotted oa 
id means Thursday by Israeli troops in cafe in the town of Kabatiya, 
atish the aaK j arrested by Palestinian police under the terms of an 
‘tion nnti ag reem ent with the Palestinian National Authority. He wa* 

with fi- brought handcuffed to Jericho where he was sentenced by a 
g state state security court. 

od exer- Troops beat up Palestinian in road clash 

be many r 

* ove tins HAT .HITT. (AFP) — Israeli soldiers beat a 60-year-old man 

°P cco ~ unconscious when they broke up a Palestinian demonstra- 
s in tbe tion against land confiscation on Sunday, Palestinian 
rid Mr . sources said. Dozens of Palestinians in Halbul, near 
vei ° r ^~ Hebron, joined the protest aimed at stopping bulldozers 
1 °* tiie clearing land to build a detour around Israeli settlement 
a driver- Soldiers moved in to break op the demonstration and beat 
aar y tins Ahmad Abu Rayan who lost consciousness and was taken 
to Hebron. Israelis are building dozens of kilometres of 
rength in roads to allow settlers to by-pass Palestinian- towns and 
op were villages being handed over to Palestinian control under the 

: Jordan accord spreading self-rule across the West Bank. 

jg 2md 

levision. Roads into north Iraq dosed to stop cholera 

icwspap- 

tdes and BAGHDAD (AFP) — Two roads leading into Kurdish- 
journal- controlled northern Iraq have been closed to prey enfthe 
idpatmg spread of a cholera epidemic which has killed fiVe peopled 
the region, the official agency INA said Sunday. TberoaA 
had been dosed because of foe cholera outbreak in Kirkuk 
Lomas, and Snlaymaniyeh, two of the largest towns in tbe region, 
experts Health officials and the governor of Kirkuk, which is still ■ 
wreCtrf- under the control of Ba g hdad, have formed a committee to , 

take “necessary measures to stop the spread of tbe : 
Rodney epidemic,” INA said. Last week the Ministry of Health 

mBra- gaid there were 155 cases of cholera in the Snlaymaniyeh 

Serwce, province, mainly students. U.N. figures show that five 

Middle people have died in the Halabja area since the beginning of 

ttor mid November and 400 other cases have been recorded. The 

rora To- road between Kirkuk and Erbil as well as Kirkuk to 

Sulaymaniyeb have been dosed, INA said. 

Gunmen strut Nablus streets after kidnap 

j NABLUS (AFP) — Palestinian gunmen put on a show of 

** force here Sunday firing in the air and ordering traders to , 

id raise dose after one of *eir gangs was kidnapped in a feud, 

Palestinians said Sunday. Members of the Hassuna family 
i Greek kidnapped Muammar Mabrakeh, 22, late Saturday to 
registra- avenge the wounding of two of their relatives earlier in the . 
s gone tiay by members of his g ang. One was shot and wounded, 
election tire other pistol-whipped on his neck. The gang of 
to any- self-styled Fateh Hawks has spread terror in the West Bank 
sveloped ft™ 0 March, killing at least three people and 
wounding around 30. Usually they accuse their targets of 
■d conn- ' leading immoral lifestyle. 

Djibouti president has tests In Paris 

PARIS (R) — Djibouti President Hassan Gouled Aptidoa 
whose is undergoing tests in a Paris military hospital after hb 
caching evacuation from the Francophone summit in Cotonou and 
c proce- there is no cause for concern, tbe hospital said on Sunday, 
unpaign Mr. Hassan Gouled, reelected to a fourth six-year term ia 
the vote May 1993, was flown to Paris on Saturdayafter falling ill fa 
ed. Cotonnou, the main dty in the West African state of 

bind mv ® cim V wb ®[* he ^ travelled to attend the summit of 
French-speaking countries. “There is no cause for concern 

uuurity S^tii of President Hassan Gouled 

■y" k. Aptidon, tbe Val -de-Grace military hospital said in a 
farther f ta ** meil L adding: “The evacuation took plat# without 

i-TTT modem. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
14,-flO 

Shelly Duvall's Bedtime Stories 

14*0 Richie Rich 

14:45 Hey Dad 

15:05 Doc. — Discover Magazine' 

IfcOI 

Tbe Adventures of ibe Black 
Stallion 

lfc30 Sky Trackers 

17*0 

Children's programme — Fraciak 
17-JO 

Scric — Madame Lc Proviscur 

IfcM News in French 

19:15 Magazine — Nimbus 

19J0 News Headlines 

19*35 Me Hale's Navy 

ShflO Inventions 

2fc25 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:10 Star Trek 

ZfcOO News id English 

Anna 

23:15.. The American Chan Show 
23d» New York Undercover 

PRAYER TIMES 

0433 Fhjr 

06:15 (Suu^OnAa 

11:25 Dhuhr 

14:14 'Asr 

16:36 Maghreb 

17:58 ‘hba 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SmUtch, Tel. 810740 
Aoanhfies a t God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. JbKfrii Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Tel. 

637440. 

De la SA Church Tel. 661757 
Tonmda Church TcL 622366 
Church «T the AnanriaHaa Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 652826 
Armadas C atho li c Cbmth Tel, 
771331. v 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman In te r nati onal Church Td, 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: ' 
824328. 

Germas-epeaUag Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Sahas Td. 654932 
Church o f Naaraw Td. 675691. 
The Ev angel i c al Local Chath to 
Amman 
Td. 81 1295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Moderate weather condition* 
will prevail with clouds appearing 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


at (Afferent altitude and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 5/17 

Aqaba 13/23 

3/18 

Jordan Valley 14/23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 22 Humidity 
t'Shfings: Amman 51 per cent, 
Aqaba 41 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. GhakbZawddeh 736011 

Dr. Father Bdbeisi 663412 

Dr. Khahl AlTushiq 757253 

Dr. Osama Al Hundni 847289 

Fnas pharmacy 66 1912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336, 

Al Ascma pharmacy ........ 637055 

Namrakh pharmacy ,.,623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmesani pharmacy 637660 


Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DUND: 

Dr. Ahmad Oami 281484 

Akjuds pharmacy 1 — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Amin Abul Rub 982393 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Chri] Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Foe Brigade 617101 

Hood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Palfe Scanty Dqanmeat 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman MtnridpaHiy 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Colts 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 


Repans 623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdeviaon 773II1 

Radio Jordan 774JI1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

’ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company - 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Owen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khahdi Maternity. J. Amn 
...... 644281/6 

AJrildi Maternity, J. Amn. 

. L 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmesani Hospital 669131 

Uwercity Hospital 845841 . 

AJ-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AlAhfi. Abdali 664164/6 

Itafian. Al-Mnhajreen ... 777101/3 
AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafkh 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Ouea A6, Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 
SpodalSurgery 865199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)986732 

All&ni Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IvUd 

Princess Basma Hospital — (02)275555 
Greek Cathofic Hospital (021272275 
Ibn Al Nates Hospital ........ (92)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 11 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

77ns information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbe Queen Aba In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

07:28 Sanaa (RJ) 

0fc35 Jeddah (Rjj 

•M6 Damascus (RJ) 

•930 New Delhi (RJ) 


WtiS Dubai. Abu Dhabii (RJ) 

A* Beirut (RJ) 

1*28 Cairo (RJ) 

IMS New Yoric, Amsterdam (RJ) 
1&48 Casablanca, Tuna (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

SMt Rome(AZ) 

KM Khartomn (SD) 

•fcs* Cairo (MS) 

12*40 .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

IMG Vienna (OS) 

1*3* Kiev(6U) 

19M Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22=45 Athens, Beirut |pA) 

2*85 London (BA) 

Amstetdam (KL) 

DEPASTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 9 

(Terminal 1 ) 

*£2 - Beirut (RJ) 

12*68 Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

Can* (RJ) 

IkSO ... Amsterdam. Chicago (on 

2&15 Bahrain. Do6a(S) 

21:88 Abu Dhabi ( RJ t 

21** 5 Dubai, Muscat (Rj) 

Other nights (Terminal 2 ) 


- Borne (AZ) 

Istanbul (TK) 


•5 s *® Beirut, London (BA) 

22 Be«t(Wg 

Cairo (MS 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GO 

lSdSi Vienna (OSS 

22 KeviSrt 

22 London (BA) 

S 5 *? Amsterdam (HJ 

Beirut, Athens (OA) 

MARKET PRICES 

Vppernower price in Ss per kg. 

Apple 700500 

Banana 8® 

Banana (Mukanunar) 620 

Cabbage 13)780 

Carrot 280/200 

Cauliflower .................. 160/120 

Cu a«ibcrs(larse) 3BW2D 

Cucumbers (small) 340/250 

Eggplant 180 1 120 

Gaflic 750800 

Grape Fnrit 220150 

Lemon 25IH50' 

Marrow (large) 180(120 

Marrow (Smsi) 280/200 

ouves taowo 

Onion (green) 220rt30 

Onion (dry) 2301 150 

Orange 480/2SD 

Fepperflwtj 240/ 120 

Pepper (sweet) 240120* 

Potato 280/200 

Radish M®*) 

Spinach 160(100 

Suing Beans 650/ 500 

Tangerine 300200 

Tomato 290/200 
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' ;e^. Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday visits the National Multi- handicapped Welfare Society ’s Bek A1 Amal in Yajouz 

■?.' on the occasion of the Internationa] Day of Disabled Persons (photo by Crystal) 

-V- > Queen joins children in celebrating 

Day of Disabled Persons 


‘ By Lola Keilani 

* " - : - Special to the Jordan Times 

- V- AMMAN - Her Majesty 

' : Queen Noor Sunday cele- 

brated, along with 100 chil- 
Pfi’-p e* dren with multiple handi- 

' es -n.anir,f^ caps, tbe International Day 

'of Disabled Persons, at the 
- Beit A1 Amal (Home of 

• : Hope) in Yajouz. 

Beit A1 Amal, which is 
. finan ced and established by 

. : • die General Union of Vol- 
’* nntary Societies (GUVS), 

and opened by Queen Noor 
- five years ago, is unable to 
cater to more than the 100 
! ' children already enrolled in 

. . its boarding school and the 

' 50 children in tbe day care 

: centre, said director of the 

home, Hanan Abu Sbe- 

«. .. fiadeh 

• Ms. Shebadeh added that. 

. . the -National Multi-bandi- 

capped Welfare Society,. a 
. member in die GUVS,- 
intends to construct a new 
school in Wadi Seer next 

- year to cater to tbe 

-- increased number of handi- 

capped children. 

- ■ Officials at GUVS, which 
--' r ; is responsible for funding 

- 652 voluntary societies in 

. ; - - tbe Kingdom, expressed 

; . ' concern that a lack of fund- 

ing might affect die quality 
B v- ‘ of care provided for cbil- 

dren at Beit AlAmaL 

“We cannot afford to hire 
. ■ qualified teachers who 


should be specialists in this 
field,” said Mohammed 
Abu Sabah, director of the 
Study Department at the 
GUVS. 

Mr. Abu Sabah said that 
70 per cent of the teachers 
working at the school are 
not qualified to carry out 
such specialised tasks. 

Some of tbe 34 school 
teachers empolyed at Beit 
A1 Amal, complained of the 
long working hours and 
low salaries. 

“We are paid 80 JD per 
month with uo health insur- 
ance,” said one teacher who 
asked not to be identified. 

She also added that half 
an hour’s break a day was 
not enough “to renew our 
energy, especially because 
we are also responsible for 
.. tbe children at night” 

. According to a Royal 
, Court statement Queen 
: Noor noted that while Jor- 
dan is fortunate to have the 
first and only Occupational 
Therapy College in the 
Arab Middle East the 
country must establish 
rehabilitative departments 
in public and private uni- 
versities, which would 
teach speech, physio and 
occupational therapy, as 
well as ensure the employ- 
ment of the graduates in 
public and private medical 
institutions. 

Another area of attention 
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FILM 

* "La Chevre" at the French 
Cultural Centre at 8.00 p jn. 

LECTURES 

* "Getting to know Dickons 
through "A Christmas 
Carol" by Dr. Nicholas Lin- 
field at tite British Council 
at 5.00 pun. 

* "Teaching German in the 
Arab World" (in Arabic) by 
Dr. Abdo Abboud at the 
University of Jordan at 
11.00 am. 

CONCERT 

* Performance by the Sym- 
phonic Orchestra of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces 
(including works by 
Strauss, Verdi, Bizet and 

Jordanian composer Youssef 
Khasho) at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre at 8.00pm. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Recital of poems by sever- 
al poets at Darat AI Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, at 6.00 pjn. 

* Recital of poems by 
Zuhair Abu Shayib at the 
the Phoenix Gallery, Gar- 
dens St, at 6.00 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Photography by poet 
Ibrahim Nasrallah entitled 
"The Autobiography of an 
Eye" at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh. 

* Photograph exhibition 
"Biblical Itineraries" at the 
French Cultural Centre. 


is early intervention. 

While specialists who 
deal with handicapped chil- 
dren stressed that early 
intervention is' extremely 
important, they added that 
the registered number of 
handicapped children in 
Jordan is actually inaccu- 
rate, because many families 
are reluctant to say they 
have a handicapped child at 
borne. 

In a survey carried out by 
tbe GUVS on 600 families, 
2400 people. 300 children 
between the age of one day 
to six years were handi- 
capped. 

“Reaching these children 
at an early age is important 
and we can not do it on our 
own” said president of 
.GJJYS, Abdullah Khatib.. . 

Dr. Khatib called on- all 
Jordanian and international 
organisations to cooperate 
in forming a five-year plan 
in which 50,000 handi- 
capped children could be 
reached all over tbe King- 
dom. 

Tbe school, said Ms. She- 
hadeb, has developed a pro- 
gramme of home service in 
which teachers can help 
children with special needs 
by visiting them in their 
homes. 

“Through this programme 
the children will not have to 
leave their homes, because 
tbe family environment is 


important," she stressed. 

The GUVS is in touch 
with 10,000 handicapped 
children. 

“Reaching these children 
ai home cuts down on 
expenses from JD 200 to 
JD 25 per year.” said Dr. 
Khatib. 

At the end of her visit. 
Queen Noor, on behalf of 
GUVS, presented new 
.buses to the Families and 
Friends Society of tbe Dis- 
abled, the Mental Health 
Society, the Society for tbe 
Care of the Disabled, and 
the Jordanian Society for 
Psychiatric Rehabilitation, 
all members of GUVS, 
according to the Royal 
Court statement 

The International Day of 
tbe Disabled was designat- 
ed by the United Nations 
General- Assembly iir 1992 
to commemorate the adop- 
tion of tbe World Pro- 
gramme of Action for Dis- 
abled Persons and to “pro- 
mote understanding about 
disability issues and to 
increase awareness of gains 
to be derived from the inte- 
gration of disabled persons 
in every aspect of social 
and economic life.” 

Queen Noor was received 
by HRH Princess Majda 
Ra’ed and Prince Frras Bin 
Ra'ed and the Minister of 
Social Development Mrs. 
Salwa Masri 


Private sector seeks start up 
to energy, transport projects 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association (JBA) Sunday 
separately discussed with 
ministers of transport, ener- 
gy and mineral resources 
plans to allow the Jordanian 
private sector to implement 
ministries' projects through 
cooperation with local, 
Arab ' ; or international 
investors. 

Led by JBA Chairman 
Hamdi Tabba’a, a group of 
leading businessmen told 
the two ministers that they 
were ready to cooperate in 
revising projects which 
were proposed during the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) summit, 
and in marketing them at 
the regional and interna- 
tional levels. 

Transport Minister Samir 
Kawar said his ministry 
was determined to develop 
and modernise the coun- 
try’s fleets of trucks and 
passenger buses and other 
vehicles and has prepared 
studies for the implementa- 
tion of this objective . 

One aspect of the plan is 


to create major overland 
transport terminals in 
Amman , Irbid and the Jor- 
dan Valley, similar to tbe 
only existing terminal of 
this kind in Aqaba, Mr. 
Kawar said. 

The projects are now 
awaiting investors funds, 
be added. 

Plans have been made for 
modernising the facilities 
of Aqaba port, to enable it 
to compete with other ports 
of the region and to cater to 
the expected increase in 
maritime operations, the 
minister said. 

Tbe ministry also has pro- 
jects for building railways 
in cooperation with the 
Netherlands. Austria and 
Italy, Mr. Kawar said. 

The plans, he said, initial- 
ly cover the building of 
railways linkin g Amman 
with Aqaba as well as 
Amman with tbe Iraqi and 
tbe Syrian borders, in addi- 
tion to railways linking the 
Shidieh phosphate mines in 
southern Jordan with 
Aqaba. 

The ministry also plans to 


modernise airports at a total 
cost of JD 60 million over 
the next five years, the min- 
ister said, aiddiog that an 
American firm is already 
studying the modernisation 
of Aqaba Airport. 

Mr. Tabba’a and his team 
called earlier on Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Samih Dar- 
wazeh and discussed pri- 
vate sector-government 
cooperation in mining, 
energy and gas production 
and marketing. 

The minister reviewed 
with Mr. Tabba’a projects 
submitted to the investors 
at the Amman economic 
summit saying these pro- 
jects also currently await 
finances from investors. 

The JBA. according to 
Mr. Tabba'a, is currently 
undertaking measures to 
secure investments by 
international businessmen 
and organisations through 
its intensive contact with 
private sector organisations 
in Arab and foreign coun- 
tries. 








Prime Ministry issues freeze on appointments 

Amman (Petra) — President of the Civil Service Commis- 
sion Abdullah Ulayyan Sunday said a freeze on all appoint- 
ments in government departments was effective as of Dec. I, 
in accordance with a prime minishy circular. The prime min- 
ister sent a circular calling for a halt on all appointments until 
the new manning table for the year 1996 is approved. Mr. 
Ulayyan said in a statement to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that the commission had earlier requested all min- 
istries and government departments to fill vacancies prior to 
Dec. 1. noting that more than 5,000 people have been 
appointed during tbe year 1 995. 


Ministry urges regional search for 
solutions to water shortage problems 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation Sunday called for 
inter-Arab and regional 
cooperation in dealing with 
water shortages in the Mid- 
dle East region, saying that 
Arab states are expected to 
face acute water shortages 
by the end of this decade. 

Tbe call was made by 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Saleh Irsheidat dur- 
ing the opening session of 
a regional meeting, “The 
Sixth Arab National Com- 
mittees for the Internation- 
al Hydrological Pro- 
gramme,” attended by 
Arab states -and regional 
and international organisa- 
tions. 

Delivering tbe minister’s 
address, Ministry Secretary 
General Mohammed Bani 
Hani said Jordan was 
unable to finance water 


schemes from its own 
resources alone, and is in 
need of modern technolo- 
gy, financial and technical 
assistance from advanced 
nations as well as coopera- 
tion with the countries- of 
the region to secure suffi- 
cient water resources for 
its people. 

Through its various 
departments, . the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation is 
trying to provide sufficient 
waier for domestic, indus- 
trial and agricultural pur- 
poses, the minister said. 

The needs of the growing 
population are placing very 
great pressures on the min- 
istry's resources, the minis- 
ter said. 

Regional cooperation 
and assistance from 
advanced nations and 
international organisations 
can help individual coun- 


tries deal with the water 
shortage problem which is 
likely to become aggravat- 
ed in the next decade; he 
added. 

Participants in the four- 
day meeting will discuss 
the management of water 
resources in arid regions, 
the assessment of water 
resources in the Arab 
region, recommendations 
of regional and internation- 
al conferences in matters 
related to water manage- 
ment, rationalisation of 
water consumption, recy- 
cling of treated waste 
water, joint water projects, 
surface and underground 
water resources, among 
other relevant topics. 

The meeting is organised 
by the United Nations Edu- 
cational Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation 

(UNESCO) in cooperation 



Saleh Irsheidat 

with the Arab League Edu- 
cational Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation (ALE- 
SCO). 


Petrol refinery denies hike 
in price of gas cylinders 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JPRC) Sunday 
denied current rumours that 
it intends to raise the prices 
of gas and announced that 
ample preparations have 
been maae to face possible 
shortages in winter. 

The question of oil prod- 
ucts has been discussed 
with Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources 
S amih Darwazeh and 
agreement has been 
reached on keeping the 
prices of oil products as 
they are for tbe present, 
said JPRC Director General 
Abdul Wabab Zoubi. 

But the JPRC will never- 
theless announce a tender 
next month for die purchase 


of an additional 35,000 
tonnes of gas to help meet 
the expected needs of con- 
sumers in the first three 
months of 1996 when gas 
consumption ' for heating 
purposes will be at its high- 
est, according to Mr Zoubi. 

His statement followed 
local rumours that the 
prices of oil, especially gas 
products, will be hiked after 
a shortage of gas and gas 
cylinders was reported in 
some parts of the country. 

Admitting that there has 
been a shortage of gas, Mr 
Zoubi said that proper mea- 
sures are being taken to 
deal with the situation. 

- Consumption*‘of - gas' has 
risen sharply' from 500 
tonnes a day ten. days ago to 


around 1,000 tonnes a day at 
present, Mr. Zoubi said 

With the refinery’s daily 
production capacity stand- 
ing at 450 tonnes a day, the 
JPRC last summer 
announced tenders for the 
import of gas by land and 
sea. So far, it has imported 
13,500 tonnes from several 
countries at relatively high 
rates, according to Mr. 
Zoubi. 

The JPRC has also recent- 
ly announced new tenders 
for the purchase of 20,000 
tonnes of gas to meet local 
consumption, according to 
Mr. Zoubi. 

As a precautionary mea- 
sure to deal with emergen- 
cies in remote regions tbe 


company’s trucks have 
filled to capacity all the 
storage tanks in remote 
locations such as Wadi 
Mousa, Shobak, Ras Naqab 
and Tafileh in the southern 
parts of the country, Mr. 
Zoubi noted. 

The JPRC owns and oper- 
ates 450 fuel tanker trucks 
that distribute oil products 
to 293 gas stations in all 
govemoraies:.. 

The company produces 
up to 800 cylinders a day 
but it recently arranged for 
the import of 150,000 cylin- 
ders, some of which have 
already arrived through a 
Saudi Arabian firm. 


Court to hear 3 separate murder cases 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court will begin hearing 
testimonies in three sepa- 
rate murders in the next few 
weeks, according to judicial 
sources. 

The first case involves a 
24-year-old man, Na’el M. 
who is charged with 
sod o prising and killing a 
nine-year-old child in a 
farm in Ghor Safi on Ocl 3, 
the source said. 

Hussein M. Shamalat’s 
body was retrieved by 
authorities a few days after 
he was reported missing by 


his family on Sept. 29, offi- 
cial sources then said. 

The child, who was raped 
then strangled, was found 
buried near a deserted 
house, the source added. 

According to the source, 
police apprehended several 
suspects, but the evidence 
pointed to Na’el, the offi- 
cial added without elaborat- 
ing. He said Na’el con- 
fessed and had reenacted 
tbe crime in front of police. 

The other case involves a 
27-year-old man charged 
with killing a woman and 
damping her body in Weib- 
deh Park on Aug. 12, 1995, 
according to the source. 


The suspect, Khalid A., 
killed Muna M. to avenge 
the alleged rape of his girl- 
friend, the source told the 
Jordan Tunes. 

According to the source, 
the murder victim had 
helped a man rape the sus- 
pect’s girlfriend in a brothel 
tbe day before the murder. 

Muna’s body was found 
in the park with stab 
wounds to the chest, police 
reports said. The report 
added that' the victim's 
body had also been mutilat- 
ed. 

There were no further 
details available. Tbe court 
set Dec. 17 to start hearing 


the case. 

The third case Involves a 
26-year-old man charged 
with killing his sister in. 
November in Zarqa, the 
source said. 

Samir A., stabbed his 
divorced sister to death in 
her house in Zaiqa Camp 
after a relative told him that 
his sister was having an 
affair, and that there were 
tape recordings to substan- 
tiate the allegations, official 
sources then said. 

Official investigations 
proved that there was' noth- 
ing incriminating or unusu- 
al about the tapes. 


Road accidents claim four lives 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four people 
were killed Saturday in 
three separate road acci- 
dents in Madaba and 
Aqaba, according to police 
and Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) reports. 

The first accident, involv- 
ing two trailers and which 
claimed the lives of two 
people, took place late Sat- 
urday night on tbe Amman- 
Aqaba highway when traf- 
fic Was held up for three 


hours, traffic officials said. 

The official told the Jor- 
dan Tunes Sunday that the 
accident occurred near 
Dabet Hanout area at 10:30 
p.m. and was caused 
because of speeding and 
wrongful overtaking. 

He said a trailer hauling 
phosphate to Aqaba over- 
took a car and met head-on 
with an oncoming trailer 

“The strong impact 
caused the immediate death 
of both drivers and tbe 
complete wreckage of the 
trailers,” the official said. 


He added that the 
wrecked trailers blocked 
the one-lane highway for 
three hours uutil police 
cleared the road. 

The deceased were identi- 
fied by CDD reports as 
Mousa Saleh, 43, and Wa'el 
Rida Darawsheh, 34. 

In the Theiban district of 
Madaba, a 19-year-old man 
was killed on a farm when 
tbe tractor he was driving 
rolled over and crushed 
him, the reports said. 
Mohammad Hamdan was 
killed instantly. 


Also in Madaba on Satur- 
day, a 24-year-old man was 
killed in a similar accident 
when the steamroller he 
was driving rolled over and 
killed him, the reports said. 

Adel Ahmad was driving 
the steamroller in a con- 
struction site in the 
Mamounieh*area near the 
Coca-Cola Factories when 
the incident took place. 

Police reports said that in 
both incidents the victims 
were driving without 
licenses. 


Conference to look into regional food production 


AMMAN (Petra) — -The 
Arab Union of Food Indus- 
tries (AUFI) will open a 
six-day conference in 
Amman next Saturday to 
discuss ways of increasing 
food production in tbe Arab 
world, according to Jack 
Khayyat, chairman of a 
committee preparing for the 
conference. 

The conference will also 
disenss cooperation among 
Arab stares to meet food 
requirements until tbe year 
2000, Mr. Khayyat said. 

Tbe meeting, which will 
be held under fee patronage 
of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan will 
look into 40 proposed pro- 
jects aimed at helping tbe 


Arab World to serve as an 
integrated economic bloc, 
producing sufficient food 
for its population, Mr. 
Khayyat said. 

The meeting also aims to 
help participants to make 
an assessment of fee invest- 
ments in Arab food indus- 
tries, according to Mr 
Khayyat 

“Arab countries together 
import $34 billion worth of 
food annually.” Mr. Khayy- 
at said, “and that this sum is 
expected to increase rapidly 
in the coming years up to 
fee end of tins century, 
especially in imports of 
meat, cereals, dairy prod- 
ucts and sugar in view of 
fee rapidly increasing pop- 


ulation of the Arab World.” 

According to AUFI Sec- 
retary General Falah Sa’ed 
Jaber nearly 200 delegates, 
all specialists in agriculture 
and food processing indus- 
tries as well as representa- 
tives of a number of region- 
al organisations, will focus 
their attention on invest- 
ments to increase food pro- 
duction. 

Mr. Jaber said the dele- 
gates will explore the role 
of regional fends and com- 
mercial and development 
banks in financing agricul- 
tural projects and will 
review experiments of a 
number of participating 
countries in food industries 
and fee production of table 


eggs, poulny, meat, dairy 
products, child food, soap, 
detergents as well as pack- 
aging processes. 

A specialised exhibition 
of items used in food pro- 
duction and industries will 
be held on fee sidelines of 
the conference, according 
to Mr. Jaber. 

The conference will be 
held in cooperation wife fee 
ministries of agriculture 
and supply as well as fee 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, fee Federation of Jor- 
danian Chambers of Com- 
merce, fee Jordanian Busi- 
nessmen’s Association 
(JBA) and fee Arab Cham- 
bers of Agriculture, Indus- 
try and Commerce. 
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Second South Korean 
former president arrested 


SEOUL (R) — Former 
South Korean President 
Chun Doo Hwan was arrest- 
ed and taken to jail Sunday 
on charges of military rebel- 
lion stemming from a 1979 
coup’ and a later army mas- 
sacre that crushed resistance 
to his rule. 

Mr. Chun, a former gener- 
al, was the second ex-presi- 
dent to be put behind bars in 
less than three weeks. His 
successor Roh Tae-Woo, a 
close army colleague, was 
arrested last month on cor- 
ruption charges. 

Prosecutors piecing 
together the bloody events 
surrounding the putsch and 
(he despatch of elite combat 
troops in May 1980 to put 
down a democratic revolt in 
the southwestern city of 
Kwangju said they now 
planned to summon a third 
former head of state, Choi 
Kyu-Hah. 

Mr. Chun was arrested in 
his home town one day after 
he defied a prosecution' 
summons. He had bolted 
back to Kyongsang 
province, his political 
power base, Saturday. 

Townsfolk of Hapcbon, 
240 kilometres south of 
Seoul, welcomed their most 
famous son with cheers and 
banners and vowed to block 
his arrest Yet finally they 
submitted without a fight. 

Nine law enforcement 
officials sent to Hapchon in 
the dead of night knocked at 
the door of Mr. Chun's tra- 
ditional Korean- style home 
before dawn Sunday. 
Shortly afterwards, they 
shepherded him to a waiting 
car past rows of riot police 
linking arms. 

Squashed in the back seat 
between two burly agents, 
Mr. Chun was driven north 
to Anyang prison on the 
outskirts of SepuL . 

Mr. Roh is . being held sep- 


arately in the more modem 
Seoul detention house 
“because it is difficult to 
take two former presidents 
(together)”, a Justice 
Ministry official said. 

Prosecutors said Mr. Roh 
would be indicted Tuesday, 
one day later than originally 
scheduled, on charges relat- 
ing to a $654 million slush 
fund he confessed to amass- 
ing while in office. 

It is Mr. Chun’s second 
humiliation since leaving 
office in 1988. Shortly after 
he handed over the reins to 
Mr. Rob he publicly con- 
fessed to corruption under 
his Fifth Republic and van- 
ished with his wife from 
public view to do two years’ 
penance . in a hilltop 
Buddhist monastery. 

Seoul prosecutors said 
they had already begun 
questioning Mr. Chun 
inside prison, but they gave 
no details. 

On Saturday, after reject- 
ing the prosecution sum- 
mons, Mr. Chun protested 
that prosecutors had already 
passed their verdict in July 
when they said he and Mr. 
Roh would not be indicted. 

Last month President Kim 
Young-Sam reversed (hat 
decision and instructed law 
drafters within his ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party to 
start work on legislation to 
indict his predecessors. 

Veteran opposition leader 
Kim Dae-Jung held a rally 
of about 30.000 supporters 
Sunday and demanded an 
independent enquiry into 
the slush scandal and mas- 
sacre as well as parliamen- 
tary hearings. 

He proposed an all-party 
summit to resolve what he 
described as “turmoil and 
chaos”. 

Mr. Chun's iron-fisted 
rule lasted from 1980 to 
1988. It was marked by 


striking economic success- 
es, but overshadowed by the 
massacre in Kwangju that 
crushed resistance to bis 
martial law. 

Prosecutors are looking 
into the tragic decision to 
use crack paratroopers of 
the special warfare com- 
mand troops to put down 
the civil insurrection. 

By official count, almost 
200 people were killed in 
the fierce hand-to-hand 
fighting. Residents say 
thousands died. 

Ex-President Choi was 
installed as caretaker presi- 
dent after President Park 
Chung-Hee was assassinat- 
ed in 1979. He was forced 
to concede power to Mr. 
Chun and his elite military 
clique after they shot their 
way to power in Kwangju. 

Many South Koreans 
applauded Mr. Chun’s arrest 
Sunday, saying justice had 
been served. One Seoul 
restaurant offered free 
drinks and food in celebra- 
tion. 

“This is a historical event 
that will never be forgot- 
ten ” said restaurant opera- 
tor Choi Seung-Yong, 34. 

“He has no-one to blame 
but himself. He should be 
killed for all those who died 
in the Kwangju massacre,” 
said student Kim Chung- 
Nam. 

Some Seoul residents fret- 
ted about the damage done 
to the country’s internation- 
al reputation. 

“He deserves to be pun- 
ished, but what will foreign- 
ers think when they learn 
two of our former presi- 
dents are in jail?” said Kim 
Sun-Sook, who lives in the 
United Stares but is current- 
ly visiting SeouL 

Another restaurant owner 
in Seoul, Chung Jong-Sun, 
celebrated Mr. Chun’s arrest 
by offering food and drink L 


on the house. 

“Chun’s arrest is every- 
one’s victory,” Mr. Chung 
was quoted as saying. He 
said be was in prison for me 
year for taking part in the 
Kwangju protests. 

Shin Dae-Kyun of the 
Citizens’ Coalition for 
Economic Justice said Ml 
‘ Chun’s defiance * was 
“ignoring the country's law 
and order”. 

Among middle-aged citi- 
zens who lived through the 
1950-53 Korean War, plea- 
sure that the arrogant coup 
leader had finally been 
bumbled was tempered by 
worries that Pyongyang 
may spy an opportunity for 
another military adventure 
in the political turmoil. 

“North Koreans are 
clever. They can always use 
this to attack,” said Kim 
Duk-Hee. 

The affluent who spend 
their days playing the stock 
market were unimpressed. 
They remember nostalgical- 
ly Mr. Chun’s days of eco- 
nomic stability. 

Some people said Mr. 
Chun should be punished 
but should leave it until 
after the enactment of a spe- 
cial law ordered by 
President Kim. 

“Why are prosecutors in 
such a burry to indict Ml 
Chtm when they didn’t do 
so before? Chun should be 
punished but wait for the 
special law. We have waited 
this long, why not slightly 
longer,” said 66-year-old 
housewife Kim Duk-Sirim. 

Others resented Mr. 
Chun's tone of defiance. 

“He should have at least 
said be was sorry for all 
those who died in the May 
18 massacre. He showed no 
sympathy and came out too 
strongly,” said Kim Duk- 
Hee. 


Report: EU should mean more to citizens 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
benefits of being in the 
European Union are less 
clear to many of its current 
citizens than to those of 
Eastern Europe striving to 
join, a report on Europe’s 
future will say this week. 

The report, to be unveiled 
Tuesday but obtained by 
Reuters at the weekend, 
urges EU leaders to make 
the bloc more relevant to its 
citizens, to prepare it prop- 
erly for a dozen or more 
new members and to 
increase its role on the 
world stage. 

But it also makes clear 
that the EU is far from 
agreed on what needs to be 
done to achieve these goals, 
with Britain in particular 
opposed to any radical 
change. 

“A Strategy For Europe”, 
written by a high-level 
study group of mainly 
European affairs ministers, 
will be given to EU leaders 
at their summit in Madrid 
on Dec. 15 and 16. It is 
designed to be a tentative 
agenda for the EU's 1996 
review of its treaties. 

It accepts that next year’s 
review, formally called the 
inter-governmental confer- 
ence although it will be an 
open-ended series of nego- 


tiations, will not see a 
wholesale rewriting of EU 
treaties. 

“We consider that the con- 
ference should focus on 
necessary changes, without 
embarking on a complete 
revision of the treaty ” it 
says. 

Gone, too, are the days 
when Enro-visionaries 
talked of a united states of 
Europe. “The union is not 
and does not want to 
become a super-state,” the 
report says, adding that it 
nonetheless must be more 
than a simple a economic 
market. 

But admitting that the 
rationale for further integra- 
tion is not -evident to a 
growing number of EU citi- 
zens, the report says tile EU 
must brought closer to its 
people through more open- 
ness, more job creation and 
better efforts at fighting 
crime. 

“All those (Eastern) 
European nations rediscov- 
ering their freedom wish to 
join... .yet in Western 
Europe there is a growing 
sense of public disaffec- 
tion” jt says. 

The report says that bring- 
ing Poland, Hungary, the 
Baltic states and others into 
the union is essential for 


Europe's stability, but will 
not be easy. 

It indicates widespread 
disagreement among the 
current EU states about how 
to adapt their institutions 
and decision-making 
processes — designed for a 
smaller bloc — to be effi- 
cient in a potential union of 
27 or more countries. 

Britain, in particular, 
remains opposed to a num- 
ber of reforms supported by 
the majority, including 
watering down the right of 
single countries to veto pro- 
posals they don’t like and 
giving the European 
Parliament more say in leg- 
islative affairs. 

The report does not men- 
tion Britain by name, refer- 
ring simply to “one of us”, 
but London has well herald- 
ed its positions throughout 
tbe drafting of the report 

There is agreement on tbe 
need for improving the way 
the EU acts jointly in for- 
eign policy matters, a prin- 
ciple written into the 
Maastricht Treaty but which 
has not been overly success- 
ful in the two years the 
treaty has been in effect. 

“The union must be able 
to analyse and prepare its 
external action jointly,” the 
report says. 


Thousands of people leave homes in 
Montserrat as volcano threatens to erupt 


PLYMOUTH, Montserrat 
(R) — Residents of Mont- 
serrat's capital moved from 
their homes Saturday as 
activity in tbe island’s vol- 
cano raised fears of a dead- 
ly eruption in (he British 
colony. 

Authorities said the relo- 
cation was going smoothly 
and scientists had reported 
no significant change in the 
activity of the chance's peak 
volcano. 

Montserrat's government 
Friday had declared a state 
of emergency and ordered 
the phased relocation of 
3.000 to 4,000 of the 
island's 11,000 residents 
. from the southeastern pari 
i of tbe island. 

In a statement issued by 
i the government information 
office, Monserrat Governor 
Frank Savage Friday had 
told islanders (be lava dome 
in a vent of the Chance's 


Peak volcano was growing 
slowly, indicating a slim but 
increasing chance of erup- 
tion in the next few weeks. 

“Scientists feel there is a 
small chance, but a chance 
nonetheless, which must be 
taken seriously, of material 
flowing down the (vol- 
cano's) western slope into 
the capital. Plymouth,” 
Frank Savage, governor of 
the 39-square-mile (101- 
square-kiiometre) island, 
told the Caribbean News 
Agency Saturday. 

The latest evacuation is 
the second since July 18, 
when the volcano, dormant 
for more than 100 years, 
roared to life, spewing hot 
gases, rock and ash on sur- 
rounding countryside. In 
late August, the government 
ordered more than half of 
the population from their 
home, forcing them to live 
for two weeks in cramped 


quarters before they were 
allowed back home. 

Though the volcano con- 
tinued to emit steam and ash 
periodically through the 
fell, islanders have reported 
no similar eruption since 
July. 

“There’s been no sparks 
and lava and all this stuff,” 
said Carol Osborne, owner 
of the Vue Pointe Hotel, 
located north of the vol- 
cano, Saturday. 

Mr. Savage stud Ply- 
mouth, emptied during the 
last evacuation, would re- 
main open for essential ser- 
vices. He also said scientists 
expected no major eruption 
soon. 

Montserrat, a lush, moun- 
tainous island in tbe eastern 
Caribbean, lies about 43 
kilometres southwest of 
Antigua and 400 kilometres 
southeast of Puerto Rico. 


Vote shows 
German 
Greens true 
to pacifist 
roots 

BREMEN, Germany (R) 
— Germany’s pacifist 
Greens remained true to 
their roots Saturday and 
voted at a party congress to 
reject tbe use of military 
intervention to resolve 
armed conflicts. 

Dismissing appeals from 
parliamentary co-leader 
Joschka Fischer that force 
was sometimes needed to 
stop genocide, delegates 
agreed after a day of pas- 
sionate debate that eco- 
nomic sanctions should be 
tbe last resort for securing 
peace. 

They backed tbe idea of 
creating lightly armed U.N. 
peacekeeping units to be 
sent to crisis areas and said 
force could be used if nec- 
essary to enforce trade 
sanctions against aggres- 
sors. 

“I am extremely satis- 
fied,” co-leader Juergen 
Trittin said. “A clear major- 
ity opposed military inter- 
vention.” 

Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's plan to send 4,000 
German soldiers to the 
Balkans to help enforce a 
peace deal for Bosnia split 
tbe Greens, whose party 
grew out of the student 
protests and peace move- 
ment of the 1960s and 
1970s to become 
Germany's third political 
force. 

Mr. Trittin and parlia- 
mentary co-leader Keratin 
Mueller argued that using 
armed might to settle con- 
flicts would do more harm 
than good and militarise 
German foreign policy 
after 50 years of post-war 
restraint 

“The question here is 
whether or not we want to 
accept military means as a 
way to settle conflicts,” 
Ms. Mueller said before the 
vote to solid applause from 
700 delegates. 



Cotonou Airport personnel lay on the red carpet to keep it from blowing away as they 
wait for the arrival of tbe aircraft carrying French President Jacques Chirac for the 
Francophone summit currently being held in Benin (AFP photo) 

Chirac says Spread French 
language through cyberspace 


COTONOU (R) — Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac wants 
French speakers around tbe 
world to show speakers of 
Chinese, Arabic, Spanish 
and Japanese the way for- 
ward by hopping onto the 
information superhighway 
and making their voices 
beard. 

Mr. Chirac and other lead- 
ers attending the sixth 
Francophone summit in tbe 
west African stale of Benin 
urged fellow French speak- 
ers Saturday to ensure their 
movement becomes a major 
political voice in tbe world 
like tbe Commonwealth. 

Highlighting the domi- 
nance of English in tbe 
information revolution, they 
evoked the danger of being 
left behind. 

“I call on La Franco- 
phonie to take tbe lead in a 
vast campaign for linguistic 
pluralism and cultural 
diversity on tbe info rmati on 
highways,” Ml Chirac told 
tbe opening session of the 
three -day gathering. 

“1 want this call .from 
Cotonou to underline this 
ambition and be understood 
throughout tbe world,” he 
said, adding: 

“Spanish and Arabic 
speakers, all those who 
express themselves in Hindi 
or in Russian, in Chinese or 
in Japanese are confronted 
by the same threat" 


La Francopbonie. a loose 
association of nations 
grouping 400 million peo- 
ple around tbe globe, has 
traditionally fought against 
tbe domination of English 
in the international lan- 
guage of trade, technology 
and communication. 

Mr. Chirac, attending his 
first Francophone summit 
as president, told leaders 
from the 47 members that 
French speakers had to 
ensure Bench was used on 
the information highways 
— or “inforoutes” as the 
French call them. 

“If our language, our pro- 
grammes. our creations are 
not strongly present in tbe 
new media, then our future 
generations will be eco- 
nomically and culturally 
marginalised,” he said. 

“We must produce and 
disseminate (information) 
in French. It’s a question of 
survival.” he told delegates. 

African states make up 
over half the movement's 
membership but Canada, 
Vietnam. Cambodia and 
Laos belong and the move- 
ment has spread its net to 
include Bulgaria, Romania 
and shortly Moldavia and 
Portuguese speaking Sao 
Tome and Principe. 

Leading member Quebec, 
a Canadian province, nearly 
became tbe world's newest 
French-speaking state when 


Francophone separatists 
lost an October referendum 
by a whisker. 

Mr. Chirac said the infor- 
mation revolution threat- 
ened to widen the gap 
between rich and poor and 
cause cultural uniformity. 
Poor countries, be said, 
should take part in the exer- 
cise. 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien took a similar 
tack. “La Francophonie 
must go on tbe offensive,” 
he said 

Organisers say tbe two- 
yearly s ummi t in the main 
city of tbe nation that is the 
original home of the voodoo 
cult and once of Amazon 
women warriors, will marie 
a turning point 

It will create the post of 
secretary-general to pro- 
mote the movement’s con- 
cerns as the Commonwealth 
does for Britain and its 
English-speaking ex- 
colonies. “The Francophone 
community must take its 
place in the coocert of 
nations,” Mr. Chirac said 

Tbe summit, meanwhile, 
lost cme of its participants 
before it began, when 
Djibouti President Hassan 
Gouled Aptidon, 79, fell ill 
before taking his seat. 
French officials said he was 
flown to France for treat- 
ment after suffering a nose- 
bleed. 


Bangladesh to hold polls in January 


DHAKA (AFP) — Elec- 
tions for Bangladesh’s sixth 
parliament will be held on 
Jan. 18. it was announced 
here Sunday. 

Nomination papers for the 
upcoming general elections 
for the 300 directly-elected 
seats will close on Dec. 17, 
chief Election Commis- 
sioner a.K.M. Sadeque told 
reporters. 

The fifth parliament, 
elected in 1991, was dis- 
solved on Nov. 24 follow- 
ing a months-long standoff 
between the government 
and tbe opposition. 

Tbe main opposition par- 
ties had been demanding 
Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia’s resignation and fresh 
elections under a neutral 
caretaker government, 
claiming free and fair elec- 
tions were impossible under 


Mrs. Khaleda. 

Mrs. Khaleda bad turned 
down the demand as uncon- 
stitutional but offered to 
resign 30 days ahead of 
polls and to hold a direct 
dialogue with her main rival 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed of tbe 
Awami League. 

Mr. Sadeque’s announce- 
ment came after Mrs. 
Khaleda announced in the 
port city of Chittagong 
Friday that she was ready to 
discuss with Mrs. Hasina 

Tbe prospect of an interim 
administration under Presi- 
dent Abdur Rahman Bis- 
was, provided it was within 
the constitutional frame- 
work. 

There was no immediate 
opposition response to tbe 
Dew election schedule. 

A spokesman at Mrs. 
Hasina's office said top 


leaders were at a meeting 
and would issue a statement 
later. He declined to make 
any instant comment 

Leaders of the Jatiya Party 
of deposed President 
Hussain Mohammad Er- 
shad and the fundamentalist 
Jamaat-E-Islami party were 
also holding meetings and 
were unavailable for com- 
ment 

The Bangladeshi news 
agency (BSS) quoted Mr. 
Sadeque as saying his com- 
mission would ensure 
absolutely free and fair 
polls and voicing tbe hope 
that all political parties 
would take part in them. 

Tbe elections process will 
have been completed before 
tbe Muslim fasting month 
of Ramadan beginning Jan. 
22 . 


Burma’s Suu Kyi vows to 
pursue democracy campaign 


RANGOON (R) — Bur- 
mese democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi vowed 
io continue her struggle for 
a popular political system in 
military-ruled Burma and 
rejected government sug- 
gestions she was inciting 
the people to take to the 
streets. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, speaking to 
a crowd of some 3,000 peo- 
ple outside her Rangoon 
home late Saturday' after- 
noon, said if anyone would 
suffer in the fight for 
democracy in Burma it 
would be her and other 
leaders of her group, not the 
ordinary people. 

“Since the founding of the 
NLD we decided to strive in 
a dignified and just way by 
making sacrifices for the 
emergence of an adminis- 
tration and political system 
as desired by the people. We 
will keep on working 
according to that decision ” 
she said. 


Last week Ms. Suu Kyi 
pulled her National League 
for Democracy (NLD) out 
of a government-organised 
convention drawing up the 
guidelines of a new consti- 
tution, saying the proceed- 
ings were undemocratic. 

Tbe NLD’s boycott of the 
National Convention, which 
has been meeting intermit- 
tently since January 1993, 
was the pro-democracy 
party's most significant act 
of defiance since Ms. Suu 
Kyi was released from six 
years of house arrest in July. 

Apparently referring to 
articles in state-run newspa- 
pers suggesting she was try- 
ing to incite the people to 
take to the streets Ms. Suu 
Kyi said she would never 
use such a tactic. 

“Some accuse us of incit- 
ing the people to protest on 
the streets. We will never 
use the method of sacrific- 
ing the people. If anyone is 
to suffer we will go to the 


front to suffer first,” she 
told the crowd 

In her regular weekend 
meetings with the crowds 
outside her home Ms. Sun 
Kyi has repeatedly called 
for patience and restraint in 
the campaign to end 33 
years of military rule. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, the daughter 
of Genera] Aung San, 
Burma’s national hero who 
negotiated independence 
from Britain after World 
War n, emerged as Burma's 
principal democracy leader 
during huge anti-govern- 
ment protests which swept 
the country in 1988. 

The military eventually 
suppressed the demonstra- 
tions and detained Ms. Suu 
Kyi in 1989 for “endanger- 
ing the state”. 

Tbe NLD won more than 
80 per cent of the seats in a 
1990 election but the mili- 
tary ignored the result. 


Santa mails first 
worldwide replies 

HELSINKI, Finland (AP) 
— With the help of his 
numerous elves, Santa 
Claus Saturday sent off 
almost 100,000 replies' to 
good children all around 
foe world from his post 
office on tbe Arctic Circle. 
Last month, Santa's 30 lit- 
tle elves were busy answer- 
ing a record number of let- 
ters from more than 100 
countries, in the first batch 
of replies to be mailed 
before Christmas.. “I think 
we're heading for an all- 
time record of 400,000 let- 
ters from around foe 
world,” Santa said by 
mobile phone from his 
headquarters near Rova- 
niemi, 830 kilometres 
north of Helsinki. Last 
year, more than 300,000 
children from 132 coun- 
tries wrote to Santa, who 
lives on a mountain in 
northern Finland near the 
Arctic Circle. They were 
mostly from Poland, Japan 
and Britain. Santa and his 
little helpers reply to chil- 
dren's letters in 12 lan- 
guages, telling them about 
Fatter Christmas, his elves 
and the reindeer that live in 
La pland, foe northernmost, 
Arctic region of Finland. 
Santa's post office and his 
workshop also are popular 
tourist venues with hun- 
dreds of thousands of annu- 
al visitors. Every winter, 
travel agencies arrange 
direct flights to Rovaniemi 
from Japan, foe United 
Stales and Europe, includ- 
ing by supersonic 
Concorde from London. 
The address is: Santa 
Claus’ Post Office, Fin- 
96930 Arctic Circle, 
Finland. 

Princess Michael 
falls from her 
horse 

AYR, Scotland (AP) — 
Princess Michael of Kent 
fell from ter horse while 
riding in a hunt on a 
Scottish estate Saturday 
and was treated for a neck 
strain injury. The princess, 
bom Marie-Chri stine Vbn 
Reibnitz, was taken into 
tbe hospital on a stretcher, 
but left walking with her 
husband. Prince Michael, a 
first cousin of Queen 
Elizabeth il. In London, a 
spokesman at Buckingham 
Palace said, “It was a 
minor neck strain and she' 
was discharged after exam- 
ination.” 

Sharon Stone 
urges more funds 
for AIDS research 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Actress Sharon Stone 
appealed for more dona- 
tions to AIDS research as 
tbe United Nations marke d 
World AIDS Day. “We 
have to put tbe intensity of 
our heartbreak into the 
force of our will to contain 
and to finish the AIDS situ- 
ation,” Stone told a news 
conference at UJ*J. Head- 
quarters. “I’m shocked by 
how little we know and 
how little we understand.” 
Stone and actress Natasha 
Richardson appeared at a 
luncheon sponsored by the 
American Foundation For 
AIDS Research, which 
hopes to raise $76 million 
for AIDS research. 

Antonio Banderas 
has a great new 
deal 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — 
Antonio Banderas has a 
great new deal: More 
movies, more control and 
more love. His recent deal 
with Warner Brothers 

allows him to make two 

films in three years with a 
choice of 12 scripts. The 
deal should allow him to 
slow down and spend more 
time with girlfriend 

Melanie Griffith. He also 
will be able to produce, and 
eventually direct, his own 
films. “They're giving me 
an office, and Melanie has 
one there,” he said 

Thursday during a visit 
home to promote his and 
Griffith’s new film. Two 
Much. The film, which co- 
stars with Danny Aiello, 
Darryl Hannah and Eli 
Wallach, opens on 
Valentine’s Day in foe 
United States. 
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Bolivian military police guard the site where army troops dig for the remains of the legendary Argentine- Cuban 
guerrilla leader Ernesto “Che” Guevara. The site is at an abandoned runway of the Veltegrande Airport 770 kilo- 
metres southeast of the Bolivian capital of La Paz (AFP photo) 

Digging for remains of Che Guevara resumes 


VALLEGRANDE, Bolivia 
(R) — Digging in search of 
legendary revolutionary 
leader Ernesto “Che” Gue- 
vara’s remains resumed 
Saturday near the remote 
Bolivian town of VaUe- 
grande after a brief pause 
caused by rainstorms. 

Heavy rains Friday forced 
a squad of SO soldiers com- 
manded by two generals to 
halt the search for the body 
of Che, killed by Bolivian 
troops 28 years ago after 
leading a doomed, nine- 
month rebel war in jungle- 
covered mountains. 

“This is a Che miracle," 
said Mariana Espinoza, a 
dweller of the drought-hit 
town. “We went for months 
without rain and suddenly 
we get this blessing just 
when it seems they are find- 


ing the remains of Che.” 

But the rains stopped and 
local campesinos joined the 
legion of soldiers who 
Friday started digging with 
picks and spades in the 
Vallegrande airstrip. 

Bolivian authorities, who 
had initially planned to stop 
the excavations Sunday due 
to nation-wide municipal 
elections, said Saturday 
they will continue non-stop. 

Argentine forensic anthro- 
pologist Alejandro Inchaur- 
regui is leading the dig 
along a 100-metre by 10- 
metre strip behind the old 
cemetery of Vallegrande. 

Hie search for the re mains 
of Fidel Castro's deputy in 
the revolution and Cuba’s 
most revered hero was guid- 
ed by the testimony of two 


witnesses whose identities 
are being kept secret 

One of them is believed to 
have driven the tractor used 
to cover the mass grave 
containing the bodies of the 
Argentine-bom Che and 
otter left-wing rebels killed 
in combat 

The digging was ordered 
by President Gonzalo 
Sanchez De Lozada to give 
a Catholic burial to the 
1960s firebrand, who 
remains a leftist ideological 
icon decades after his death. 

Once bones are found 
they will be removed for 
identification. A team of 
Argentine experts will 
arrive next Tuesday to 
search beneath the soil with 
radar. 

Guevara, wounded and on 
the verge of starvation, was 


captured on Oct 8, 1967, 
and was shot the next day 
by a single gunman by 
orders of the army’s top 
commanders, according to 
veterans of the fight against 
leftist rebels. 

On Thursday hundreds of 
onlookers watched in frus- 
tration as retired Geo. Mario 
Vargas Salinas paced the 
dusty airstrip only to say he 
could not remember where 
Che lies. 

Gen. Vargas Salinas 
revealed a military secret 
almost three decades old 
when he declared last 
mouth that Che's remains 
were buried near the 
Vallegrande airstrip, a vast 
area as big as SO soccer sta- 
diums surrounded by hills. 


Diana boosts image by 
revealing hospital visits 


LONDON (R) — Prin- 
cess Diana, estranged 
Wife of .heir to the throne 
Prince Charles, boated 
her public image limber 
Sunday with an interview 
revealing that she pays 
late-night visits to hospi- 
tals to comfort the seri- 
ously ill. 

She told the News Of 
The World newspaper 
“There are hundreds of 
patients who are there 
without their own loved 
ones and need a human 
presence. I really love 
helping. I seem to draw 
strength from them." 

The revelations come 
two weeks after the- 
princess told the nation in 
an unprecedented inter- 
view on BBC Television 
that she wanted to be 
queen of their hearts and 
have a useful role in her 
own right 

An opinion poll for the 
Sunday Times newspaper 
showed the gamble, 
which enraged the palace 
which had been kept in 
the dark until a few days 
before the interview’s 
screening, had paid off. 

The new poll showed 
Princess Diana’s public 
sympathy rating jumped 
from 27 per cent before 
the interview to 39 per 
cent ■ now. Prince 
Charles’s sank from 10 to 
eight per cent 

In her new interview. 
Princess Diana said she 
visits two hospitals on a 
regular basis, going out 
from her Kensington 
Palace residence dressed 
in jeans and a baseball 
cap late at night to avoid 
being recognised. 

“These people, cancer 
patients or people with 
other illnesses, they come 
out of the operating the- 
atre and come round 
alone, and I try to be there 
for them," she said. 

Buckingham Palace 
said Saturday the princess 
has met top royal aides to 
discuss her future. 

The royal establishment 
offered her talks after her 
frank BBC interview 
where she admitted to 
adultery, branded palace 
officials as "the enemy", 
and won applause from 
the people. 

The Mail On Sunday 
said Princess Diana made 


a series of demands, for a 
new image for the monar- 
chy and for her crowd- 
pulling potential to be 
recognised and not derid- 
ed within the palace. 

It quoted a palace 
source as saying the 
princess called the shots 
at the meeting, leaving no 
doubt who was in charge. 

“The meeting was per- 
fectly amicable,” a palace 
spokesman said. Princess 
Diana, 34, met senior 
royal household figures 
last week. 

“There will no doubt be 
further meetings. When 
there is something sub- 
stantive to say we will say 
it,” he added. 

In her BBC interview, 
seen by many as tit-for-tat 
revenge for Prince 
Charles’ TV confession 
last year that he had teen 
unfaithful with his - old 
married frietxl Camilla 
Parker Bowles, Princess 
Diana said she had had an 
affair too, with army 
major James Hewitt. 

She also spoke frankly 
about her depression, 
loneliness and eating dis- 
order bulimia during her 
ill-starred marriage which 
began in 1981 and fell 
apart finally two sons and 
11 years later when the 
couple separated. Divorce 
is on the cards. 

In the Sunday limes 
poll, most people said 
they did not want Princess 
Diana as queen if Prince 
Charles one day succeeds 
his mother Queen 

Elizabeth to the throne. 

But half backed 

Princess Diana’s pre- 
■ ferred option, that Prince 
Charles should stand 
aside for their son Prince 
William to be the next 
king. 

Only 43 per cent of the 
1,035 adults polled want- 
ed Prince Charles to 
become king, something 
he has been groomed for 
all his life and which he 
has vowed to do. A third 
would prefer a republic. 


‘IRA moved arms to 
frustrate peace move’ 


LONDON (R) — One of 
Northern Ireland’s leading 
politicians accused the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
Sunday of trying to torpedo 
the latest peace initiative by 
“moves of a very threaten- 
ing nature” with arms held 
in the Irish Republic. 

David Trimble, leader of 
the pro-British official 
Ulster Unionist Party, said 
the episode proved that it 
was vital that guerrilla 
groups in the province 
should surrender then- 
weapons before talks on 
Northern Ireland’s constitu- 
tional future get under way. 

The British and Irish gov- 
ernments announced last 
weekend that they had 
agreed to set up an interna- 
tional commission beaded 
by U.S. Senator George 
Mitchell to look at the 
vexed question of the huge 
caches of arms and explo- 
sives held by such groups. 

In what ■ is known as a 
twin-track approach, the 
two governments also 
agreed to hold preliminary 
talks with the Northern 
Ireland political parties, 
including Sion Fein, the 
IRA’s political wing. 

The agreement was 
reached just before U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
began a visit to Britain and 
Ireland which included a 
trip to Belfast to give fresh 
impetus to the peace 
process. 

Mr. Trimble, speaking on 
BBC Television, said: “In 
the run-up to the agreement 
on twin-track, the IRA 
started to move weapons 


around in the Irish 
Republic.” 

He [ said this' explained 
reports in some newspapers 
hist Sunday quoting sources 
in the British intelligence 
service MI5 as saying the 
16-month Northern Ireland 
ceasefire was about to 
break down. 

“We knew at that stage 
that the ERA were making 
moves of a very threatening 
nature and it is that reason 
why we have to see this 
issue dealt with,” Mr. 
Trimble said. 

“The important thing.. is 
that both the British and 
Irish governments ignored 
the threats coming from the 
IRA, threats designed to 
prevent this commission 
coming into existence ” 

His allegations sparked a 
sharp exchange with John 
Hume, leader of the Social 
Democratic and Labour 
Party, which favours a unit- 
ed Ireland, who was 
appearing on the same pro- 
gramme. 

Interrupting Mr. Trimble, 
Mr. Hume said: “You’re 
speculating.” Ml Trimble 
replied firmly: “I’m not”. 

A spokesman at Prime 
Minister John Major’s 
office declined to comment 
on Mr. Trimble’s claims 
although he noted that the 
Unionist leader had given 
no source for his informa- 
tion. 

“We don’t comment on 
security matters or on intel- 
ligence on paramilitary 
organisations,” the spokes- 
man said. 


Sen. Alan Simpson 
announces retirement 


CODY, Wyoming (AP) — 
Republican Sen. Alan 
Simpson announced to a 
hometown crowd that he 
will not seek another term 
after 17 years in Congress. 

Sen. Simpson made the 
announcement Saturday be- 
fore a crowd of more than 
200 at a Cody Country 
Chamber of Commerce 
meeting. 

Sen. Simpson is the third 
senator in the past month,' 
after Mark Hatfield. 
Republican of Oregon and 
Nancy Kassebaum, Repub- 
lican of Kansas, to an- 
nounce plans not to seek re- 


election in 1996. 

Four Republicans, includ- 
ing Sen. Simpson, and eight 
Democrats are leaving the 
Senate when their terms 
end 13 months from now. 
The last time that many 
senators retired was a cen- 
tury ago — in 1896. 

Sen. Simpson, 64, won 
his fust U.S. Senate race in 
1978 and easily defeated 
challengers in re-election 
bids in 1984 and 1990. 

As a senator, he became 
known for his quick wit and 
sharp criticism leveled at 
those in both parties he felt 
were acting irrationally. 


Sri Lankan troops overwhelm 
Jaffna; raise national 



COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan troops Sunday 
raised the national flag in 
Jaffna symbolising victory 
over Tamil Hger separatists 
after almost 50 days of bit- 
ter fighting which left some 
2,500 people killed on both 
sides. 

Senior military comman- 
ders hoisted the flag at the 
Dutch-built Jaffna Fort for 
the first time since 1990 
when foe town fell to the 
separatist Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
officials said. 

The brief ceremony came 
a day after troops stormed 
the 16th-century fort, now 
in a shambles, following the 
Oct. 17 offensive aimed at 
dismantling a de facto 
LTTE state with the north- 
ern town of J affn a as capi- 
tal. 

Military officials said the 
Sri Lankan flag, depicting a 
sword-wielding yellow lion 
on a red background which 
has been held in contempt 
by the Tigers, was raised 
from the ramparts of the 
fort 

Soldiers kept up a search 
for explosives at key land- 
marks in the Jaffna City 
centre. The rebel resistance 
had died down and army 
engineers moved from 
building to builing defusing 
booby-traps, foe officials 
said. 


“We have a stranglehold 
on Jaffna now,” chief mili- 
tary spokesman Sarafo 
Munasinghe asserted. 
“There may be some Tigers 
trapped inside, but they 
can’t leave. We are going 
after them.” 

The army was occupying 
Jaffna’s main bus station, 
foe region’s largest hospital, 
an imposing clock tower in 
foe heart of foe deserted 
town and the former gov- 
ernment secretariat 

“There are still a lot of 
lEDs (improvised explosive 
devices) in houses and 
buildings and we are clear- 
ing them," Brig. 
Munasinghe added. Six sol- 
diers have been killed and 
20 wounded since the fort 
was taken Saturday. 

Brig. Munasinghe said 
more than 400 Tamil civil- 
ians who did not join a mass 
exodus and had taken 
refuge in a church and a 
school were under foe care 
of the army. 

“There are lot of people 
who stayed back," Brig. 
Munasinghe said. “They 
will be screened and given 
all assistance by authorities 
as pan of our rehabilitation 
programme.” 

Defence sources said foe 
entire town was in the hands 
of the Sri Lankan military 
for foe first time since 19S5, 
and a formal announcement 


of the long-expected victory 
would be made soon. 

The army’s capture of 
Jaffiia cost foe lives of at 
least 508 soldiers and 1,925 
guerrillas while the air force 
lost two transport planes 
and one navy supply craft. 

The fighting has left thou- 
sands of Tamils homeless 
and prompted a nationwide 
alert for Tiger revenge 
attacks, while the LTTE 
massacred 125 civilians and 
rocketed two giant oil 
depots here. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
Anuruddha Ratwatte, who 
led the army offensive, said 
the capture of Jaffha would 
not end foe military thrust 

"It will not be the end of 
foe operation,” he said. "In 
our quest for peace, this is 
only a symbol.” 

The five-pointed star- 
shaped fort has been a sym- 
bol of dominance over 
Jaffha, the fountainhead of a 
Tamil separatist campaign 
which has left more than 
50,000 people dead over 
tw o dec ades. 

LTTE supremo Velupillai 
Prabhakaran said in a Nov. 
27 message faxed Sunday 
by the rebels’ London office 
that more Tamil youths 
should join the separatist 
campaign. 

"This is crucial for the 
survival of foe Tamil 
nation," he said. “Our 


nation has been forced iDto 
a necessity to struggle for 
survival. 

"The young generation of 
Tamils cannot escape from 
this national duty, from this 
call of history." 

Sri Lanka Sunday called 
for volunteers to help with 
rehabilitation in Jaffiia 
which the army captured a 
day earlier. 

Housing Minister Nimal 
Siripala De Silva said 
Colombo needed a large 
number of volunteers to 
work in foe northern town 
of Jaffha, where scores of 
buildings were destroyed in 
fighting between troops and 
Tamil guerrillas. 

"Security forces have 
secured a major victory for 
a lasting peace,” the slate- 
run radio quoted him os say- 
ing. “There is a tremendous 
responsibility to undertake 
this massive task of rehabil- 
itation.” 

The minister said foe gov- 
ernment would not be able 
to carry out on its own the 
rebuilding of the battle- 
scarred region, which had 
no electricity for the past 
five years. 

Officials said foreign aid 
donors had pledged nearly 
$1 billion for the rehabilita- 
tion of foe northern region, 
but the money could not be 
drawn because of continu- 
ing fighting. 


Rwanda 

president 

blasts 

France 

KIGALI (R) — Rwanda’s 
President Pasteur Bizi- 
mungu attacked France 
Saturday, accusing it of 
having had a hand in 
1994's genocide and still 
wanting to control foe tiny 
central African country. 

In comments certain to 
further sour relations 
between the two nations, 
Mr. Bizimnngu accused 
Finance of trying to restore 
Rwanda’s former extremist 
Hutu regime to power and 
vowed to continue to resist 
French policies in the 
region. 

In remarks timed to coin- 
cide with Saturday’s start 
of foe Francophone sum- 
mit in Benin, Ml 
Bizimungu told a news 
conference: “France has 
had a hand in the genocide 
in this country, because it 
wanted to protect its agents 
who were in power here 
and to make of this country 
what it would have liked it 
to become. 

“What foe French are 
after now is to restore these 
people to power. France is 
interested in foe French 
language and the protec- 
tion of its policies here. 
But we will continue to 
resist these attempts.” 

France was one of the 
key supporters of 
Rwanda's defeated former 
Hutu regime, responsible 
for 1994’s genocide of up 
to a million ethnic Tutsis 
and allied Hutus in brutal 
ethnic frenzy. 

Its influence in Rwanda, 
a Belgian colony until 
independence in 1962, has 
deteriorated sharply since a 
Tutsi-led army swept to 
power last July. 

Many ministers in the 
new government including 
foe military strongman 
Paul Kagame, who is 
defence minister 'and vice- 
president, are Anglophone’ 
— a fact that has done little 
to dampen French fears 
Rwanda is slipping out qf 
its zone of influence. 

France armed and trained 
the Hutu government army 
and intervened in foe clos- 
ing stages of the civil war 
to set up a “safe zone” in 
southwestern Rwanda to 
protect civilians and stop 
foe Tntsi rebel advance. 

Senior members of the 
former government and the 
defeated army took shelter 
in foe French safe zone 
before fleeing to Zaire 
together with a million 
Hutu refugees. 


Thousands participate in antirBhutto rally 


RAWALPINDI, Pakistan 
(AFP) — Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto's chief 
political rival Nawaz Sharif 
led thousands of supporters 
in a rally here Sunday, vow- 
ing to oust her two-year old 
government 

Witnesses said some 
10,000 people flocked to 
foe rally, part of a public 
mobilisation campaign 
launched last month by the 
mai n opposition Pakistan 
Muslim League (PML), 
which is headed by the far- 
mer prime minister. 

-Traffic, remained blocked 
on a principal thoroughfare 
used by commuters 
between foe twin cities of 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad 
for hours, but no incidents 
were reported. 

“We will get rid of plun- 
derers of national wealth,” 
Ml Sharif said in an aggres- 
sive speech to a slogan 
chanting crowd, bitterly 
attacking what he called 
Ms. Bhutto’s economically 
ruinous and anti-democratic 
policies. 

The rally was primarily 
aimed at protesting against 


the alleged violations of 
women's rights by the gov- 
ernment and police excess- 
es against them. A contin- 
gent of women also took 
part in the male-dominated 
show. 

The PML claims police 
have mistreated female 
activists during public 
protests by foe party against 
foe government and a 
female MP, Tehmina 
Daultana, was hospitalised 
last week in Lahore due to 
injuries. 

The opposition is also 
angry pver a court verdict 
last month jailing nine PML 
women workers for six 
months on charges of dam- 
aging and ransacking a 
court in Rawalpindi after it 
rejected bail for an arrested 
PML parliamentarian. 

“These women are vic- 
tims of a woman prime 
minister ” Mr. Sharif thun- 
dered, accusing foe govern- 
ment of illegally detaining 
women from the Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement, an eth- 
nic opposition group in vio- 
lence-plagued city of 
Karachi. 


The government and 
opposition have teen 
locked in unabated political 
confrontation since Ms. 
Bbutto returned to power in 
an October 1993 election. 

The snap polls under a 
caretaker administration 
gflmft after Mr. Sharif 
resigned under pressure 
during a political crisis 
caused by his power tassle 
with the then president who 
was supported by Ms. 
Bhutto as opposition leader. 

Ms. Bhutto has accused 
Mr. Sharif's industrialist 
family - unlawfully 

extracting loans worth bilr 
lions of rupees while be was 
chief minister in foe key 
province of Punjab in the 
1980s and later as premier 
from 1990 until his resigna- 
tion. 

Mr. Sharif’s brother, 
Shahbaz, is currently in jail, 
facing trial on charges of 
bank loan fraud. The family 
claims foe government is 
trying to destroy its busi- 
ness interests out of 
revenge, a charged denied 
by Ms. Bhutto. 


Yeltsin foes appear close to victory 


MOSCOW (R) — Two 
weeks before a parliamen- 
tary election in Russia, the 
scene appears set for a vic- 
tory by President Boris 
Yeltsin's opponents and 
political parties are already 
looking beyond the Dec. 
17 vote. 

Most opinion polls sug- 
gest foe revived 
Communist Party led by 
Gennady Zyug&nrv will 
take the biggest share of 
seats in foe State Duma 
lower chamber. 

Along with potential 
allies from foe conserva- 
tive Agrarian Party and foe 
nationalist Congress of 
Russian Communities, the 
Communists are likely to 
have a solid majority. 

Political analysts are 
now speculating about 
how the possible 
Communist victory will 
influence a presidential 
poll scheduled for June 16, 
1996, and how Mr. Yeltsin 
will co-exist with a hostile 
parliament in foe run-up to 
it- 

“A ghost wanders across 
Russia, the ghost of com- 
munism,” said the liberal 
Izvestia daily Saturday 
paraphrasing the opening 
words of Karl Marx's 
Communist manifesto. 

Under a law which 
allows only parties and 
blocs which win five per 
cent or more of the vote to 
take up seats in parliament, 
few parties are expected to 
be represented and the 
Communists' share of the 
chamber could be magni- 
fied. 


The centre-right Our 
Home Is Russia -bloc led 
by Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin is likely to 
be the only grouping loyal 
to Mr. Yeltsin which will 
clear foe five per cent bar- 
rier. 

The liberal Yabloko 
Party led by economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky, . the 
Women Of Russia group 
and the ultra-nationalists 
of Vladimir Zhrinovsky 
are also likely to be serious 
contenders. 

The chances of otter par- 
ties — there are 43 of them 
running — are slim, 
according to most polls. 

Every party and politi- 
cian, including Mr. Yeltsin, 
is aware that foe real prize 
in Russian politics is the 
presidency and the fight 
for it has already started. 

The law gives foe presi- 
dent sweeping powers and 
the presidential poll could 
change the course of histo- 
ry for Russia yet again. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who spent 
nearly a month in hospital 
after a mild heart attack on 
Oct. 26 and is now recov- 
ering in a sanatorium, has 
said he will announce his 
decision on whether or uot 
to stand for a second term 
after foe Duma election. 

Presidential challengers 
are likely to include Ml 
Z hirinovsky and Mr. 
Yavlinsky. Mr. Zyuganov 
and the popular charismat- 
ic General Alexander 
Lebed may also run. 

A parliamentary victory 
would also be a morale 
booster for the opponents 


of Mr. Yeltsin whose popu- 
larity has plummeted. 

Izvestia warned that any 
attempt by the 
Communists to roll back 
privatisation and market 
reforms would trigger 

“inevitable catastrophic 
shocks for foe stale”. 

In theory, Mr. Yeltsin has 
enough powers to ignore 
the future Duma. But it 
could become a real nui- 
sance for him if it gener- 
ates anti-reform laws and 
overturns his vetoes with a 
two-thirds majority. 

Several Kremlin officials 
have indicated that the five 
per cent barrier leading to 
a parliament representing 
minority of foe voters 
could give ground to con- 
sider foe future Duma 
“unrepresentative” and 
probably unconstitutional. 

The Constitutional Court 
has refused to consider foe 
issue ahead of foe ballot, 
but it could be raised again 
if the result is too negative 
for foe Kremlin and its 
political allies. 

Mr. Yeltsin dissolved a 
conservative parliament m 
1993. 

“A threatening prospect 
— a victory by the 
Communist and paniotic 
forces in parliamentary 
and presidential elections 
— puts the same questions 
to democrats and reform- 
ers which they failed to 
resolve in 1993,” Izvestia 
said. 
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Humanitarian effort deserves push 

THE 26TH international conference of the 
Red Cross and the Red Crescent Societies, 
which begins today in Geneva, is yet another 
occasion to address humanitarian en- 
deavours against the backdrop of increased 
armed conflicts waged in utter disregard for 
basic humanitarian laws. Everywhere we 
look we see countries either engulfed by 
bloody dvil strifes or nations waging wars 
against one another on a scale and manner 
which suggests that man has yet to learn 
from the bitter lessons and experiences of the 
•past. 

To its credit, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been trying 
hard to “humanise” as much as possible all 
forms of armed conflicts, although most of 
these attempts have been in vain. While 
nations appear prepared to adopt even more 
stringent international legislation and codes 
of conduct on wars, most of these countries 
remain unprepared to put into effect whatev- 
er standards to which they have acceded 
rhetorically or even legally. The gap between 
the solemn commitments of nations from the 
four corners of the world to observe folly the 
provisions of the four Geneva conventions 
and their two additional protocols, on the 
one hand, and their actual performances, on 
the other, is ever more widening in spite of 
all attempts by the ICRC to make these 
conventions and their protoads operational 
and effective. 

The four-year intervals between one 
ICRC-sponsored international conference 
and the other to breathe new life Into old 
conventions and treaties seem to be still 
ineffective even when it comes to the most 
advanced countries of the world. When it 
comes to the prosecution of warfare, even the 
most so-called civilised nations on earth 
becomes prone to forget their treaty commit- 
ments under customary humanitarian law. 
How to change this international profile must 
therefore be uppermost on the minds of the 
organisers of this year’s conference. When 
neither the atrocities and war crimes that 
were committed in Bosnia nor the crimes 
against humanity that were perpetrated in 
Burundi or Checbenya have succeeded in 
stirring the conscience of the international 
community into meaningful action, the big- 
gest challenge facing the Geneva meeting 
becomes how to mobilise stronger and more 
effective international support for humani- 
tarianism and make maw a bit more human 
when having to fight wars. Let ns hope that 
this week's gathering under the auspices of 
the ICRC will succeed where all previous 
periodic conferences have failed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra'i Arabic daily on Sunday voiced 
concern over the democratisation process as a result of 
present confrontations between the government - and the 
opposition. Mazen Hijazi said both the government and the 
opposition were responsible for having this process get into 
a problematic situation. He said mistakes that happened at 
the start of the democratisation process can only be 
addressed by more democratic practices. He voiced hope 
that any reply to some excesses by newspapers will not I* 5 a 
pretext to enacting a press and publications law that would 
contravene democratic codes. He also voiced hope that any 
reply to presidents of professional associations who oppose 
normalising ties between Jordan and Israel would not be a 
reason for a confrontation between the government and tbe 
associations. Mr. Hijazi said Jordan has always overcome 
1 difficulties and challenges facing it. He said the Islamic 
movements, which were violent in other countries, lived 
peacefully in Jordan and Islamists in Jordan assumed 
ministerial and parliamentary posts. He said national unity 
should always be preserved in spite of all challenges. If 
associations refuse to normalise ties with Israel, so be it and 
if the Islamists choose to do the same, let them do so. said 
the writer, who added that Israel and the United States also 
have their opposition and they use the opposition to serve 
their pmposes. So why is it only us who reveal their cards 
and do not use them in winning gains from the opposite 
parties, he asked. He added: We really hope that the 
government would dedicate its efforts to serving citizens 
3 nd reducing burdens shouldered by them as well as 
improving living standards, especially after the promises 
made after the signing of the (Jordanian-Israeli) peace 
treaty which unfortunately was followed by speedy and 
consecutive hikes in the prices of staples and customs 
duties. He also said that the opposition also ought to care 
more about citizens and national unity. 


Human Rights File 


Ensuring better respect for human rights 


THE CONVENING of tbe 26th International Conference 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Geneva 
today comes against the backdrop of increased disregard 
for humanitarian law across the globe. The International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which holds periodic 
meetings for the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has 
aimed to advance not only the adoption of progressive 
humanitarian laws but also to implement them In the most 
effective and faithful manner. After centuries of persistent 
and dedicated work to ameliorate hardships for mankind, 
whether from natural disasters or from man-made catas- 
trophes, such as wars and dvil strifes, mankind is stOl far 
from enjoying the full fruits of this humanitarian effort. 

The conduct of modem warfare is still as brutal as the 
execution of oldstyled wars, if not more, due to the 
introduction of new technologies to instruments of death 
across the board. The gap between what the international 
community has legislated for itself as binding rules and 
guidelines whenever war becomes necessary and what it 
actually applies is alarmingly wide and getting wider all the 
time. A glance at most recent armed conflicts, whether in 
the Balkan or Burundi or Checbenya, would reveal a 
record of untold savagery that has surpassed anything that 
man has witnessed in past eras of conflicts. This utter 

foe^agemta of tbe Geneva gathering but ^^^mteome 
cannot be expected to exceed the usual rhetorical conde- 
mnation ana renewed oral commitments to humanise 
armed conflicts on the basis of the norms and standards 
prescribed by the Geneva Conventions, their two addition- 
al protocols and other related conventions. Meanwhile, the 


participating governments and national societies of the Red 
Cross or -Red Crescent would most probably remain 
unimpressed by the new and additional outcries 
spearheaded by the ICRC itself to end butchery, mass 
rape, mass murder and indiscrintinate killings, as they have 
demonstrated time and again in the past. After all, there 
were 25 si milar international conferences in the past 
without succeeding in making as much as a dent in human 
behaviour when it conies to waging wars. Man is still as 
inhuman as ever when it comes to fighting a fellow man and 
would not hesitate to deploy all instruments of death, 
including mass destruction weapons. Anti-personnel mines 
are now added to the growing list of weapons that is 
indiscriminate in their conesqnences. Soldiers are as 
obedient as ever to superior order even when their orders 
are to commit mass murder in cold blood. Rare, if ever, are 
Stories about men of war disobeying their orders even 
though international law would not only absolve them from 
responsibility should they disobey unlawful orders but also 
requests them to do so under the penalty of international 
humanitarian law. 

If all tbe past efforts are still basically futile in changing 
the fortunes of humanitarian law, then mankind should 
target other avenues in a bid to amend the gloomy picture. 
Increased international observance of wars has not suc- 
ceeded in the past. ICRC has always tried to m a in tai n an 
effective presence on the battlefield whenever there is an 
armed conflict This presence has yet to show full meaning- 
ful results. There must be other ways to implement 
international norms that have yet to be explored and put 
into effect. What comes to min d first in die category of 


untested new avenues could be tire creation of a standing 
international tribunal on tbe conduct of warfare under 'the 
aegis of the ICRC itself. Such an additional ICRC auxiliary 
body would enjoy a wide mandate to monitor waning 
nations during wars with recognisable powers to intercede 
forthwith whenever there are signs that tbe roles of wars 
are being repudiated to a systematic way. International 
observers airing on behalf of this body would perform as 
referees and watchdogs on every level of warfare. Coun- 
tries which refuse the presence of such observers or 
impedes their missions would be quickly identified and 
become subjects of international sanctions imposed by tbe 
U.N. Security Council. These added activities would 
naturally cost additional expenses. ICRC would obviously 
need extra funding in order to carry oat these new 
functions on behalf of mankind. 

Admittedly, any such forceful action would probably 
require tbe preparation and codification of yet another 
convention. States which opt to become parties thereto 
would be required to apply - faithfully its provisions. 
Governments which opt to stay out would be easily 
identified and then ostracised by the comity of nations. 
Bilateral and multilateral relations would be formulated 
and determined by the record of countries vis-a-vis this 
proposed convention. 

Meanwhile, the ICRC, which is the prime mover behind 
international humanitarian law and functions as an inde- 
pendent h umanitari an organisation based on impartiality, 
neutrality and independence, should be encouraged to 
speak out more strongly whenever there are grave and 
systematic violations of humanitarian provisions. 


Towards Euro- Mediterranean 


Following is the Ml text of the 
Barcelona declaration, adopted 
at the Euro-Mcditerrancan con- 
ference which was held on Nov. 

27-28. 


THE COUNCIL of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), represented 
by its president. Javier Solatia, 
minister for foreign affaire of 
Spain, 

Tbe European Commission, 
represented by Manuel Marin, 
vfoe-preskteut, 

Germany, represented by 
Klaus Kink el, vice-chancellor 
and minister for foreign affaire. 

Algeria, represented by 
Mohammad Salab Dembn, 
minister for foreign affaire, 
Austria, represented by Benita 
Ferrero-Waldner, state secret- 
ary, ministry of foreign affaire, 
Belgium, represented by Erik 
Deiyckc, minister for foreign 
affairs, 

Cyprus, rep resented by AJecos 
Mkhaebdes, minister for foreign 
affaire, 

Denmark, represented by 
Niels Hehneg Petersen, minister 
for foreign affaire, 

Egypt, represented by Amr 
Musa, minister , for foreign, 
affairs. >fak 

Spain, represented by Carlos 
Wcstendorp, state secretary for 
relations with tbe European 
Community, 

Finland, represented by Tarja 
Haionen, minister for foreign 
affaire, 

France, represented by Hcrvg 
de Charettc, minister for foreign 
affairs, 

Greece, represented by KAro- 
Ios Papoulias, minister for fore- 
ign affaire, 

Ireland, represented by Dick 
Spring, deputy prime minister 
and minister for foreign affaire, 
Israel, represented by Ehud 
Barak, minister for foreign 
affaire, 

Italy, represented by Ehud 
Susanna Agnelli, minister for 
foreign affaire, 

Jordan, represented by Abdnl 
Karim Kabariti, minister for 
foreign affaire, 

Lebanon, represented by 
Fares Bouez, minister for foreign 
affaire, 

Luxembourg, represented by 
Jacques F. Poos, deputy prime 
minister and minister for foreign 
affaire, foreign trade and coop- 
eration. 

Malta, rep r ese n ted by Guido 
de Marco , deputy prime minister 
and minister for foreign affairs, 
Morocco, represented by 
Abdul Latif Filali, prime minis- 
ter and minister for foreign 
affairs. 

The NtJanlands, represented 
by Hans van Mierlo, deputy 
prime minister and minister for 
foreign affaire, 

Portugal, represented by 
Jaime Gama, minister for foreign 
affaire, 

Tbe United Kingdom, repre- 
sented by Malcolm Rifkind 
QC MP, secretary of state for 
foreign and Commonwealth 
affairs. 

Syria, represented by Farouk 
Al-Sharaa, minister for foreign 
affairs, 

Sweden, represented by Lena 
Hjelra- Wallen, minister for fore- 
ign affairs, 

Tunisia, represented by Habib 
Ben Yahia, minister for foreign 
affairs, 

Turkey, represented by Deniz 
Baykal, deputy prune minister 
ana minister for foreign affaire. 
The Palestinian Authority, 
represented by Yasser Arafat, 
president of toe Palestinian Au- 
thority, 

Taking part in the Euro- 
Mediterranean conference in 
Barcelona: 


— stressing the strategic im- 
portance of the Mediterranean 
and moved by the will to give 
their future relations a new 
dimension, based on comprehen- 
sive cooperation and solidarity, 
in keeping with the privileged 
nature of the links forged by 
neighbourhood and history; . 

— aware that the new politic- 
al, economic and social issues on 
both tides of the Mediterranean 
constitute common challenges 
calling for a coordinated overall 
response; 


partnership 


— resolved to establish to that 
end a multi lateral and lasting 
framework of relations based on 
a spirit of partnership, with due 
regard for the characteristics, 
values and distinguishing fea- 
tures peculiar to each of the 
participants; 

— regarding Hint multilateral 
framework as tbe counterpart to 
a strengthening of bilateral rela- 
tions which it is important to 
safeguard, while laying stress on 
their specific nature; 

— stressing that this Euro- 
Mediterranean initiative is not 
intended to replace the other 
activities and initiatives under- 
taken in tbe interests of the 
peace, stability and development 
of the region, but that It wiD 
contribute to their success. Tbe 
participants support tbe realisa- 
tion ora just, comprehensive and 
lasting peace settlement in tbe 
Middle East based on the re- 
levant United Nations Security 
Council resolutions and (Hind- 
pies mentioned in the letter of 
invitation to the Madrid Middle 
East Peace Conference, includ- 
ing tbe principle of land for 
peace, with all that this implies; 

— convinced that the general 
objective of turning the 
Mediterranean basin into an area 
'of dialogue, exchange and coop- 
eration guaranteeing peace, sta- 
bility and prosperity requires a 
strengthening of democracy and 
respect for human rights, sustain- 
able and balanced economic and 
social development, measures to 
combat poverty and promotion 
of greater understanding be- 
tween cultures, which are all 
essential aspects of partnership. 

Hereby agree to establish a 
comprehensive partnership 
among the participants — the 
Euro-Mediterranean partnership 
— through strengthened political 
dialogue on a regular basis, the 
development of economic and 
financial cooperation and greater 
emphasis on the social, cultural 
and human dimension, these 
being the three aspects of the. 
Euro-Mediterranean part- 
nership. 

Political and security 
partnership: Establishing 
a common area of peace 
and stability 

The participants express their 
conviction that the peace, stabil- 
ity and security of the Mediterra- 
nean region are a common asset 
which they pledge to promote 
and strengthen try all means at 
their disposal. To this end they 
agree to conduct a strengthened 
political dialogue at regular in- 
tervals, based on observance of 
essentia] principles of interna- 
tional law, and reaffirm a num- 
ber of common objectives in 
matters of internal and external 
stability. 

In this spirit they undertake in 
the following declaration of prin- 
ciples to: 

— act in accordance with the 
United Nations Charter and tbe 
Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, as well as other obliga- 
tions under international law, in 
particular those arising out of 
regional and international instru- 
ments to which they are party; 

— develop the rule of law and 
democracy in their poetical sys- 
tems, while recognising in this 
framework the right of each of 
them to choose and freely de- 
velop its own political, socio- 
cultural, economic and judicial 
system; 

— respect human rights and 
fundamental freedoms and 
guarantee the effective legiti- 
mate exercise of such rights and 
freedoms, including freedom of 
expression, freedom of associa- 
tion for peaceful purposes and 
freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion, both individually 
and together with other members 
of the same group, without any 
discrimination on grounds of 
race, nationality, language, reli- 
gion or sex; 

— give favourable considera- 
tion. through dialogue between 
die parties, to exchanges of in- 
formation on matters relating to 
human rights, fundamental free- 
doms, racism and xenophobia; 


— respect and ensure respect 
for diversity and pluralism in 
their societies, promote toler- 
ance between different groups in 
society and combat manifesta- 
tions of intolerance, racism and 
xenophobia. The participants 
stress the importance of proper 
education in the matter of human 
rights and fundamental free- 
doms; 

— respect their sovereign 
equality and all rights inherent in 
their sovereignty, and fulfil in 
good faith the obligations they 
have assumed under internation- 
al law; 

— respect the equal rights of 
peoples and their right to self- 
determination, acting at all times 
in conformity with the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations and with the 
relevant norms of international 
law, including those relating to 
territorial integrity of states, as 
reflected in agreements between 
relevant parties; 

— refrain, in accordance with 
tbe rules of international law, 
from any direct or indirect in- 
tervention' in the internal affairs 
of another partner; 

— respect the territorial* in- 
tegrity and unity of each of -the 
other partners; 

— settle their disputes by 
peaceful means, call upon all 
participants to renounce re- 
course to the threat or use of 
force against the territorial in- 
tegrity of another participant, 
including tbe acquisition of terri- 
tory by force, and reaffirm and 
the right to fully exercise 
sovereignty by legitimate means 
in accordance with the U.N. 
Charter and international law; 

— strengthen their coopera- 
tion in preventing and combating 
terrorism, in particular by ratify- 
ing and applying the internation- 
al instruments they have signed, 
by acceding to such instruments 
and' by taking any other 
appropriate measure; 

— fight together against the 
expansion and diversification of 
organised crime and combat the 
drugs problem in ail its aspects; 

— promote regional security 
by acting, inter aha, in favour of 
nuclear, chemical and biological 
non-proliferation through adher- 
ence to and compliance with a 
combination of international and 
regional non-proliferation regim- 
es, and arms control and dis- 
armament agreements such as 
NPT, CWC, BWC, CTBT and/ 
or regional arrangements such as 
weapons free zones including 
their verification regimes, as weU 
as by fulfilling in good faith their 
commitments under arms con- 
trol, disarmament and non- 
proliferation conventions. 

The parties shall pursue a 
mutually and effectively verifi- 
able Middle East Zone free of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
nuclear, chemical and biological, 
and their delivery systems. 

Furthermore the parties will 
consider practical steps to pre- 
vent the proliferation of nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons 
as well as excessive accumulation 

of conventional arms. 

Refrain from developing milit- 
ary capacity beyond their legiti- 
mate defence requirements, at 
the same time reaffirming their 
resolve .to achieve the same de- 
gree of security and mutual con- 
fidence with the lowest possible 
levels of troops and wiaponry 
and adherence to CCW. 

Promote conditions likely to 
develop good-neighbourly rela- 
tion among themselves and sup- 
port processes aimed at stability, 
security, prosperity and regional 
and subregional cooperation. 

— consider any confidence 
and security-building measures 
that could be taken between the 
parties with a view to the crca- 
tion of an “area of peace and 
stability in the Mediterranean,” 
including the long-term possibil- 
ity of establishing a Euro- 
Mediterranean pact to that end. 

Economic and financial 
partnership: Creating an 
area of shared prosperity 

The participants emphasise the 
importance they attach to sus- 


tainable and balanced economic 
and soda! development with a 
view to achieving their objective 
of creating an area of shared 
prosperity. 

The partners acknowledge the 
difficulties that the question of 
debt can create for tbe economic 
development of tbe countries of 
the Mediterranean region. They 
agree, in view of the importance 
of their relations, to continue the. 
dialogue in order to achieve 
progress in the competent fora. 

Noting that the partners have 
to take up common challenges, 
albeit to varying degrees, the 
participants set themselves the 
following tong-term objectives: 

— acceleration of tbe pace of 
sustainable sodo-economic de- 
velopment; 

— improvement of the living 
conditions of their populations, 
increase in the employment level 
and reduction in the develop- 
ment gap in the Euro- 
Mediterranean region; 

— encouragement of regional 
cooperation and integration. 

With a view to achieving these * 
objectives, the participants agree 
to establish an economic and 
finandal partnership which, tak- 
ing into account the different 
degrees of development, will be 
based on: 

— the prog r essive establish- 
ment of a free-trade area; 

— the implementation of 
appropriate economic coopera- 
tion and concerted action in tbe 
relevant areas; 

— a substantial increase in the 
European Union's financial 
assistance to its partners. 

a) Free trade area 

The free-trade area will be 
established through the new 
'Euro- Mediterranean agreements 
and free-trade agreements be- 
tween partners of the European 
Union. Tbe parties have set 2010 
as the target date for the gradual- 
establishment of this area which 
wiD cover most trade with due 
observance of tbe obligations re- 
sulting from the WTO. 

With a view to developing 
gradual free trade m this area: 
Tariff and non-tariff barriers to 
trade in manufactured products 
will be progressively eliminated 
in accordance with timetables to 
be negotiated between the part- 
ners; taking as a starting point 
traditional trade flows, and as far 
as the various agricultural poli- 
cies allow and with due respect to 
the results achieved within the 
GATT negotiations, trade in 
agricultural products will be 
progressively liberalised through 
reciprocal preferential access 
among the parties; trade in ser- 
vices including right of establish- 
ment will be progressively liber- 
alised having due regard to the 
GATT agreement. 

The participants decide to 
facilitate the progressive estab- 
lishment of this free-trade area 
through 

— the adoption of suitable 
measures as regard rules of ori- 
gin. certification, protection of 
intellectual and industrial prop- 
erty rights and competition; 

— the pursuit and the develop- 
ment of policies based on the 
principles of market economy 
and the integration of their eco- 
nomies taking into account their 
respective needs and levels of 
development; 

— the adjustment and mod-' 
emisation of economic and soda] 
’structures, giving priority to the 
promotion and development of 
the private sector, to the upgrad- 
ing of the productive sector and 
to the establishment of an- 
appropriate institutional and reg- 
ulatory framework for a market 
economy. They will likewise en- 
deavour to mitigate tbe negative 
social consequences which may 
result from this adjustment, by 
promoting programmes for the 
benefit of the neediest popula- 
tions; 

— the promotion of median- 
isms to foster transfers of tech- 
nology. 

b) Economic cooperation and 
concerted action 
Cooperation will be developed in 

particular in the areas listed be- 
low and in this respect the parti- 

(Continued on page 7)' 


LETTERS 


Solid buildings 

To tbe Editor: 

AS A retired lecturer in dvil engineering and construction 
management who have recently come to live in Jordan, I 
was already impressed by present planning and develop- 
ment of roads and bousing estates in Aqaba. But pow I am 
amn7wl at the way Hi gh rise building construction with- 
stood tbe 6.2 Richter scale earthquake of Nov. 22. 

I was standing near a window in my second floor flat 
when the tremor started and found the building swaying 
like a tree in high winds, tbe movement exceeding two 
degrees at my level. The reinforced concrete floor rippled 
in small waves underfoot and a bookcase with glass doors 
crashed to tbe floor before the movement eventually 
subsided. 

Now all of this isn't remarkable in itself. But subsequent 
tremors on that and following days, of between 3.5 and 4 
on the Richter scale, showed that the building still retained 
its original flexibility. Furthermore, by a cursory examina- 
tion of die building, I could see no sign of structural 
damage. This surely proves a standard of both design and 
construction which will be envied by many other countries 
in an earthquake zone. A high dependence on tbe ratio of 
reinforcing bar in concrete slabs, together with the allo- 
wance of suitable flexible joints in this case, has proved a 
great asset to the ocupants of such buildings. I say well 
‘done Jordanian civil and construction engineers. 

Paul Saint, 

Aqaba. 

•w 

* -. .if 

Remembering Wasfi Tell 

To the Editor: 

I WAS very touched by Diala Al Jabiri's account of her 
deceased unde “Wasfi — a private memory,” (Jordan 
Times, Nov. 30). In recounting this most persona] of 
recollections, she has illuminated an entire dimension of 
this man that not everyone is sufficiently aware of; his deep 
human qualities. All who attended the seminar on the late 
Wasfi Tell on Tuesday November 28th most have noticed 
and felt the intensity of involvement of speakers and 
audience alike. Rather, not audience, but people who came 
to share in the tribute being paid to Wasfi Pasha. Tbe late 
Prune Minister meant different things to different people; 
to many r he was a personal friend, a loyal brother. To 
others, be was a remarkable statesman who gives them, till 
this day, inspiration. Others, perhaps reserved in their 
esteem for bun, consider him controversial at best. What 
was by far the most interesting aspect in the gathering, 
however, was seeing a sigiflcant turnout by members of a 
younger generation who never knew Wasfi, but who later 
learnt of “Wasfi the Phenomenon.” They evidently 
attended to learn more about him, for he, in some way or | 
other, helped shape tbe Jordan they come to know. j 
Mahmoudi IzzkUn Al Mufti, 

Amman . 


Invisible demonstrators 

Tbe following letter, written by Palestinian journalist 
Daond Kattab, is reprinted from the Jerusalem Post. 

FOR A COUPLE of months now, a number of 
right-wing Jewish settlers have been demonstrating 
outside Orient House in East Jerusalem, calling the 
Israeli government to close it down.' ' 

These demonstrators have been provided with 
shelter, water and other essentials by Ehud Olmert's 
municipality. During the past two months the de- 
monstrators have practically abandoned this loca- 
tion. And since the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin, 
they have not showed up once. Yet the municipality 
and die police are still providing shelter and protec- 
tion to an empty protest site. Palestinian children 
have to cross the street to reach their schools because 
of the large sidewalk space that is taken over by these 
absent demonstrators. 

While this site in East Jerusalem receives the 
above services, tax-paying Palestinians are not so 
lucky. Just one example of municipality and police 
apathy is outside Shmidts Girls School where greedy 
taxi and bus drivers delay traffic. This school, which 
recentiy celebrated 100 years, is unable to obtain the 
basic help of police moving traffic in order to allow 
parente, teachers and students to cross 100 metres in 
less than 20 minutes. 

It seems clear that the Israeli police priorities are 
focused on pleasing these invisible demonstrators at 
the expense of Palestinian students, who ironically 
attend schools _ that are the responsibility of. the 
Jerusalem municipality. 

This non-existent demonstration must be stopped 
m order to allow the public to live a normal Se. 
■Otherwise it would seem that this demonstration site 
is being targetted as yet one more Israeli settlement 
on Palestinian territory. 
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□pants: 

— acknowledge that economic 
development must be suppor te d 
both by internal savings, the 
bras of investment, and by direct 
forei gn in vestment. They stress 
the importance of gearing an 

' environment conducive to invest- 

' mem, in particular by the prog- 

, - ressrve elimination of obstacles 
'to such investment which could 
. .lead to the transfer of technology 
and increase production and ex- 
ports; 

* — affirm that regional coop- 

oration on a voluntary bass, 

. particularly with a view to de- 
vetoping trade between the pan- 
-> nets themselves, is a key factor in 
•" promoting the creation of a free- 
trade area; 

— encourage enterprises to 
■1- enter into agreements with each 

ocher and undertake to promote 
such ooopmatkm and industrial 
; modernisation by providing a 
'> favourable environment and reg- 

- . ulaiory framework. Tbey oofsxd- 
1 er it necessary to adopt and to 
/ implement a technical support 
' programme for SMEs; 

— emphasise their inter- 
■ dependence with regard to the 

environment, which nece ssi tates 
a regional approach and in- 

■ creased cooperation, as well as 

■ better coordination of existing 

V multilateral programmes, while 
/ confirming their attachment to 
'■ the Barcelona Convention and 

the Mediterranean Action Plan. 
They recognise the importance 
of reconciling economic develop- 
ment with environmental protec- 
tion, of integrating environmen- 
tal concerns into the relevant 
aspects of economic policy and of 
S mitigating the negative environ- 
mental consequences which 
might result. They undertake to 
establish a short and medium- 
term priority action programme, 
'including in connection with 
combating desertification, and to 
concentrate appropriate technio- 
al and financial support on those 

■ actions; 

— recognise the key role of 
women in development and 

. undertake to promote their ac- 
live p ar tici pa tion in economic 
and social life and in the creation 

V -of employment; 

— stress the importance of the 
conservation and rational man- 

" agemeat of fish stocks and of the 
; impro v e m ent of cooperation on 
research into stocks, inchidmg 
aquaculture, and undertake to 
.. facilitate scientific training and 
research and to envisage creating 
joint instruments; 

— acknowledge the pivotal 
role of the energy sector in the 
economic Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership and decide to streng- 
then cooperation and intensify 

- dialogue in the field of energy 
policies. They also decide to cre- 
ate the appropriate framework 

- conditions for investments and 
the activities to energy com- 

r panics, cooperating in creating 
the conditions enabling such 
T companies to extend energy net- 
s- works and promote link-ups; 

~ — recognise that water supply 

together with suitable manage- 
ment and development of re- 
sources are priority issues for all 
'Mediterranean partners and that 
cooperation should be developed 
in these areas; 

— agree to cooperate in mod- 
ernising and restructuring agri- 

. culture and in promoting inte- 
' grated rural development. This 
cooperation will focus in partial-' 

- iar on technical assistance and 
training, on support for policies 
implemented by the partners to 
diversify production, on the re- 
duction of food dependency and 
on the promotion of 

- environment-friendly agricul- 
• . hire. They also agree to cooper- 

ate in the eradication of illicit 
■: crops and the development of 

- any regions affected. 

The participants also agree to 
cooperate in other area and, to 
that effect: 

— stress the importance of 
■-* developing and improving infras- 

tinctures, including through the 

* establishment of an efficient 
transport system, the devclop- 

. meat of information technologies 
and the modernisation of tele- 
communications. They agree to 
draw up a programme of priori- 
ties for that purpose: 

— undertake to respect the 
principles of international mari- 
time law, in particular freedom 
■to provide services in interna- 
tional transport and free access 
to international cargoes. The re- 
sults of the ongoing multilateral 
trade negotiations on maritime 
transport services being con- 
ducted within the WTO wiB be 

; taken into account when agreed; 

— undertake to encourage 
cooperation between local au- 

■' thonties and in support of re- 
gional planning; 

— recognising that science and 
technology have a significant in- 
fluence on socio-economic de- 
velopment, agree to strengthen 
scientific research capacity and 
development, contribute to the 

■ training of scientific and technic- 
al staff and promote partjcipa- 
tion in joint research projects 
based on the creation of scientific 

* networks; 

_ — agree to promote coopera- 
tion on statistics in order to 
harmonise methods and ex- 
. change data. 

c) Financial cooperation 

The participants consider that 
the creation of a free-trade area 
■and the success of the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership re- 
quire a substantial increase in 
financial assistance, which must 
. above all encourage sustainable 
indigenous development and the 
mobilisation of local economic 
operators. They note in this con- 
nection that: 

— the Cannes European 
Council agreed to set aside ECU 

' 4685 million for this financial 
answianw, in the form of avail- 
able Community budget funds 
for the period 1995-1999. The 
will be supplemented by EIB 


Towards Euro- Mediterranean partnership 

Barcelona Declaration covers cooperation 

in social, economic, political domains 


i 


assistance in the form of in- 
creased loans and the bilateral 
financial contributions bom the 
member states; 

— effective financial coopera- 
tion managed in the framework 
of a multi annual programme, 
taking into account the special 
c hara c t eristics of each of the 
partners is necessary; 

— sound macro-economic 
m a n a g e m ent is of fundamental 
importance in ensuring die suc- 
cess of the partnership. To this 
end they agree to promote dia- 
logue On their respective econo- 
mic policies and on die method 
of optimising financial coopera- 
tion. 

P ar tnership in social 
cultural and human 
affairs: Developing human 
resources, promoting 
understanding between 
cultures and exchanges 
between tivfi societies 

The participants recognise that 
the traditions of culture and civi- 
lisation throughout the 
Mediterranean region, dialogue 
between these cultures and ex- 
changes at human, scientific and 
technological level are an essen- 
tial factor in bringing their peo- 
ples closer, promoting under- 
standing between them and im- 
proving their perception of each 
.other. 

In this spirit, the participants 
agree to establish a partnership 
in social, cultural and human 
affairs. To this end: 

— they reaffirm that dialogue 
and respect between cultures and 
religions are a necessary pre- 
oondhioa for b ringing the peo- 
ples closer. In this connection 
they stress the importance of the 
role the mass media can play in 
the reciprocal recognition and 
understanding of cultures as a 
source of mutnal enrichment; 

— they s tress the essential 

nature of the development of 
human resources, born as re- 
gards die education and training 
of young people in particular and 
in the area of culture. They 
express their intent to promote 
cultural and know- 

ledge of other languages, re- 
specting the cultural identity of 
each partner, and to implement a 
lasting policy of educational and 
cultural [ u n g r amniM ; in thk con- 
text, the partners undertake to 
adopt measures to faafitntc hu- 
man exchanges, in particular by 
hnp mv ing Hrfmf ikimlivp proce- 
dures; 

— they underline the import- 
ance of the health sector for 
sustainable development and ex- 
press their intention of promot- 
ing the effective participation of 
the community in operations to 
improve health and wefl-being; 

— they recognise the import- 
ance of social development 
which, in their view, must go 
hand in hand with any economic 
development. They attach par- 
ticular importance to respect for 
fundamental social rights, includ- 
ing the right to development; 

— they recognise the essential 
contribution civil society can 
make in the process of develop- 
ment of the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership and as an essential 
factor for greater understanding 
and closeness between peoples; 

— they aooordingfp agree to 
strengthen and/or introduce the 
necessary instruments of decen- 
tralised cooperation to encour- 
age exchanges between those ac- 
tive in development within the 
framework of national laws: 
Leaders of political and dvil soci- 
ety, the cultural and religious 
world, universities, the research 
community, the media, organisa- 
tions, the trade unions and public 
and private enterprises; 

— on this basis, they recog n ise 
the importance of encouraging 
contacts and exchanges between 
young people in the context of 
programmes for decentralised 
cooperation; 

— they win encourage actions 
of support for democratic institu- 
tions and for the strengthening of 
the rule of law and civil society; 

— they recognise that c ur re n t 
population trends represent a 
priority challenge which must be 
counterbalanced by appropriate 
policies to accelerate economic 
take-off; 

— they acknowledge the im- 
portance of the role played by 
migration in their relationships. 
They agree to strengthen their 
cooperation to re du ce migratory 
pressures, among other things 
through vocational training prog- 
rammes and programmes of 
assistance for job creation. They 
undertake to guarantee pro rec- 
ti on of all the rights recognised 
under existing legislation of mig- 
rants legally resident in thee 
respective territories; 

— in the area of illegal im- 
migration they decide to estab- 
lish closer cooperation. In this 
context, the partners, aware qf 
their responsibility for readmis- 
sion, agree to adopt the relevant 
provisions and measures, by 
means of bilateral agreements or 
arrangements, in order to read- 
mit their nationals who are in an 
illegal situation. To that end, the 
member states of the European- 
Union take citizens to mean 
nationals of the member states, 
as defined for community pur- 
poses; 

— they agree to strengthen 
cooperation by means of various 
measures to prevent terrorism 
and fight it more effectively 
together; 


— by the same token they 
consider it necessary to fight 
jointly and effectively against 
ding trafficking, international 
crime and corruption; 

— they underline the import- 
ance of waging a determined 
campaign against racism, 
xenophobia and in tolerance and 
agree to cooperate to that end. 

FoBow-ap to the 

conference 

The participants: 

— considering that the Barce- 
lona Conference provides the 
basis for a process, which is open 
and should develop; 

— - reaffirming their will to 
establish a partnership based on 
the principles and objectives de- 
fined in mis declaration; 

— resolved to give practical 
expression to this Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership; 

— convinced that, in order to 
achieve this objective, it is neces- 
sary to continue the comprehen- 
sive dialogue thus initiated and 
to cany out a series of specific 
actions; 

hereby adopt the attached 
work programme: 

The ministers for foreign 
affaire win meet periodically in 
order to monitor the application 
of this declaration and define 
actions enabling the objectives of 
the partnership to be achieved. 

The various activities will be 
followed by ad boc thematic 
meetings of ministers, senior 
officials and experts, exchanges 
of experience and information, 
contacts between those active in 
cxvfl society and by any other 
appropriate means. 

Contacts between parlia- 
mentarians, regional authorities, 
local authorities and the social 
partners will be encouraged. 

A “Euro-Mediterranean Com- 
mittee for the Barcelona pro- 
cess” at senior-official level, con- 
sisting of the European Union 
Troika and one representative of 
each Mediterranean partner, wiD 
bold regular to prepare 

the meeting of the Ministers for 
Foreign Affaire, take stock of 
and evaluate the follow-up to the 
Barcelona process and a]] its 
components and update the work 
programme. 

Appropriate preparatory and 
follow-up work for the meetings 
resulting from the Barcelona 
work programme and from the 
conclusions of the Euro- 
Mediterranean Committee for 
the Barcelona process” will be 
undertaken by the Comnussioa 
departments. 

Tbe next meeting of the Moris- 
lets for Foreign Affaire will be 
held in die first semester of 1997 
in one of the 12 Mediterranean 
partners of the European Union, 
to be determined through further 
consultations 


Work programme 
L Introduction 

The aim of this programme is 
to implement the objectives of 
the Barcelona Declaration, and 
to respect its principles, through 
regional and multilateral actions. 
It is complementary both to the 
bilateral cooperation, im- 
plemented in particular under 
die agreements between the EU 
and its Mediterranean partners, 
and to the cooperation already 
existing in other multilateral 
fora. 

The preparation and the 
follow-up to the various actions 
will be implemented in accord- 
ance with the principles and 
mechanisms set oat in the Barce- 
lona Declaration. 

The priority actions for further 
cooperation are listed below. 
This does not exdude Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation 
being extended to other actions if 
the partners so agree. 

The actions may apply to 
states, their local and regional 
authorities as well as actors of 
their civfl society. 

With the agreement of the 
participants, other countries or 
organisations may be involved in 
the actions contained in the work 
programmes. The implementa- 
tion must take (dace in a flexible 
and transparent way. 

With the agreement of the 
participants, futnre Euro- 
Mediterranean cooperation will 
take account, as a ppropriate, of 
the opinions and recommedna- 
tions resulting from the relevant 
discussions held at various levels 
in the region. 

The implementation of the 
programme should start as soon 
as practical after the Barcelona 
Conference- It trill be reviewed 
at the next Euro-Mediterranean 
Conference on the basis of re- 
ports from the various meetings 
and groups mentioned below, 
and approved by the “Euro- 
Medircrrancan Committee for 
the Barcelona process" set up by 
the Barcelona Declaration. 

II. Political and Security 
Partnership: Establishing 
a common area of peace 
and stability 

With a view to contributing to 
the objective of p rog ressively 
creating a awe of peace, stability 
and security in the Mediterra- 
nean, senior officials will meet 
periodically, starting within the 

first quarter of 1996. They will: 

— conduct a political dialogue 
to examine the most appropriate 
means and methods of im- 
plementing the principles 


adopted by the Barcelona Dec- 
laration, and 

— submit 

in doe time for the next 
Meditenean meeting of foreign 
ministers. 

Foreign policy institutes in the 
Eiuo-Mediterrean region will be 
encouraged to establish a net- 
work for more intensive coopera- 
tion which could become oper- 
ational as of 1996. 

ID. Economic and 
Financial Partnership: 
Bonding a zone of shared 
prosperity 

Meetings will take place 
periodically at the level of minis- 
ters, officials or experts, as 
ap propriate, to promote coop- 
eration in the following areas. 
These meetings may be sup- 
plemented, where appropriate, 
by conf e rence or seminars in- 
volving the private sector like- 
wise. 

PrfflMkhmwi t nt a fayp. 

Mediterranean Free Trade 
Area 

The establishment of a free 
'trade area in accordance with the 
principles contained in the Bar- 
celona Declaration is an essential 

element of the Euro- 
Medfterranean partnership. 

Cooperation will focus on 
practical measures to 
the establishment of free trade as 
well as its consequences, indud- 
ing: 

— harmonisiiig rules and proc- 
edures in the customs field, with 
a view in particular to the prog- 
ressive introduction of cmnula- 
tion of origin; in the meantime, 
favourable consideration will be 
oven, where appropriate, to 
finding ad hoc solutions in par- 
ticular cases; 

— harmonisation of standards, 
including meetings arranged by 
the European Standards Orga- 
nisations; 

— elimination of unwarranted 
technical barriers to trade in agri- 
cultural products and adoption of 
relevant measures related to 
piant-beahfa and veterinary rules 
as well as other legislation on 
foodst uffs ; 

— cooperation among statistics 
organisations with a view to pro- 
viding reliable ^ ara on a harmo- 
nised basis; 

— possibilities for regional and 
subregional cooperation (with- 
out prejudice to initiatives taken 
on-other existing fora). 

Inve&ment 

The object of cooperation wiH 
be to help create a dim ate 
favourable to the removal of 
obstrades to investment, by giv- 
ing greater thought to the oefini- 
tiou of such obstacles and to 

means, wwhiHing in the hunting 

sector of promoting such invest- 
ment. 


Industry 
Industrial moden 


mi and 

increased competitiveness will be 
key factors for the success of the 
Euro-Mediterranean part- 
nership. In this context, the-pri- 
vatc sector will play a more 
important role in the economic 
development of the region and 
the creation of employment. 
Cooperation will focus on: 

— the adaptation of the in- 
dustrial fabric to the changing 
international environment, in 
particular to the emergence of 
the information society; 

— the framework for and the 
preparation of the modernisation 
and restructuring of existing en- 
terprises, especially in the public 
sector, including privatisation; 

— the use of international or 
European standards and the up- 
grading of conformity testing, 
certification, accredita ti on and 
quality standards. 

Particular attention will be 
paid to means of encouraging 
cooperation among SMEs and 
creating the conditions for their 
development, indudmg the pus 
ability of organising workshops, 
taking account of experience ac- 
quired under MED-INVEST and 
inside the European Union. 

Agriculture 

While pointing out that snch 
matters are covered under bi- 
lateral relations in the main, 
cooperation in this area will- 
focus on: 

— support for poliCHs im- 
plemented by them to diversify 
production; 

— reduction of food der. 
pendency; 

— promotion of environment- 
friendly agriculture; 

— closer relations between 
business, groups and organisa- 
tions representing trades and 
professions in the partner states 
on a voluntary basis; 

— support for privatisation; 

— technical ass i st a nce and 
training; 

— harmonisation of plant- 
bealth and veterinary standards; 

— integrated rural develop- 
ment, including improvement of 
bask services and the develop- 
ment of associated economic 
■activities; 

— cooperation among rural 
regions, exchange of experience 
and know-how concerning rural 
development; 

— development of tenons 
Effected b the eradication of ifli- 
cit crops. 


Transport 

Efficient interoperable trans- 
port links between the EU and 
ns Mediterranean partners, and 
among the partners themselves, 
as wdl as free access to the 
market for services in interna- 
tional maritime transport, are 
essential to the development of 
trade panern* and the smooth 
operation of the Euro- 
Mediiexranean partnership 

The Transport Ministers of 
Western Mediterranean coun- 
tries met twice in 1995 and. 
following the Regional Confer- 
ence for the Development of 
Maritime Transport in the 

Mediterranean, the Mediterra- 
nean Waterborne Transport 
Working Group adopted a mul- 
riamwal programme. 

Cooperation win foam on: 

— development of an efficient 
Trans-Mediterranean multimod- 
al combined sea and air transport 
system, through the im prove- 
ment and modernisation of ports 
and airports, die suppression of 
unwarranted restrictions, the 
simplification of procedures, the 
improvement of maritime and air 
safety, the harmonisation of en- 
vironmental standards at a high 
level including more efficient 
monitoring of maritime pollu- 
tion, and the development of 
harmonised traffic management 
systems; 

— development of easi-west 
land links on the southern and 
e as t e rn shores of the Mediterra- 
nean, and 

— connection of Mediterra- 
nean transport networks to the 
Trans- European Network in 
order to ensure their interopera- 
bility. 

Energy 

A high-level conference was 
held in Tunisia in 1995 with a 
follow-up meeting in Athens and 
an Energy Conference in Madrid 
in Nov. 20, 1995. 

With a view to creating 
a ppropriate conditions for in- 
vestment in and activities by 
energy companies, future coop- 
eration will focus, inter alia on: 

— fostering the association of 
Mediterranean countries with 
the treaty on the European Ener- 
gy Charter; 

— energy planning; 

— encouraging producer- 
consumer dialogue; 

— ofl and gas exploration, 
refining, transportation, distribu- 
tion, and regional and trans- 
legional trade; 

— coal production and hand- 

fing; 

— g enera tion and transmission 
of power and interconnection 
and development of networks; 

— energy efficiency; 

— new and renewable sources 
of energy; 

— energy-related environmen- 
tal issues; 

— development of joint re- 
search programmes; 

— training and information 
activities in the energy sector. 

TtfacB— — iratioaa and 
information technology 

With a view to developing a 
modern, efficient telecom- 
munications network, coopera- 
tion will focus on: 

■ — information and telecom- 
munications infrastructure (mini- 
mum regulatory framework, 
standards, conformity testings 
network interoperability, etc.); 

— regional infrastructures in- 
cluding links with European net- 
works; 

— access to services, and 

— new services in priority 
fields of application. 

Intensification of Euro- 
Mediterranean exchanges and 
access to the nascent information 
society wiD be fariKtatcd by more 
efficient information and com- 
munications infrastructures. 

A regional conference is plan- 
ned for 1996 with the aim of 
paving the way for pilot projects 
to show the concrete benefits of 
the information society. 

Regional plannin g 

Cooperation will focus on: 

— defining a regional planning 
strategy for the Euro- 
Mediterranean area commensu- 
rate with the countries’ require- 
ments and special features; 

— promoting cross-border 
cooperation in areas of mutual 
interest. 

Tourism 

The ministers of tourism, 
meeting in Casablanca, adopted 
the Mediterranean Tourism 
Charter in 1995. The cooperation 
actions to be initiated will relate 
in particular to information, 
promotion and training-. ' 

Environment 

Cooperation will focus on: 

— assessing environmental 
problems in the Mediterranean 
region and defining, where 
approrpiate, the initiatives to be 
taken; 

— making proposals to estab- 
lish and subsequently update a 
short and medium-term priority 
environmental action program- 
me for intervention coordinated 
by the European Commission 
and supplmented by king-term 
actions; it should include among 
the main areas for action, the 
following: Integrated manage- 
ment of water, sol and coastal 


areas; management of waste; 
preventing and combating air 
pollution and pollution in the 
Mediterranean Sea; natural 
heritage, landscapes and ate 
conservation and management; 
Mediterranean forest protection, 
conservation and restoration, in 
particular through the preven- 
tion and control of erosion, sofl 
degradation, forest fires and 
combating desertification; trans- 
fer of community experience in 
financing techniques, legislation 
and environmental monitoring; 
integration of environmental 
concerns in aD politics; 

— setting up a regular dia- 
logue to monitor the imple- 
mentation of the action program- 
me; 

— reinforcing regional and 
subregional cooperation and 
stregthening coordination with 
the Mediterranean Action Plan; 

— stimulating coordination of 
investments from various 
sources, and implementation of 
relevant international conven- 
tions; 

— promoting the adoption and 
implementation of legislation 
and regulatory measures when 
required, especially preventive 
measures and appropriate high 
standards. 

Science nod technology 

Cooperation will focus on: 

— promoting research and de- 
velopment and (adding the prob- 
lem of the widening gap in scien- 
tific achievement, taking account 
of (he principle of mutual advan- 
tage; 

• — stepping up exchanges of 
experience in the scientific sec- 
ton and polities which might 
best enable the Mediterranean 
partners to reduce the gap be- 
tween them and their European 
neighbours and to promote the 
transfer of technology. 

— helping train scientific and 
technical staff by increasing par- 
ticipation in joint research pro- 
jects. 

Following the ministerial 
meeting at Sophia Antipolis in 
March 1995, a Monitoring Com- 
mittee was set up; this committee 
will meet for me first time im- 
mediately after the Barcelona 
Conference. It will focus on mak- 
ing recommendations for the 
joint implementation of the poli- 
cy priorities agreed at ministerial 
level. 


Water 

The Mediterranean Water 
Charier was adopted in Rome in 
1992. 

Water is a priority issue for all 
the Mediterranean partners and 
will gain in importance as water 
scarcity becomes more presang. 
The purpose of cooperation in 
this area will be as follows: 

— to take stock of the situa- 
tion taking into account current 
and future needs; 

— to identify ways of reinforc- 
ing regional cooperation; 

— to make proposals for 
rationalising the planning and 
management of water resources, 
where appropriate on a joint 
basis; 

— to contribute towards the 
creation of new sources of water. 

Fisheries 

In view of the importance of 
conservation and rational man- 
agement of Mediterranean fish 
stocks, cooperation in the 
framework of the General 
Fisheries Council for the 
Mediterranean will be rein- 
forced. 

Following the Ministerial 
Fisheries Conference held in 
Heraklion in 1994, appropriate 
follow-up action wdl be taken in 
the legal sphere through meet- 
ings to take place in 1996. 

Cooperation will be improved 
on research into fish stows, in- 
cluding aquaculture, as well as 
into training and scientific re- 
search. 

IV. Partnership in social, 
cultural and human 
affairs: Developing human 
resources, promoting 
understanding between 
cnitnres and exchanges 
between dv3 societies 

Development of human 
resources 

The Euro- Mediterranean part- 
nership must contribute to en- 
hancing educational levels 
throughout the region, whilst 
laying special emphasis on the 
Mediterranean partners. To this 
end. a regular dialogue on educa- 
tional policies wiH take place, 
•initially focusing on vocational 
training, technology in educa- 
tion, the universities and other 
higher-education establishments 

and research. In this context as 
well as in other areas, pa r ti c ula r 
attention will be paid to the role 
of women. The Euro-Arab Busi- 
ness School in Granada and the 
European Foundation in Turin 
will also contribute to this coop- 
eration. 

A meeting of re p resentatives 
of the vocational training sector 
(policy makers, academics, train- 
ers, etc) will be organised ypth 
the aim of sharing modem man- 
agement approaches. 

A meeting will be held of 
representatives of universities 
and higher-education establish- 
ments. The European Commis- 
sion wiD strengthen its ongoing 


MED-Campus programme. 

A meeting will also be called 
on the subject of technology in 
education. 

Municipalit ie s and regions 

Municipalities and regional au- 
thorities need to be dosely in- 
volved in the operation of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Part- 
nership. City and regional repre- 
sentatives wiD be encouraged to 
meet each year to take stock of 
their common challenges and ex- 
periences. Hus will be organised 
by the European Commission 
and will rake account of previous 
experience. 

Dialogue between cultures 
and civilisations 

Given the importance of im- 
proving mutual understanding by 
promoting cultural exchanges 
and knowledge of languages, 
officials and experts win meet in 
order to make concrete propos- 
als for action, inter alia, in the 
foliowing fields: cultural and 
creative heritage, cultural and 
artistic events, co-productions 
(theatre and cinema), transla- 
tions and other means of cultural 
disemination, training. 

Greater understanding among 
the major religions present in the 
Euro-Mediterranean region will 
facilitate greater mutual toler- 
ance and cooperation. Support 
will be given to periodic meetings 
of representatives of religions 
and religious institutions as well 
as theologians, academics and 
others concerned, with the aim 
of breaking down prejudice, 
ignorance and fanaticism and 
fostering cooperation at grass- 
roots level, the conference held 
in Stockholm (15/17.6.1995) and 
Toledo (4/7.11.1995) may serve 
as examples in this context. 

Media 

Close interaction between the 
media will work in favour of 
better cultural understanding. 
The European Union will active- 
ly promote such interaction, in 
particular through the ongoing 
MED-Media programme. An 
nnnnal meeting of representa- 
tives of the media will be orga- 
nised in this context. 

Youth 

Youth exchanges should be 
the means to pr epare future gen- 
erations for a closer cooperation 
between, the Euro- 
Mediterranean partners. A 
Euro-Mediterranean youth ex- 
change programme should there- 
fore be established based on ex- 
perience acquired in Europe and 
taking account of the partners’ 
needs; this programme should 
take account of the importance 
of vocational training, particular- 
ly for those without qualifica- 
tions, and of the training of 
oiganisers and social workers in 
the youth field. The European 
Commission will make the neces- 
sary proposals before the next 
meeting of Euro-Mediterranean 
foreign ministers. 

Exchanges between civil 
societies 

Senior officials will meet 
periodically to discuss measures 
likely to facilitate human ex- 
changes resulting from the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership, 
especially those involving offi- 
cials, scientists, academics, 
businessmen, students and 
sportsmen, including the im- 
provement and simplification of 
administrative procedures, parti- 
cularly where unnecessaiy admi- 
nistrative obstacles might exist. 

Social development 

The Euro-Mediterranean part- 
nership must contribute to im- 
proving the living and working 
conditions and increasing the 
employment level of the popula- 
tion in the Mediterranean part- 
ner states, in particular of 
women and the neediest strata of 
the population. In this context 


the partners attach particular im- 
portance to the respect and 
promotion of basic social rights. 
To that end, actore in social 
policies will meet periodically al 
the appropriate level. 

Health 

The partners agree to concen- 
trate cooperation in this area on; 

— action on raising awareness, 
information and prevention; 

— development of public 
health services, in particular 
health care, primary health care, 
primary health centres, maternal 
and child health care services, 
family planning, epidemiological 
supervision systems and mea- 
sures to control communicable 
diseases; 

— training of health and 
health-administration personnel; 

— medical cooperation in the 
event of natural disasters. 

Migration 

Given the importance of the 
issue of migration for Euro- 
Mediterranean relations, meet- 
ings will be encouraged in order 
to make proposals concerning 
migration flows and pressures. 
These meetings will take account 
of experience acquired, inter 
alia, under the MED-Migration 
programme, particularly as re- 
gards improving the living condi- 
tions of migrants legally estab- 
lished in the Union. 

— Terrorism 
— Drug trafficking, 
organised crime 

Fighting terrorism will have to 
be a priority for all the parties. 
To that end, officials will meet 
periodically with the aim of 
strengthening cooperation 
■among police, judicial and other 
authorities. In this context, con- 
sideration will be given, in par- 
ticular, to stepping up exchanges 
of information and improving 
extradition procedures. 

Officials will meet periodically 
to discuss practical measures 
which can be taken to improve 
cooperation among police, judi- 
cial, customs, administrative and 
other authorities in order to com- 
bat. in particular, drug traffick- 
ing and organised crime, includ- 
ing smuggling. 

All these meetings will be 
organised with due regard for the 
need for a differentiated 
approach that takes into account 
the diversity of the situation in 
each country. 

nigg ni immigra tion 

Officials will meet periodically 
to discuss practical measures 
which can be taken to improve 
cooperation among police, judi- 
cial, customs, administrative and 
other authorities in order to com- 
bat illegal immigration. 

These meetings will be orga- 
nised with doe regard for the 
need for a differentiated 
approach that takes into account 
the diversity of the situation in 
each cojnjuy. 

V. Institutional contacts 

Euro-Mediterranean 
Parliamentary Dialogue 

An Inter-Parliamentary Con- 
ference on Security and Coop- 
eration in the Mediterranean was 
held m Valletta from November 
1-4, 1995. The European Parlia- 
ment is invited to take the initia- 
tive with other parliaments con- 
cerning the future Euro- 
Mediterranean Parliamentary 
Dialogue, which could enable 
the elected representatives of the 
partners to exchange ideas on a 
wide range of issues. 

Other institutional 
contacts 

Regular contacts among other 
European organs, in particular 
the Economic and Social Com- 
mittee of the European Com- 
munity, and their Mediterranean 
counterparts, would contribute 
to a better understanding of the 
major issues relevant in the 
Euro-Mediterranean part- 
nership. 

To this end, the Economic and 
Social Committee is invited to 
take the initiative in establishing 
links with its Mediterranean' 
counterparts and equivalent 
bodies. In this context, a Euro- 
Mediterranean meeting of Eco-. 
nomic and Social Committees- 
and equivalent bodies will take! 
place in Madrid on December 
12-13. 


French minister ends visit 


(Continued from page I) 

French government re- 
spected the accord initialled 
in Dayton, Ohio, last month 
and was actively involved in 
efforts for its full imple- 
mentation. 

“We cannot tolerate more 
or less personal commentar- 
ies from any civil or military 
authority on the Dayton 
agreement," said Mr. MiBoo 
on die comments made by 
General Jean Rene Bachelet 
that the peace accord would 
divide Sarajevo and French 
troops would be left “direct- 
ing traffic" in the dty while 
chaos prevailed elsewhere. 

Mr. Millon called for the 
release of French pilots re- 
portedly seized by Bosnian 
Serbs after their plane was 
downed while flying a recon- 
naissance mission over 
Bosnia-Herzegovina on Aug. 
30. 

The French government 
was in “contact with all par- 
ties" over the issue and 
hoped that the two would be 
released as the peace accord 


is implemented, he added. 

He did not refer to reports ■ 
that the Bosnian Serbs were ! 
offering to release the two in ’ 
return for French help to 
ensure that Serb-controlled - 
areas of Sarajevo would not 
come under the control of a 
Mnslim-Croat federation as ; 
envisaged in the Dayton 
agreement. 

The minister said France; 
was contributing 10,000 sol- 
diers to the 60,000-strong • 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- ; 
nisation (NATO) force that is ; 
poised to take over peace- 
keeping operations in former* 
Yugoslavia from the United; 
Nations and that 7,500 of the; 
Freftch soldiers “will actually 
be deployed in the field, in-! 
eluding suburbs of Sarajevo; 
(and) Mostar...” 

Noting the prominent role' 
that Jordan played in the! 
United Nations peacekeeping; 
force in ex-Yugoslavia, Mr.; 
Millon said Paris and Amman' 
"will continue consultations"' 
on bow the Kingdom could; 
contribute further to peace in 
the Balkans. 
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Saudi private sector under fire over foreign labour France faces 

• + • • 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia’s interior minister ac- 
cused the private sector of 
undermining the domestic 
economy by failing to employ 
enough Saudis when he 
opened a seminar on job 
nationalisation Sunday. 

Prince Nayef Ibn Abdul 
Aziz said there should be 
measures to force the private 
sector to take more Saadi 
employees to achieve the 
targets of the 1995-1999 de- 
velopment plan which calls 
for creating nearly 660,000 
jobs. 

“Employment of Saadis 
has become a national 
strategy which must be im- 
plemented. Figures show that 
the participation in this 
strategy by the private sector 
does not conform to national 
objectives," he said. 

“We should ask about the 
role of the private sector in 
developing the national eco- 
nomy and absorb Saudi 
workers... When we look at 
thousands of mfltions of riyals 
that have been spent on the 
private sector, we should ask: 


Where is the technology that 
has been brought in by that 
sector through the massive 
profits it has made from gov- 
ernment projects?”, the 
prince added. 

Like other Arab Gulf oil 
producers, Saudi Arabia is 
suffering from excessive fore- 
ign labour that began to 
stream in after oil was disco- 
vered some decades ago and 
turned the desert into one of 
the richest regions. 

The problem is more 
underscored in such countries 
as Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
where expatriates account for 
more than 80 per cent of the 
total workforce despite 
attempts to ease reliance on 
foreigners. 

The private sector in most 
regional states has been criti- 
cised or preferring foreign 
workers on the grounds they 
accept less wages and are 
more skilled. 

Prince Nayef, also chair- 
man of the state Manpower 
Council, said large sums of 
money were being siphoned 
out of Saudi Arabia in the 


form of remittances by ex- 
patriate workers, mostly 
Arabs ami south Asians. 

“Continuation of bringing 
non-Saudi labour will natur- 
ally increase difficulties fac- 
ing nationals seeking jobs,” 
he said. 

“We all realise that in 
order to prompt the private 
sector to complement oar re- 
sponsibility in finding jobs for 
thousands of Saudi graduates 
from universities and insti- 
tutes, we should develop the 
legislative environment lor 
the private sector to motivate 
it into employing more 
Saudis,” he emphasised. 

He called for incentives for 
private institutions which 
nationalise their jobs by giv- 
ing them priority in local 
projects. 

Prince Nayefs figures 
showed Saudis accounted for 
only four per cent of the total 
workforce in tire non-oil in- 
dustrial sector and 12 per 
cent in the services sector. In 
the past five years, non-Saudi 
workers in foe private sector 
nearly doubled while around 
500,000 foreigners joined the 


labour market in 1994. 

“We need to reevaluate 
our labour needs and its 
sources... Our society has 
changed and if we look at 
how illiterate it was in the 
past and how it has become 
today, we can realise foe 
progress we have made,” be 
pointed out. 

Meanwhile, an official re- 
port said that Saudi Arabia 
has spent more than a trillion 
dollars over the past 25 years 
to face domestic develop- 
ment needs and expand its 
non-oil sector. 

The expenditure did not 
include loans and grants to 
farming, industry and other 
sectors, estimated at more 
than 258 billion Saudi riyals 
($68.8 billion), said the re- 
port carried by the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA). 

The report about the pre- 
vious five development [dans 
said government spending 
totalled 3,869 billion riyals 
($1,031 billion), covering in- 
frastructure, health, educa- 
tion and other development 
projects. 

“Such large government 


investments have contributed 
to pushing the economic and 
social development march in 
the country,” it said. 

SPA gave no breakdown 
but the biggest part of the 
expenditure was made during 
the oil boom of late 1970s and 
early 1980s, when crude 
prices were nearly double 
their present level and Saudi 
output peaked at 12 million 
barrels per day (b/d), com- 
pared with eight rnfllkm b/d 
currently. 

Previous official reports 
showed Saudi government 
spending averaged more than 
$60 bfflwn a year during the 
oil boom, far higher than foe 
present expenditure of 
around $40 billion year. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oO power, approved its 
sixth five-year plan tins year, 
until spending projected at 
$200 trillion until its end in 
1999. The low expenditure 
was intended to restore ba- 
lance to the bodget foal has 
suffered from a large deficit 
doe to weak exude prices. 

The plan was foe most 
radical development scheme 


in Saudi history as it involves 
sweeping reforms, including 
privatisation of key public 
institution. 

It set a growth target of 3.8 
per cent in fixed prices and 

investment of 15.9 per cent, PARIS / AFP x _ Fra ___ 

decades as a transport strike 
Officials hope such growth which has paralysed the 
rates and government pofi- country for 10 days apperas 
ties to replace foreign work- set to widen into an all-out 
era with Saudis would create public and private sector pro- 
nearly 659,900 job opportuni- test over government auster- 

ties. ity measures. 

t « as: 

gross domestic product A j 

(GDP) by more than four 

times while the non-oil sec^ 7 

tor’s share in foe GDP surged wrk ^ jdon^cte the rajl- 

IT ViZZ men at foe end of last week, 

to 67 per cent from 53 per ^ & France’s three key 

unions — the independent 
Non-oil revenues also in- Force Ouvriere (F.OJ and 
creased to 22 per cent from foe communist-led CGT — 
16 per cent of the total in- have called for the strike 
come and non-oil exports action to be widened into a 
jumped from a negligible general strike to protest 
level to more than IS bflhou Prime Minister Alain Juppe's 
riyals ($4 trillion) due to a austerity programme, 
surge in petrochemical sales. If the calls are heeded foe 
— strike will become worse than 
foe transport strike of 1986 
CCAtC which paralysed the country 

,Ouv Lu for 29 days, sparking com- 

. - pansons with the month of 

options in state companies to national unrest which fol- 


social crisis as 
strike escalates 


Israel committee recommends banks sell off assets 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A government- 
appointed committee recom- 
mended Sunday that power- 
ful state-controlled banks sell 
off large chunks of their 
assets in non-finantial com- 
panies. 

The move could affect tire 
privatisation of the country’s 


leading banks — Hapoalim 
and Lenmi — which own 
major stakes in many of 
Israel's leading companies. 

The main recommendation 
would require banks to re- 
duce their holdings in any 
single non-finantial company 
to a maximum 20 per cent. 

Another important recom- 
mendation calls for 


Hapoalim, Israel’s largest 
bank, to sell by foe end of 
1998 its stake in either Koor 
Industries or Qal Israel, two 
of Israel’s most powerful 
bolding concerns. 

Bank Hapoalim owns 25 
per cent of Koor, Israel’s 
biggest industrial concern, 
and 36 per cent of Qal. 


Overseas Filipinos sent home 
record $2.2b in 6 months 


MANILA (R) — Filipino 
workers overseas remitted 
home a record $2.21 billion 
during foe first six months of 
this year in a major boost to 
foe Philippine economy, a 
lawmaker said Sunday. 

The amount almost equal- 
led foe $2.27 billion they 
remitted for the whole of 
1993 and about 75 per cent of 
the $3 billion they sent home 
for all of 1994, senator Ernes- 
to Herrera said. 

He estimated total remitt- 
ances by the workers for this 
year would reach $4.2 billion. 

“It is pretty obvious that 
the economy, to a large ex- 
tent, is being propped up by 
these remittances,” be said, 
adding this was alarming be- 
cause “at any time, these 
external inflows can evapo- 
rate due to factors beyond 
our control.” 

He cited foe case of foe 


Gulf crisis when thousands of 
Filipinos trooped back home 
to avoid being caught in the 
war. 

About four million Filipi- 
nos work overseas, remitting 
an estimated total of more 
than $6 billion annually. 

Officials said Mr. Herrer- 
a’s figures only included 
money remitted through the 
banks and did not include 
amounts sent through unoffi- 
cial channels, such as friends, 
or by mail. They also did not 
include money the workers 
brought home themselves 
when they returned to the 
country on vacation. 

Mr. Herrera said foe bulk 
of foe remittances came from 
foe United States, where 
thousands of Filipinos work 
as doctors and nurses, and 
from Asia, primarily Hong 
Kong, Singapore and Japan, ■ 
where thousands more work 


as maids and night club enter- 
tainers. 

President Fidel Ramos last 
month approved a code to 
strengt h en assistance by Pbi- 
Uppine diplomats abroad to 
Filipino workers in distress. 

A palace statement said 
foe set of guidelines e»Hs for 
a “country-team approach" 
in helping Filipino overseas 
workers who run into trouble 
in their host countries. 

More than two million Fili- 
pinos have sought work 
abroad due to* poverty * at 
home, according to the gov- 
ernment, although non-* 
government organisations say 
tiie true figure is probably 
more than four million. 

Labour officials are to take 
care of work-related prob- 
lems including non-payment 
of salaries, while consulates 
will address police cases such 
as arrests and detentions. 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 


ACROSS 
1 Chagall 
5 Tenth 
10 Pops 

14 Third man 

15 Nile dam 

16 Seed covering 

17 — contendere 

18 Tartan 

19 Pleasant 

20 Hit, old style 
22 Listed 

24 Cagney-Raft film 

27 Hebrides island 

28 Andes ruminant 
32 African plant 
35 TV actor, Greg 

39 Sty resident 

40 Glenn Miller hit 

43 Unit 

44 Leave in the 
lurch 

45 Border lake 

46 Physicist Enrico 
48 Function 

50 Taking place in 
the morning 
57 Menial labor 

60 Excessively 

61 A Chaplin 

62 Take up again 

65 Bridge seat 

66 Use the 
natatorium 

67 La — , Milan 

68 — machine 

69 Punta del — 

70 Element of a 
moral code 

71 Name in- 
electronics 

DOWN 

1 Parsonage 

2 Large snake 

3 Souvenir 

4 Haberdasher 

5 Faucet 

6 Map abbr. 

7 Clemens 

8 West indies 
country 

9 Over 

10 Boone 

11 Tempo's state: 
abbr. 

12 Where snake 
eyes appear 


110 11 12 113 


129 130 |31 


|32 |33 134 


136 137 138 


151 152 1 53 


154 (55 1 56 


57 1 58 59 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


13 Luge 
21 Tokyo, once 
23 A.A. — 

25 “ — of robins in 

her hair 

26 Hesitate 

29 On — with 
(equal to) 

30 Southern France 

31 U.S. author, 
James 

32 Beginning with 

33 Crescent- 
shaped figure 

34 Lulu 

36 This — 
recording” 

37 Painting style 

38 Warmth 

41 “Of thee — " 

42 Unnecessary 
47 Title of respect 
49 NY school 

letters 
51 Succinct 
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52 Build 

53 Talking bird 

54 Italian politician, 
Balbo 

55 Fire crime 

56 Dapper 


57 Medicinal 
amount 

58 Uses oars 

59 Entity 

63 Yale student 

64 U.S. Army figure 


The recommendations 
were presented to a special 
ministerial committee that 
has two weeks to decide 
whether to adopt foe mea- 
sures, several of which re- 
quire legislation. 

The committee, led by fi- 
nance ministry director 
general David Brodett, was 
created to study the bank’s 
power in Israeli industry. 

Two years ago foe govern- 
ment decided b anks must re- 
duce their holdings to no 
more than 25 per cent of any 
non-finantial company by 
1996. But tbe Bank of Israel 
argued this was not enough as 
foe banks could still retain 
control even with smaller 
stakes. 

Tbe debate over concen- 
tration of power was revived 
during die current privatisa- 
tion process of Bank 
Hapoalim, Israel’s biggest 
bank. 

Two groups are bidding for 
a controlling stake. One is led 


by foe Renaissance Fund anH 
includes Charles Bronfman 
of Canada, George Soros, 
Ted Arison of Carnival 
Cruise T wi« and Goldman 
Sadis. 

The other group includes 
Israeli tycoon ELiezer Fiscb- 
man and Bear Stearns. 

Members of die bidding 
groups have been quoted in 
tbe Israeli press as saying that 
a forced sale of assets would 
make the banks for less 
attractive. 

Mr. Brodett said he did not 
believe foe adoption of these 
measures would delay foe 
sale of Hapoalim but he 
could not predict tbe affect 
oo foe price. 

He added: “If tbe bidders 
decided to withdraw as a 
result of the recommenda- 
tions, then we will recom- 
mend foe government sell tbe 
bank through the options 
programme.” 

He referred to a govern- 
ment plan to distribute stock 


foe Israeli public. 

Tbe committee also recom- 
mended foe banks gradually 
reduce their total non- 
finantial holdings as a per- 


lowed foe May 1968 student 
revolts. 

The government Sunday 
announced emergency plans 
to ease foe travel nightmare 


centage of total capital to IS with alternative travel 


per cent by 2001. 


arrangements for foe Paris 


The banks would only be region, including using the 
able to appoint 20 per cent of Bateaux Mouches tourist 
the directors in a commercial boats on foe Seine to ferry 
company and could not commuters to work. 


appoint foe chairman of 
board or any senior manage r. 


Financial markets are in- 
creasingly alarmed by the cri- 


Nor would foe banks have sis. sparked by various tough 
veto rights on any manage- measures designed to cut 
meat derisions. France’s public deficits in 


meat decisions. France’s public deficits in ports and the banks. . 

As foe banks reduce foeir time for it to join its EU France and Air Inter ca 

holdings to 20 per cent from partners in a monetary union crew are threatening to j 

25 per cent they would be by tbe end of foe decade. foe action from Thursda 

required to distribute the Business is increasingly I 

proceeds as a dividend to all being hit by tbe paralysed HOROSCOPE 


shareholders. 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orrSna/y words. 


FEYHT 


transport infrastructure. All 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H en ri Arnold and Mika Argnion 

i wB read Ihe Tuts could taka hows 
report of ✓jpv i 

last mating 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
GIASBB26&T1 



SYTUM 


"til 


J 


“Sleeping with this beauty device is 
supposed to make my mouth wider 
so I look more like Julia Roberts.” 


LIDIAN 


SLOIPH 


Print answer here : THE 


WHAT THE CLOCK 
ETCHERS PREAPEp 
AT THE 0OARP j 
MEETING. 


Now arrange the dreted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by toe above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ABHOR EVOKE PIRATE AUTHOR 
Answer Wasted by many parents — THEIR BREATH 


Peanuts 


Pear Author, 
Congratulations) We 
have decided to publish 
your novel. * \ 


First printinq will 
be one copy. 


0 If we sell it, well 
| print another. 


hjjM* 




eyes will be on the franc and 
foe Paris bourse as foe stand- 
off develops during the week. 

“The unions and tbe gov- 
ernment agree on one thing 
at least: The week ahead win 
be hard, very hard,” said the 
weekly Journal du Dimanche 
(JDD) Sunday, summing up 
foe crisis faring Mr. Juppe. 

Last week brought chaos 
nationwide as 180,000 work- 
ers for tbe SNCF national rail 
authority walked out to pro- 
test plans to restructure the 
state-run network to cut its 
huge deficit. 

Their action was joined by 
RATP Paris bus and metro 
workers, postal employees 
and foe EDF-GDF gas and 
power utilities, in protests 
over individual grievances 
and over controversial wel- 
fare reform plans announced 
by Mr. Juppe. 

The call for wider action 
this week focuses on anger at 
Mr. Juppe's reforms, with 
F.O. leader Marc Blondel 
calling for “a generalisation 
of the action to demand the 
withdrawal of foe Mr. Juppe 
plan” from Monday. 

“I will ask all sectors to go 
on strike one after the 
other,’’ he said, singling out 
foe customs services, tax 
offices, hospitals and infras- 
tructure repair and mainte- 
nance units. 

The CGT meanwhile plans 
a “day of action” Tuesday, 
including another mass de- 
monstration, as discontent 
continued to spread. Nov 
sectors likely to be bit include 
road and air transport, the 
ports and the banks. Air 
France and Air Inter cabin 
crew are threatening to join 
foe action from Thursday. 
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Andy Capp 




HE<S A BLOKE WHO CAN'T 1 
. STAND DOING NOTHING- J 



HE PREFERS TO DO 
■7 IT LYING DOWN t-J 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


MUTT, HAJJE 
YOU THE f 
s TIME? ) 


VEH. ITS 
FOUR 

^ gao cK/ 




FOUR 
O'CLOCK/ 
THANKS 
^ MUTT/ j 


. JEFF r SAID V 
FOUR O'CLOCK. 
NOT ONE' YOU 
SET IT FOR ONE ’ 

i 1 O'CLOCK' 


OH. 

DON'T 

WORRY- 


SHELL Soon 
CATCH UP/ 
SHE GOES LIKE 

blazes when 
SHE GOES/ , 
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FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, DECEMBER 4, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Garner foe data you need 
during foe day today which 
can make your existence 
more as you want it to be, 
and later tonight seek advice. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20} Complete arrangements 
plan you have in tbe 
meaning today. In foe after- 
noon, yon can start putting it 
in operation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Home ties and close 
friends can easily be per- 
suaded to assist you today in 
gaining personal desires, then 
you can do foe career activi- ‘ 
ties connected to them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Go to foe 
influential person you know 
at this time and gain advice 
how best to utilise your finest 
talents towards being snccess- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study worldly desires well 
and then make fine plans 
today to gain them. A new 
contact can give you fine 
ideas for completing some 
important project. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Listen to foe 
ideas of your mate at this 
time so that there can be 
greater accord between yon. 
Concentrate on foe practical. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This morning is 
best for making new deals 
with associate so that later 
today you can complete foe J 
actual tasks required of you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be more 
energetic about ^handling 
your career activities and 
they become giore profitable 
and valuable to yon at tins 
time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 2l) Study tbe 
new plan you made over foe 
.weekend for more good 
angles to add to it, then put h 
in motion and you win be 
very successful. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Plan today 
how to make your home 
more charming and later 
tonight talk your ideas over 
with your loved ones. Invite 
friends in for a good time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study how to 
become more successful to- 
day and get into practical 
activities connected with 
such. Answer any corres- 
pondqpce which comes your 
direction. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Get expert advice 
concerning money and firop- 
jfrty in foe morning today 
before you make any invest- 
ments. Complete tasks yon . 
are given. ’ 

Birthstone of December: Tur- 
quoise — Zircon 
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explosion 


pushes more consumers to 


in U.S. 
jedge 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Lured by offers of cheap crc- 
oY. dit and ever-expanding 
choice, increasing numbers of 
Americans face problems of 
[ default and bankruptcy as 
they exploit their credit cards 
V.'; for all they are worth — and 
:* often more. 

The mushrooming of credit 

- . card debt, some of it from 

card-holders with a risky cre- 
dit history, has prompted 
' - . warnin g s from die Federal 
Reserve (Fed), private eco- 
.. nomists and a major finimrfni 
‘ rating service. 

Personal bakrnptay filings 
: l':;.; in the United States hit 

- . 220,000 in the second quarter 

of 1995, a rise of 10 per cent 

from a year earlier, according 
to court frames. 

U.S. credit card debt has 
: readied $195 billion, up 21 


per cent from a year earlier, 
according to industry figures. 

Meanwhile, anmll«rnhto 
debt write-offs rose to 4.27 
per cent in September of total 
debt, the highest since June 
2994, Moody's Investors Ser- 
vice said. 

_ “There is presently no in- 
dication of a slowdown in 
consumer credit card spend- 
ing even as credit quality 
shows signs of deteriora- 
tion," said Moody's analyst 
Edward Bankole. 

Mr. Bankole said that U.5. 

co nsume rs are Mrirflmg 
sehres with more debt while 
“real wages have been stag- 
nant for some time.'’ 

_Often they are hired by 
offers from banks of cards 
with low interest rates of six 
to eight per cent, but only for 
a short period before rales 


KORijv 


Financial torjaa TWw A 

Markets *■ °* —— « *** wm . 

Cairo’ Amman Bank W 

Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(November 27 — December 1, 1995) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit appreciated sharply against the 
mark and sterling last week, while depreciating marginally 
against the yen. It ended the week 1.79 per cent higher 
against the mark, 1.86 per cent higher against sterling, and 
0.31 per cent lower against the yen. 

The dollar rose sharply against the mark Monday, while 
appreciating marginally against the yen and sterling. 
Reports indicated that expectations that the Bundesbank 
might ease its monetary policy during its council mee ting 
the following Thursday prompted dealers to liquidate long 
mark positions. 

The U.S. unit continued its appreciation against sterling 
Tuesday, while depreciating against the mark and the yen. 
It fell against the mark as expectations that the Bundes- 
bank might lower German interest rates the following 
Thursday eased. Meanwhile, the yen rose as Japanese 
investors repatriated part of their foreign investments to 
Japan before the end of the year. 

The dollar rose against other major currencies Wednes- 
day. Expectations that the Bundesbank and the Bank of 
England might ease their monetary policies soon continued 
to influence the market. The mark and sterling fell as 
dealers adjusted their positions to reflect these expecta- 
tions. 

The U.S. unit continued its appreciation against other 
major currencies Thursday. The dollar benefited from 
positive comments by U.S. officials, which indicated that 
the budget dispute may be resolved before Dec. 15. 
Political and economic. 'instability in some European 
countries, especially France, also lent support to the dollar. 
Meanwhile, the Bundesbank left its monetary policy 
unchanged. However, analysts indicated that market parti- 
cipants continued to believe that the Bundesbank will ease 
its monetary policy before the end of the year. As such, 
exchange rates continued to reflect these expectations. 

The dollar retreated against the mark and the yen at the 
end of die week, while stabilising against sterling. It lost 
ground as dealers rook their profits from its recent rise. 
Reports indicated that profit-taking operations emerged 
when the dollar failed to bold to the 1.45 mark level, its. 
highest level for the past 10 weeks. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.4457 marks, 
101.19 yen and at $1.5310 to the pound. 


jump to 18 per cent or higher. 

Easy credit through cards 
is not just a U.S. phe- 
nomenon. Visa International 
last week reported double- 
digit growth in both card 
volume and number of cards. 
It said three-month card pay- 
ments by both debit and cre- 
dit cards rose to $194 billion 
in the second quarter, with 
sharp growth in Asia, 
Europe, the Middle East, 
Africa and Latin America. 

In the United States, banks 
are offering cards to some 
customers with a doubtful 
credit history because of a 
dogfight for customers. 
“Banks are trying to defend 
their market share,” Mr. 
Bankole said. 

Visa’s David Brancoii said 
debt trends go up and down, 
adding: “It’s not time to push 
the ahum button.” 

But the U.S. Federal Re- 
serve warned banks earlier 
this year to pay closer atten- 
tion to consumer lending 
risks. 

“If we were to see a 
worsening of the economy, 
loan defaults could soar," 

Riyadh says 
no contracts 
until U.K. 
curbs 

opposition — 
report 

LONDON (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia has told the British 
government last week it will 
award no further contracts to 
British firms until London 
controls Sandi opposition 
movements operating in Bri- 
tain, the Sunday Tunes re- 
ported. 

Quoting industrial sources, 
the paper said the Saudi deci- 
sion, which had the backing 
of the ailing King Fabd, could 
cost British industry billions 
ofjxxmds. 

Deals threatened include 
the sale of 800 combat vehi- 
cles, including -Challenger 2 
tanks, worth £3 trillion ($4.5 
billion), and the delivery of 
10 regional airimeis worth 
£160 million ($250 million), 
the Sunday limes said. 

A Foreign Office spokes- 
man quoted by the paper said 
he was not aware or the Saudi 
move, but in any case he 
would not comment on 
govemment-to-govemment 
communications. 


and create a ripple effect in 
the economy, said Fed Gov- 
ernor Lawrence Lindsey. 

Warren Heller, research 
d ire c to r for Veribanc, a Mas- 
saefa assets bank analysis firm, 
said the overall credit card 
debt figure is not a problem. 
U.S. disposable income is at 
an annualised $5.28 trillion, 
“enough to pay the interest 
and principal on all the con- 
sumer debt fairly quickly," 
he said. 

But he added that “that’s 
not true for everybody,” and 
said a recession could lead to 
even more defaults and bank- 
ruptcies. 

“If we go into an economic 
downturn and a significant 
number of people lose their 


jobs, (debt problems) would 
lead to an acceleration of the 
downturn,’* he said. 

G. Bennett Perry, national 
director of the Florida-based 
Credit Counselors Corp., 
said: “We’re seeing more 
people get into debt with 
higher amounts than ever be- 
fore. Those were the people 
who once said, It could never 
happen to me.’ People are 
loang extra income, especial- 
ly coming into the holiday 
season, and they are prone to 
overcharging." 

One factor in the 
mushrooming debt is the 
growing trend of home shop- 
ping through television, he 
said. 

“We see people who are 


homebound and can't shop 
outride,” Mr. Perry said. 
“It’s so easy even if they're 
infirm. You don’t have to 
walk to the store anymore to 
get into debt.” 

He said another factor is 
die aggressiveness of banks in 
marketing cards, saying: 
“I’ve been on beach in my 
bathing suit and seen credit 
card companies handin g out 
applications." 

The lure of credit cards, 
particularly ahead of the 
Christmas season, is particu- 
larly seductive, says Mr. Per- 
ry- 

“If you don’t have the 
means (for shopping purch- 
ases) it’s a pretty tough temp- 
tation to resist,’ 1 he said. 
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COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANE Pic 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

3AHX or JORDAN 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT HARK 

THE ROUS INC BANK 

JORDAN CULT BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANT. 

BEIT ELMAL 5AVXKC&INVESTMMT FOR BOUSING 

AMMAN RARE FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB EAHKIKC CORPORATION/ JORDAN 


NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADES 


VALUE Pft&V. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JO PRICE 


145355 229.000 237.250 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


AL-NTSR AL-ARABI INSURANCE 
INSURANCE SECTOR 


JORDAN! AN ELECTRIC PtJKKn 
NATIONAL rCRTPOl.m RKCUHITIKS 
TJKBJ. PUTATK 1 WUKKTHKNT 

Mi.LHJ.uR EAST i, COMMODORE HOTELS 
.5KAU IN TEH. PUR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 
&ARKA PRIVATES UNIVERSITY 
UNION LAND DEVELOPMENT CORP. 


k-iyy* I PE EX NUMB ATI: 1AG.50 
CHANGE i —0.49 T. 

JSAO 4.200 4.400 

•— o= ===== cbm m — ■»—— t-t 

1530 INDEX NUMBER: 129.31 
CHANGE : +0.43r 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


«dtid7 INUKX NUMSi'.H: 123.17 
uuASGi: : -0.35“ 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JOR0AD PHOSPHATE MINES 

THE ARAB POTASH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFTHARY 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
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Prices of broilers plummet but prices 
of table eggs rise 

■irtr LOW PRICES for chicken are forcing poultry farmers 
to sell broilers at prices even below those announced by the : 
Ministry of Supply. “We are suffering from large losses ! 
daily and I don't know until when we will continue to incur 
these losses," said Yousef A1 Ajjouri, owner of a poultry 
form. The formers, accusing the private sector of importing 
large quantities of frozen chicken, are demanding the 
intervention of the ministry to rescue them by not allowing 
imports. They say they are ready to supply the local market 
with its daily requirements of broilers without the need for ' 
imports. 

An official source at the ministry denied any relation 
between low prices for broilers and imports of frozen 
chicken. He recalled that under a cabinet decision last 
summer, the ministry stopped importing frozen chicken 
and opened the door for the private sector to undertake 
such activities. However, the official said, the private 
sector had not imported any amount since then, as 50 per 
cent customs levy were imposed on frozen chicken imports 
to protect local production. 

The source pointed out that Jordan’s actual consumption 
of broilers was between 7,500 and 8,000 tonnes but 
production had been higher by about 500 tonnes as actual 
production last November had been about 8,300 tonnes. 

The ministry official also denied any relation between 
higher prices of table eggs and rumours that large amounts 
are being exported. He explained that the export prices 
requires recommendations from the ministries of supply 
and agriculture none of which had made any such move. 
Prices, he clarified, are derived from the market itself and 
specialised committees specify the maximum prices which 
are subject to revirion whenever changes in production and 
form prices take place. As such, lower prices are subject to 
forces of supply and demand without any interference from 
the Ministry of Supply, which takes the role of announcing 
the price and not fixing it, he said. 

The main reason for the rise in prices to JD 1.550 per a 
30-egg carton is due to shortage of supply compared to the 
previous period, the official said, pointing out that the 
Kingdom's current production is between 57 million and 58 
million eggs per month whereas the need is for 65 million 
eggs. The drop in supply was attributed by the source to 
many formers refraining from growing commercial layers as 
a result of large losses incurred in the past when eggs were 
sold for less than JD 1.200 Those formers who quit the 
b usiness of commercial layers have moved to grow broilers 
and, as such, the situation has changed with prices of eggs 
going up and prices of broilers plummeting (A1 Dustour). 

Inspectors fine 24,115 merchants for 
price and quality violations 

■rirtfr SINCE THE beginning of the year and until the end of 
October, Ministry of Supply inspectors fined 24,115 mer- 
chants for price and quality violations. The number is 96 
per cent more than the corresponding period of 1994 when 
the number of merchants fined stood at 12,306 (A1 Ra’i) 

Most shoppers at Safeway earn 
between JD 200 and JD 500 per month 

■irtr ABOUT 65 per cent of all who shop at Safeway earn 
between JD 200 and JD 500 while the remaining 35 per rent 
belong to other social classes. This information, compiled 
from figures provided by those who haver “golden cards,” 
described the -65 per cent as being “the middle dass of the 
consumers." According to A 2 zam A1 Masri, Safeway’s 
general manager, 40 per rent of the modernisation, change 
and Improvement ideas came from customers, through the 
suggestion box, while 60 per rent of the ideas are those of 
the management. Mr. Masri said Safeway will open a 
branch towards the end of 1996 on the road to the airport 
on a 4,000 square metre area. Another branch wili be 
opened in eastern Amman at the end of 1997, in line with 
studies on topographic distribution of the residents (A1 
Aswaq). 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

iln Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas ’ 

Furnish ed/unfumished for i 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel:. 810605, 810609, 810520 
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Gems of the world , All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 
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Professional Quality] in . 

1 Hour Service / 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 
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aanjt 20 jt 30 cm _ 
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cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


&ANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 


Furnished 
apartment 
3 bedrooms 
5 th circle 

for farther details please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 
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Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 
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DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 
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Lunch & Dinner 




Shopping at 


makes my Ma happy 
& elegant inspite 
of the EXTRA WEIGHT 
I am causing her! 



Al-Um store 

Insurance BuSeflng 
Jsbsl Amman 
3iddicte 
Tot 658400 


Mntrmity & Children’s wear 


ASSARAYA 

Rent a car | 

Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079/21526 

Shmteanl King Abduaan caantens 


ISB 
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FRESH PORK MEAT 
JNFUHAIS 


- DAILY SLAUGHTER AT 
OUR FARM 

■ FRESH CUTS TO YOUR 
TASTE. 


,(073} 28676 SHOP. OH 684023 OFFICE, 
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Sports 


Riley sets 2nd world record 

Liu breaks world butterfly mark 


Master Oats 


dope-tested 


after flop 


REO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Samantha Riley of Australia 
set a second world record and 
China’s Liu Limin broke 
another world mark at the 
World Swimming Short 
Course Championships on 
Saturday. 

Riley, 23, shattered the 
women's 100 metres breast- 
strok e record, winning in 
1:05.70. Dai Guohong of 
China set the previous record 
of 1:06.58 in 1993 at the first 
world short course cham- 
pionships in Mallorca. 

Riley, who won the 200 
metres breaststroke on Fri- 
day in a world record, led 
■from the start with a surging 
stroke and sped away from 


the field on the last length. 
Second place went to Elena 
Makarova of Ukraine in 
1:07.78. 

Riley told reporters: 
“When Goohong set the re- 
cord two years ago I thought 
“how can anyone go that 
fast?" It's a mystery to me 
how I could go as fast as I did 

today. ’’ 

China’s Liu came from be- 
hind to win the women’s 100 
metres butterfly by the thin- 
nest of margins in 58.68 
seconds. She was one of three 
swimmers to finish below the 
world record of 58.77 set by 
Angela Kennedy of Australia 
in February. 

Lin was fourth at the 50 


metres mark with a 27.99 
split time as Kennedy led the 
field, but roared bade on the 
last lap for the win. 

“Fm very happy, and I was 
a bit lucky. I think I can go 
faster,” Uu said. 


States at the 1993 cham- 
pionships. 

Second place went to the 
Netherlands Carla Gcurts in 
4:06.20. Britain's Sarah 
Hardcastle was third in 
4:07.20. 


Second place went to 
Susan O’Neill of Australia in 
58.69. just 0.01 seconds be- 
hind Lin. Kennedy was third 
in 58.74. 


Costa Rica's Claudia Poll, 
who took the women's 200 
metres freestyle on Friday in 
a world record, won the 400 
metres freestyle in a meeting 
record 4:05.18. The previous 
record of 4:05.62 was set by 
Janet Evans of the United 


Wang Yiwu became the 
first Chinese man to win a 
world swimming cham- 
pionship by taking the 200 
metres breastroke in 2:11.11. 
Ryan Mitchell of Australia 
was second in 2:11.46. 


Fernando Scherer of Brazil 
spoiled teammate Gustavo 
Borges’s 23rd birthday by 
wi nnin g the men's 100 metres 
freestyle in 47.97. Borges was 
second in 48.00. 



be anything wrong with 
trim." 


Italy’s Pasqualino Gravis (centre) shows a feint play as 
Tunisia’s Mohaxued Baghdadi (left) and Ghazi Koubaa try 
to block the ball in a final day match of the men’s World 
Cup VoHeyfoall in Tokyo on Saturday. Italy beat Tunisia 


15-5, 15-S't 15-9 and wont he 12-nation World Cup at an 
undefeated 11-0 record, llalay took ticket for the next year’s 
Atlanta Olympics with the Netherlands aad Brazil (Renters 
photo) 


Trainer Kim Bailey, who 
•was at Sandown, said: ‘1 was 
very happy with him down 
the far side but he was gone 
in two strides. He has poss- 
ibly burst (a Mood vessel) but 
I have not spoken to Jamie 
Osborne. 

“He was in great form be- 
fore the race but they do let 
you down occasionally.” 

Master Oats was taken out 
of the Decemb er 26 King 
George VI chase betting by 
the big bookmakers but re- 
mains 5-1 favourite for the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup next 
March. 

At Sandown, Richard 
Dnnwoody produced a 
masterful display of race rid- 
ing to register a 244-1 four- 
timer that included his 
1,300th victory in Britain. 





ENGLISH SOCCER 


Cole wide of the mark 



as United slip up 


LONDON (AFP) — Andy Cole was the culprit as 
Manchester United failed to make significant ground on 
leaders Newcastle after being held to a 1-1 draw by 
injury-hit Chelsea at Old Trafford. 

Seven million pound Cole, who has been under fire after 
scoring just three goals all season, was substituted soon 
after he sidefooted wide of a near-open goal from just a 
couple of yards when Lee Sharpe set him up for the winner 
in die 67th minute. 


He was replaced by the promising Terry Cooke, but it 
was too late for a United side also at half-strength, with 
inspirational winger Ryan Giggs most missed. 

The Londoners bave lost only twice in their last 21 visits 


to United and looked poised for a shock victory after 
England star Dennis Wise put them into a 53rd-minute 


It took a superb flighted chip in the 61st-minute from 
youngster David Beckham to preserve even a point which 
is a huge boost for Cole's old club Newcastle, now four 
points dear before Sunday’s game at Wimbledon. 

Afterwards United captain Steve Bruce joined the long 
list of Old Trafford colleagues currently springing to Cole’s 
defence. 

“He just needs a goal and then he can go on one of those 
sprees we all know be is capable of,’’ said Bruce. 


4 At the moment it's just not falling for him but hopefully 
that will change sooner rather than later. He's getting into 
the positions and Tm sure it will turn for him," he added. 

England striker Alan Shearer was the inspiration as 
champions Blackburn rediscovered the home form which 
saw them hammer Nottingham Forest 7-0 in their previous 
Ewood Park dash by beating West Ham 4-2. 

Premiership topscorer Shearer again led the scoring with 
his third hat-trick of the season — taking his tally to 21 — 
and Mike Newell grabbed the other. 


‘Yevgeny Kafelnikov 


West Ham salvaged a little respectability through Julian 
Dicks' penalty and a late strike from former Blackburn star 


U.S. win 31st Davis Cup 


MOSCOW (R) — The Un- 
ited States won the Davis 
.Cop for the 31st time on 
Sunday when Pete Sampras 
£eat Russia's Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov in straight sets to give 
Iiis team an unassailable 3-1 
jead in the final. 

’ Sampras, who was carried 
off court with crippling cramp 
after beating Andrei Chesno- 
isov in a five-set thriller on 
Friday, served ace after ace 
as be crushed Kafelnikov 6-2, 
6-4, 7-6 in one minute over 


two hours. 

For the Russians, it was 
their second home defeat in 
the final in successive years. 

After Sampras had served 
the winning ace in the third 
set tiebreaker, his team 
mates, including the injured 
Andre Agassi, poured on to 
the court to congratulate 
him. 

World number one Sam- 
pras. who helped the U.S. to 
win the doubles on Saturday, 
threw his arms around cap- 


tain Tom Gullikson's shoul- 
ders. 


Sampras had things all tris 
wn way in the first set. 


own way in the first set, 
breaking Kafelnikov’s service 
twice to take it in just 24 
minutes. 


The second set lasted 39 
minutes but brought little 
more respite for Kafelnikov 
whose tortured expression 
conveyed his anguish. 

The only break of serve 
came in the fifth game. 


Robbie Slater. 

Shearer’s hat-trick took his Blackburn goal tally to 114 in 
less than three-and-a-half seasons and Blackburn boss Ray 
Harford was at a loss to describe his value to the side. 

“It's up to you fellows to find words to describe him. 
When you have worked with him for as long as we have, 
you know bow good he is. I am just delighted he plays for 
us and no one eke," he said*. 

Manchester City, whose run of 10 points out of the last 
12 clinched die manager of the month award for boss Alan 
Ball, continued their revival by inflicting Leeds’ third home 
defeat of the season. 

Gerry Creaney’s 60th-minute header sealed City’s first 
away win in eight months after German striker Uwe Rosier 
hit tee bar in the first half. 

Ball said his players bad earned him his award, adding 
that he is looking forward to the confrontation between his- 
brilliant midfielder Georgi Kinkladze and Middlesbrough's 
Brazilian maestro Juninho. 
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Opening lead: Four of © 

Do not c ommi t yourself to a play 
until it is absolutely necessary.' For 
ex am pl e , a Grasse that will work at 
triek one will be just as successful 
St trick lour or, for that matter, 
trick 12! 

Alter a highly competitive auc- 
tion, South became declarer at five 
hearts. South doubled five dubs, 
expecting to defeat that contract on 
sheer power. With such a distribu- 
tional holding. North was having 


none of that After all, the Law of 
Total Tricks states that with 1 1 
trumps in the combined hands, the 
contract should he played, not 
defended, at the five-level. 

' West led the four of diamonds 
and the jack was covered by the 
queen and taken with the king. 
Declarer was looking at two spade 
losers and a diamond and, nnlrws 
diamonds split evenly, there was no 
way the contract was getting home. 
So after winning the first trick 
declarer drew trumps, then led a 
diamond to the see. When West' 
showed out, declarer could not 
avoid losing three tricks — down 
one. 


Look at the difference if declarer 
withholds dummy’s jack of dia- 
monds at the first trick. After win- 
ning the king. South draws the out- 
standing trumps, rufls a club and 
ducks a spade, if West wins and 
returns a diamond, declarer Is com- 
mitted to the finesse. Bat as the 
cards Be West has no diarnmui and 
East cannot lead the suit without 
giving away a triek. Declarer wins 
the spade return, ruffe the reman}- 
in E club and then exits with a 
spade. The defenders now must 
either yield a niff-etofT. nr else East 
must lead away from the queen of 
diamonds. Either way, the diamond 
loser vanishes. 
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Kjus wins season’s first 
super-giant slalom 


LONDON (R) — Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup winner 
Master Oats was dope-tested 
after being polled op in his 
seasonal comeback race at 
Chepstow on Saturday. 

Master Oats, partnered by 
Jamie Osborne, appeared as 
if he could pick up eventual 
winner Grange Brake at any 
time. 

Bnt suddenly on the borne 
turn Osborne sent out dis- 
tress signals as be pushed 
Master Oats along. A sloppy 
jump by tee gelding fore 
fences out sealed his fate and 
be only managed to clamber 
over llie next fence before 
dramatically puffing np. 

Osborne said: “He gave 
me die feel of a Gold Cop 
winner for a circuit, going 
through the mnd like no 
other horse I have ridden but 
turning for borne the engine 
just stopped running.” 

The stewards ordered Mas- 
ter Oats be routine dope- 
tested and interviewed train- 
er Kim Bailey's assistant 
Eddie Hales who could offer 
no explanation for the dkmni 
showing. 

Hales said afterwards: 
“He’s blowing abnormally 
hard and that’s just not him 
as I know this horse inside 
out and there doesn’t seem to 


VAIL, Colorado (R) — Las- 
se Kjus’ long quest for a 
World Cop victory finally en- 
ded when be won tee sea- 
son’s first super-giant slalom 
race on Saturday. 

After four second-place 
finishes this season and eight 
in his career, the stoic 
Norwegian posted a time of 
one minute, 34.15 seconds, 
they waited anxiously to see 
if his time would hold up. 

The closest anyone could 
come was the 1:34.44 by 
Richard KroeD of Austria. 
Pietro Vitalini of Italy was a 
surprise third in 1:34.50. 

Patrik Jaerbyn and Fred- 
rik Nyberg, both of Sweden, 
completed a big day for Scan- 
dinavians, taking fourth and 
fifth. 

' Kjus showed no nerves on 
the course, but was a bundle 
of anxiety in the Finish Cor- 
ral. 

“I fed sick. I can’t stand 
the waiting,” said Kjns, who 
bad to withstand waiting for 
nearly everyone to finish the 
course, winch provided im- 
peccable conditions to give 
even the last starter a chance 
at a winning time. 

“I can’t believe it finally 


happened,” said the taciturn 
Kjus. 

“I felt sick from the wait- 
ing. It was terrible, with so 
many people coming so close 
behind me,” he said. 

Considering the remark- 
able quality of his skiing in 
this early North 'American 
{tease of the World Cup sche- 
dule, it seemed inevitable 
teat Kjus would win soon. 
But, until now, something 
always happened to deny 
him, as it had throughout 
his seven seasons. 

Saturday, no one could 
beat his strong, resourceful, 
trip down a perfectly pre- 
pared course under bright 
sunshine. 

“I skied aggressively. I 
took some chances. I didn't 
want to be second again,” 
Kjus said. 

Not only does he have that 
first victory, but his lead is 
growing in the overall stand- 
ings as well. 

Kjus has 465 points in his 
bid for skiing’s top prize. 
Runnership Michael Von 
Gnienigen of Switzerland, 
who doesn't race tee speed 
events, fell farther behind at 
300. 


Most observers believe 
teat, with Ms ability in aQ 
disciplines, Kjus is tee over- 
whelming favourite' to be- 
come the second Norwegian 
to win the tide, matching Ms 
injured teammate, Kjetil 
Andre Aamodt, who won in 
1994. 


Even though he hadn’t 
won a World Cop, Kjus is no 
stranger to success. 

He has both Olympic and 
world championship gold 
medals in combined and 
already is well loved by Ms 
ski-crazy countrymen. 


“Now everyone will recog- 
nise me and I don’t like 
that.” Kjus said. 

KroelJ and Vitalim over- 
came recent injuries to attain 
their medals. 

Kroell was hurt while train- 
ing at Vail less than two 
weeks ago, and spent a week 
in bed to recuperate from 
strained back muscles. 


Vitalini had an even more 
serious injury to mnsdes in 
bote of Ms legs on August 2, 
which cost him two months of 
training. 

“I didn’t expect the top 
three at all,” the Italian said. 


Atlanta Hawks’ Andrew Lang (right) foils to (left), as Mills’ shot drops in for two, during 
reject a shot by Detroit Pistons’ Terry Mflis the NBA game at the Palace (Renters photo) 


Rockets end slump by beating Hornets 


HOUSTON (R) — Clyde 
Drexler scored 19 of bis 
season-high 41 points in the 
second quarter as the Hous- 
ton Rockets ended a stump 
with a 113-98 victory over the 
Charlotte Hornets on Satur- 
day. 

Drexler shot 8-of-8 from 
the field in the second period 
as the Rockets expanded a 
five-point lead to 62-52 at 
halftime. He added 10 points 
in the third quarter, when 
Houston built its lead to IS 
points. 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
19 points and Sam Cassell 
added 17 for the Rockets, 


who had dropped three of 
their previous tour games. 

In Denver, Mahmond 
Abdul-Rauf had 24 points 
and nine assists, and 
Dikembe Mutombo recorded 
a triple-double to lead tee 
Denver Nuggets to a 109-105 
victory over tee Minnesota 
Timbeiwolves. 

Mutombo had 22 points, 16 
rebounds and 10 blocked 
shots for his eighth career 
triple-double for the Nog- 
gets, who have won four of 
their last five games. 

In Detroit, Grant Hill re- 
corded bis second career 
triple-double and Joe 
Dumais added 19 points off 
tee bench to lead the Detroit 
Pistons to a 104-96 victory 
over the Atlanta Hawks. 

Hill had 24 points, 13 re- 
bounds and 11 assists for the 
Pistons, who snapped a 
three-game losing skid. Hill 
has now the team in assists 
the last eight games, averag- 
ing 7.1 per game in teat span. 

At New Jersey, Kevin Ed- 
wards hit a long jumper to 
snap a tie with 35 seconds left 
as the New Jersey ne^s over- 
came a 10-point deficit early 
in the fourth quarter to de- 
feat the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
.79-78, for their third straight, 
win. 


In Philadelphia, Anthony 
Mason scored 10 of his 18 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the New York Knicks banded 
the Philadelphia 76ers their 
10th straight loss, 94-85. 

Patrick Ewing received five 
stitches in the chin but scored 
19 points for the Knicks, who 
snapped a two-game losing 
streak and won their eighth 
game in their last nine visits 
to Philadelphia. 

Ewing landed on his chin 
after toppling over Sixers for- 
ward Richard Dumas and left 
the game in the first quarter. 
He took five stitches and 
returned for the second 
period. 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson scored 37 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds and 
Sean Elliott, in his first game 
bade from right Achilles ten- 
dinitis, added 22 points to 
lead the San Antonio Spurs 
to their third straight win, a 
101-93 victory over the 
Phoenix Suns. 

Chuck Person scored 19 
points and Avery Johnson- 
had nine assists for San Anto- 
nio, which improved to 5-2 at 
home. 

Charles Barkley scored 34 
points and grabbed 18 re- 
bounds, and rookie Michael 
Finley added 17 points for 
Phoenix, which fell to 2-5 on 
the road. 

In Washington, Robert 
Pack scored 25 points and 
Chris Webber added 23 as 


the Washington Bullets 
pounded the Boston Celtics, 
135-107. 

At Golden State, rookie 
Joe Smith scored 20 points 
and Rony Seikaly added 19 to 
lead the Golden State War- 
riors to a 100-97 victory over 
tee Indiana Pacers. 

Smith hit four free throws 
and Chris Muffin added three 
free throws to spark a deri- 
sive 9-0 fourth quarter run 
which opened a 91-83 lead for 
Golden State with 2-24 re- 
maining. 

In Los Angeles, Michael 
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Jordan and Scottie c Pippen 
each scored four points dur- 
ing a tie-breaking 11-0 run 
midway through tee fourth 
quarter to lift the Chicago 
Bulls to a 104-98 victory over 
theLds Angeles Clippers. 

The game was played io 
front of a Los Angeles 
Franchise-record crowd of 
18,321 at the Arrowhead 
pond in Anaheim 

Jordan had 37 points and 
11 rebounds and Pippen 
added 21 points and 13 
boards for tee Bulls. 

In Sacramento, Brian 
Grant scored 27 points and 
Mitch Richmond added 17 as 
the Sacramento Kings held 
off a late charge by the 
Orlando Magic for their fifth 
straight victory, 109-106. 

Tyus Edney scored 14 
points and Olden Polynice 
added 12 and 12 rebounds for 
Sacramento (12-4). 
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RESULTS 


Detroit 
New Jersey 
New York 
Washington 
Houston 
San Antonio 

Denver 

Golden State 

Chicago 

Sacramento 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Philadelphia 

Boston 

Charlotte 

Phoenix 

Minnesota 

Indiana 

LA Clippers 
Orlando 







s 


Jordan wants 
to finish with Bulls 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1995 1 1 


CHICAGO (AFP) - 
Michael Jordan wants to sign 
a new three-year contract 
with the Chicago Bolls that 
would likely cany him to the 
end of his National Basket- 
ball Association (NBA) 
career. 

Jordan, who guided the 
Bolls to three NBA titles, 
leads the league with 29.5 
points a game and also aver- 
ages 5.1 rebounds and 4.6 
assists a game. Bat his con- 
tract with Chicago expires 
after this season. 

Jordan, who ended an 18- 
month retirement in March, 
told Chicago radio station 
WMAQ he wants to play 
until 1999 with the Bolls, but 
only if coach Phil Jackson 
and Olympian teammate 
Scottic Pippen are retained 
by the Bulk as well. 

“1 would like to be around 
here for three more years." 
Jordan said. “But I would 
Hke to see the nucleus of this 
team stay strong, with Scottie 
and Phil. Those are impor- 
tant factors. I would tike to 
finish with Pippen and hope- 


fully Phil null be around.” 

The Bulls are conducting 
contract attention talks with 
Jackson. Pippen has two 
years remaining on his con- 
tract. 

Jordan has shown im- 
proved form from where he 
was last year, when be made 
a late-season comeback that 
excited fans but enabled the 
Bulls to reach . only the 
second round in the NBA 
playoffs. 

“Fm feeling pretty good," 
Jordan said. “I worked out 
hard last summer, harder 
than I ever did before be- 
cause I wanted to have the 
physical and mental strength 
and concentration to play an 
entire season at a high level.” 

Jordan scored 42 points in 
the Bulls’ opener against 
Charlotte and had 36 against 
Dallas last week. 

“He’s been a big 
confidence-booster for our 
players," Jackson said. 
“With him around, our guys 
know they don’t have to play 
above their capabilities. He’s 
money in the bank." 



Michael Jordan 


Bayern score 4 to keep Dortmund under pressure 


BONN (R) — Bayern 
Munich thumped Sdudke 4-0 
at home on Saturday to keep 
the pressure oh German 
League leaders Borussia 
Dortmund in the penultimate 
sound of action before the 
winter break. 

After Swiss international 
CSriaco Sfoiza had oven the 
Bavarians a 1-0 halftime lead 
with a 21st-minute goal, 
Mefamet Schofi, Christian 

Ko&alSiKOT fbrishecToff die 
rout in the 54th, 62nd and 
84th minute* respectively. 

Bayern, Mio take a 4-1 
lead to Portugal's Bcufica in 


the UEFA Cup third-round 
second leg on Tuesday, 
stayed just two points behind 
reigning champions Dort- 
mund. 

Both teams are well aware 
that there is a major psycho- 
logical advantage to be 1 
gained by starting the two- 
month mid-season break at 
the top of Bundestiga. 

Dortmund, who meet 
Glasgow Rangers in the 
European Champions league 
on Wednesday, had stretched 
their lead to five points de- 
spite a largely disappointing 
>■1 victory over If 
on Friday. 


Barcelona and 
Espanyol miss chance 


MADRID (R) — Barcelona 
and local rivals Espanyol 
handed Atletico Madrid foe 
chance to extend their lead in 
the Spanish first division on 
Saturday after compficrtmg 
matches a g a inst what had 
seemed like easy opponents. 

Espanyol lost to a freak 
goal at bottom-placed Rayo 
VaUecano, while Barcelona 
were lucky to escape with a 
1-1 draw after befog hard 
pressed at home by lowly 
racing Santander. 

The results will boost Afie- 
ticoin Sunday’s match at Real 
Beds. 

But the leaders will have 
taken note of local rivals Real 
Madrid, who moved to within 
eight points after crushing 
Sevilla 4-1, and once again 
seemed to be candidates for 
the title after a poor start. 

An appalling mistake by 
goalkeeper Toni Jimenez cost 
third-placed Espanyol what 
should have been a straight- 
forward affair against Rayo 
VaUecano. 

Jimenez held his head in 
his hands after letting a harm- 
less free-kick from Rayo Val- 
lecano forward Aquino 
through his legs early fo a 
scrappy game in which 
Espanyol looked nothing hke 
tie team that has won five of 
seven away games fins sea- 
son. 

Espanyol’s best chance, 
late in the match, was wasted 
by Florin Radocknu. The 
Romanian for ward , who has 
recently returned from, in- 
jury, showed his lack of 
match-form when he was 
slow to capitalise on a 
through-ball that left him 
with only Rayo goalkeeper 
Wilfred Agbonabvare to 
beat 

Espanyol manager Jose 
Antonio Camacho said that 
he was not too disappointed 
with the 1-0 defeat by his old 
chib. 

“We did what we could, 
though of course the result is 
bad," said Camacho. 

EspanyoTs local rival Bar- 
celona could hardly manage 
any better against lowly Rac- 
ing Santander. What bad 
been billed as revenge for 
Barcelona’s 5-0 humbling at 
Santander last season ended 


with Johan Cruyff’s team 
being hissed from the Camp 
Non Stadium by their own 
fens. 

Bosnian striker MehoKod- 
ro put Barcelona ahead mid- 
way through the first period, 
but Racing’s Chema equal- 
ised just before the break. 

Real Madrid, who went 3-0 
up in only 15 mhmt« in last 
year’s game against Sevilla, 
reported their dream start 
and in file process justified 
coach Jorge Valdano’s confi- 
dence in picking players from 
the dub’s junior teams. 

Defender Rafael Alkorta 
to head a cross with only two 
minutes on the dock, and 
shortly afterw ards Alvaro 
Benito celebrated his home 
debut when he pounced on a 
mistake in the Sevilla de- 
fence. 

Benito’s teenage colleague 
Raul Gonzalez combined 
with veteran Danish play- 
maker Michael Landrap to 
make it three after only ;22 
minutes, and the same com- 
bination struck again after 
the break. 

Sevilla’s Gabriel Moya, 
who received a yellow card 
for complaining about a 
posable offside in Gonzalez’s 
first strike, scored his team’s 
only goal. 


In next Saturday’s last 
games of the year, the cham- 
pions will travel Freiburg 
while Bayern visit struggling 
Fortnna Duesseldorf. 

“It’s important that we 
travel to Lisbon with a pod- 
five result,” Bayern coach 
Otto Rehhagel said. 

Even at fins early stage of 
the season Bayern and Dort- 
mund seem to be turning the 
Bundesliga into a two-team 
race. 

A 2-1 victory at home over 
Uerdingen helped Borussia 
Moenchengladbach move up 
one place to third. But the 
German Cup holders are 
seven points behind Bayern 
after 16 matches. 

Former east Germans 


Hansa Rostock moved up 
two places, thTee points 
further behind, after a 3-0 
home defeat of Kaisers- 
lautern. 

One of the most remark- 
able results of the weekend 
came from relegation- 
threatened Cologne who won 
1-0 at 1993 champions Wer- 
der Bremen on Friday to 
move away from the bottom 
of the tame. 

It was the former UEFA 
Cup finalists’ first victory in 
13 games. Fortuna Duessel- 
dorf were left to prop up the 
league after a 3-0 defeat at 
Eintracbt Frankfort on Satur- 
day. They will be not be 
relishing next week’s dash 
with Bayern. 


RIQURFD- PLANNER/ SCIIKDILFR 
I Ok AN INTERNATIONAL 
ENGINEERING FIRM 
LOCATED IN NIC OSIA - CYPRES 


Job Responsibilities: 

Updating and monitoring project schedules, 
manhour budgets, time sheets, production of 
progress curves and factors and assist in 
preparation of progress reports. 

Qualifications: 

An Engineering degree from a reputable 
university with 5 years experience in project 
controls is a must. Good command of the 
English language, hands-on experience in 
Primavera (V.5.1 and up), Microsoft Project 
(V.4.0), Lotus 123 (V.4.0 for Win) and 
Freelance (V.3.1 and up), together with other 
necessary software to complete required tasks 
to the best quality. Should also be familiar with 
work breakdown structures and associated 
codes. 

Applicants should send a detailed C.V. 
addressed to the Engineering & Studies 
Director, P.O. Box 3727, 1686 Nicosia - 
Cyprus or Fax No. (+ 357 2) 336701. 


Announcement 


Entries for the Theory and Practical Examination of the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music will be accepted from 9 to 14 December 1995 
The practical examination will be held in Amman next spring 1996 . 

For registration and further information about syllabuses and regulations, 
please contact the local representative : 

The National Music Conservatory I Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
Jabel Amman, Atiyat Building . Behind the Embassy of Kuwait 
P.O.Box 926687 , Amman I Jordan 
TeL 687620, Fax 68762 1 


ASSOCIATED BOARD 

OF THE ROYAL SCHOOLS OF MUSIC 



Iraqi club 
to face 
Saudi team 
in Japan 

BAGHDAD (R)— An Iraqi 
soccer team will play a Saudi 
Arabian club in the 
Asian Oub Championship in 
Japan this month, Al Iraq 
duly newspaper reported on 
Saturday. 

“The Iraqi Talaba soccer 
team Bpreparing to meet the 
Saudi Riyadh Crab in Japan 
on December 22,” the news- 
paper said. 

Il said the teams would 
meet faQowing the withdraw- 
al of the Kuwait’s 
Oub. 

The paper said the Asian 
Football Association would 
meet shortly to discuss the 
withdrawal of the Kuwaiti 
dnb and the reason for it 

Ttiaba beat Iran's 
Qnb 2-1 on aggregate in the 
Asian Championship last 
month to qualify for the semi- 
finals. 

Iraq were deprived of in- 
ternational contact after Un- 
ited Nations sanctions were 
imposed after it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 


Olympic chiefs worry 
about Nagano traffic 


NAGANO (AFP) — Inter- 
national Olympic chiefs ex- 
pressed concern about traffic 
jams and the small ice hockey 
arena after touring venues for 
the 1998 Winter Games in 
[cash-strapped Nagano on 
'Sunday. 

International Olympic 
Committee HOC) vice presi- 
dent Marc Hodler said he was 
generally satisfied with pre- 
parations, according to a 
Japanese official who accom- 
nnied the IOC executive 
>oard members. 

But the Swiss bead of the 
International Ski Federation 
(FIS), was also quoted as 
sayiiig that the brand-new ice 
hockey arena should have 
more spectators’ seats. 

The multi-purpose arena, 
dubbed Big Hat, was com- 
pleted m March with a capac- 
ity of seating up to 10,000, 
too few for matches involving 
a “dream team” of North 
American Hockey League 
(NHL) stars. 

The Nagano organising 


committee had 
promised to build a 12, 
seat ice hockey stadium but it 
has been scaled down. Hodler hoped 
that the problem 
should be resolved before the 
Games open in two years and 
two months. 

But another IOC vice i 
idem Kim Un-Yong 
four-story structure was “fan- 
tastic” and better than the ice 
hockey rink at the 1994 LOle- 
hammer Games. 

The South Korean sports 
leader added: “Our concern 
is how traffic will be control- 
led during the Games,” 

Traffic is continually Mock- 
ed in the centre of the city of 
350,000, where each family 
has two or three cars to make 
up for public transport li- 
mited to buses and a private 
railway. 

The IOC tour came ahead 
of a four day IOC executive 
meeting from Monday in the 
nearby resort of Kanazawa 
to approve snowboarding as a 
new addition to the already 


bloated 1998 Games prog- 
ramme. 

Officials wilt also be 
briefed oo construction de- 
lays in construction of 12 of 
the 20 venues as inflation has 
pushed costs way past the 
Initial estimate of 140 bflhou 
yen ($1.4 biflion). 

“The main infrastructure 
will be finished despite long 
delays. But auxiliary projects 
such as parks might be sacri- 
ficed,” said 67-yearold for- 
mer dty assemblyman Jichiro 
Imai. 

Irani, who beads a citizen’s 
watchdog group, added: “Ex- 
pansion or roa« leading fnxn 
the central station has been 
■comkte. There is the big 
possibility of major traffic 
Ton." : 

Games operational 
hiked from 


40 Mllion yen to 76 billion 
yen, is threatening to top 100 
billion yen amid constraints 
on its main sources — televi- 
sion money and corporate 
sponsorships. 


FOR RENT 

A furnished apartment consisting of three 
bedrooms (one master), a salon, a dining room, a 
large kitchen and breakfast room, telephone, 
garden and a garage. Location: Um Uthaina, 5th 
Circle, Jabal Amman. 

For more information please call Tel: 685669 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

190 sq.m., near Amra Hotel. 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, central heating, telephone, 
balconies for the bedroom, kitchen and salon. 
New furniture. 

Call Tel: 824362 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe split level semi villas - elegant 
building in Rabia, high class residential area. 
For more Information caH: 

Pager No. 865999 - 32025 or 18360 


BRAND NEW APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, sitting room, 2 balconies, central heating, 
security system. The building is only two stories. 
Location: Al-Rabia, Mecca Street. 

For details call owner Mr. Tarifi Tel: 079-31720 


8 REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD ALWAYS CHOOSE 

E L-Z AY 


SHOULDERS 
Streamlined with special 
5 - layer padding and 
intertilling to maintain 
shape in movement 

SHOULDER - 
SLEEVE LINK 
Special 5 - stage stitching 
to ensure a smooth, 
crease-free, link. 

LAPELS 

Aligned vertically and at 
matching distance from 
either edge, for a sharper 
look. 

INSIDE 

POCKETS 

Embedded in fabric for 
added strength. 


COLLAR & 
BACKLINE 
Backline seam centered 
between vertical Imes mid 
matched with collar lines, 
for an even flow. 



Visit us and discover 

• Naser Abn lOndaf Stores 
Bahjat Gardens Center, Gardens Street 

. Naser Abu Khalaf Stores / Sweffieh 
AI-Hamra Street, near Plaza Fitness Center 

i Shlbty Boutique 

Jabal Aranm - 1st. Cade, opposite Insurance Bldg 



the difference 

■ EL-ZAY Showroom 

Abdoun Circle. Jawharat Abdoun Bldg 

• EL-ZAY Showroom / Rusieb 
Awapn .Sara, EJ-Zay Ready wear Manufacturing Co. 

.EL-ZAY (The Mall) 

Queen Afia fanaraoanal Airport - Duty Free Shop. 


Unified Price Policy at ail outlets 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA- TEL 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 -618275 

| 
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; Kevin Costner 
in 

WATERWORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 

Nadia Al Jundl, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamideft 
in 

A Woman Who shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD "1” 

Nadia AI Jundl, Farouq Fishawi 
and Mahmoud Hamldeh ...in 
A Woman Who shook the Throne 
of Egypt 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6; 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Sylvester Stallone.. in 

assassins 

Shows: 3:30, 6. 8:1 5. 10:1 5 * 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeb 


Nabil & HisharrTs Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


in view of the travel 
of the actors abroad 
the theatre is closed 
until further notice 
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EU and U.S. sign covenant 
for transatlantic relations 


MADRID (Agencies) — The 
United States and the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) signed 
what they described as a his- 
toric new covenant on Sun- 
day to guide their rela- 
tionship into the 21st century. 

President Bill Clinton, 
fighting isolationist tenden- 
cies at home, vowed that his 
country, would remain as 
closely ded to Europe as it 
was during half a century of 
cold war. 

“Today we are moving 
beyond talk to action,'’ he 
said after signing the so- 
called New Transatlantic 
Agenda with Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez, 
whose country holds the 
EU's rotating presidency, 
and Jacques Santer, presi- 
dent of the 15-nation block's 
European Executive Com- 
mission. 

“Our destiny in America is 
still linked to Europe,'* he 
said. 

Underlining his commit- 
ment to keeping Washington 
tied to Europe, Mr. Clinton 
announced at the same news 
conference that he had au- 
thorised the dispatch of 700 
U.S. troops as part of an 
advance force expected to go 
into Bosnia early this week. 

' The documents signed on 
Sunday after six months of 
EU-U.S. negotiations en- 
compass cooperation in Bos- 
nia, the Middle East peace 
process, trade, security, hu- 
man rights, aid, democracy, 
health care and crime- 
fighting among other sub- 
jects. 

“It's a historic moment for 
transatlantic relations,” said 
Mr. Santer. "We will lead by 
example.” 


"The aim is to show a clear 
will to act together in the 
pursuit of common goals,** 
said Mr. Gonzalez. 

Mr. Clinton wrapped up a 
successful European tour by 
putting the final touches to 
the agreement during two 
hours of talks with Mr. Gon- 
zalez and Mr. Santer. 

The core of the summit’s 
agenda was' embodied in a 
detailed plan outlining a 
series of concrete proposals 
for joint action to boost trade 
and cooperation on issues 
ranging from the fight against 
drug trafficking to control of 
waste in the U.N. budget. 
The leaders also issued a 
common statement of princi- 
ples and priorities. 

Some of the gloss was 
taken off Sunday's proceed- 
ings by growing signs of di- 
vergence over the financing 
of reconstruction in Bosnia. 
But nevertheless the positive 
tone could not have been 
further from the mood a year 
earlier when many Europe in 
the wake of the administra- 
tion’s decision to stop polic- 
ing the arms embargo on 
Bosnia. 

A series of disputes linked 
to American unilateralism on 
trade issues increased fears in 
Europe that the U.S. was 
heading into a new phase of 
isolationism. 

It was the unease gener- 
ated by these tensions that 
prompted leaders on both 
sides of the pond to start 
looking at ways of reinvigor- 
ating the relationship and en- 
sure it survived into the 21st 
century. 

Sunday’s accord falls well 
short of the free trade agree- 


Mahdi: Regime must admit failure 


CAIRO (R) — Former 
Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadeq A1 Mahdi said in an 
interview published on Sun- 
day that the Sudanese gov- 
ernment must admit failure 
and call a national constitu- 
tional conference of all poli- 
tical forces. 

Dr. Mahdi told the Arabic- 
languagc international news- 
paper A1 Hayat that this was 
the only peaceful way out of 
die country’s economic and 
political problems. 

The former prime minister, 
who fives in Khartoum under 
house arrest, said relations 
between the government and 
its domestic opponents were 
now at rock bottom and talk 
of reconciliation was non- 
sense. 

“The truth of the matter is 
today there is no entente or 
reconciliation... relations be- 
tween us and them are the 
worst possible,” he said. 

Dr. Mahdi, who was 
thrown out of office when the 
present military-backed rul- 


ers seized power in 1989. said 
opponents of the government 
had three options 8 foreign 
pressure and military action, 
or popular rebellion, or an 
internal settlement negoti- 
ated in the same way as in 
South Africa, for example. 

“I personally want a solu- 
tion without bloodshed, a 
Sudanese solution and a solu- 
tion in which the greatest 
weight comes from inside the 
country," he said. 

“The only way to a solu- 
tion is for the regime to meet 
and announce: ‘We took 
power to solve Sudan’s prob- 
lems by the shortest route 
posable but we could not do 
it’," he said. 

The government should 
then announce it is willing to 
call the national constitution- 
al conference as a mechanism 
for democratic change and 
for a peaceful settlement in 
southern Sudan, where the 
government faces an ethnic 
rebellion. 


Papandreou fights for 
life; successors at bay 


ATHENS (R) — Likely suc- 
cessors to Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou, fight- 
ing for his life in hospital, 
jockeyed for nosition on 
Sunday but no one dared make 
. a move to replace Greece's 
revered first socialist leader. 

A Sunday medical bulletin 
said Mr. Papandreou was in 
stable condition and doctors' 
were hoping to wean him 
from life-support systems 
which have kept him alive for 
two weeks. 

Mr. Papandreou was still 
unable to breathe fully on his 
own and getting him off a 
respirator was "a difficult 
problem." said hospital 
spokesman Gregory Skal- 
keas. 

Doctors have said taking 
Mr. Papandreou off the re- 
spirator as soon as possible is 
important to ward off the 
threat of secondary infections 
and to tiy to get his lungs 
working on their own. 

Asked how long Mr. 
Papandreou could stay on life 
support, he said: “There is no 
time limit. There are cases 
where people have stayed on 
respirators for weeks, months 
.or even years.” 

Mr. Papandreou enjoys 
. abiding popularity with much 
of the centre left in Greece as 
the man who broke the 
right's post-war grip on pow- 
er in 1981 and then poured 
European Union (EU) sub- 
sidies and funds into the neg- 
lected countryside. 

• He was rushed to hospital 
on Nov. 20 with pneumonia 
and has been kept alive on 
life-support systems for his 
kidneys and lungs for much 
of the past two weeks. 

During most of that time, 
Mr. Papandreou has been in- 
capacitated with a tube in his 


throat preventing him from 
talking and often requring 
heavy sedation because of the 
discomfort. 

Although frail for years 
after open-heart surgery in 
1988, the severity of bis ill- 
ness has thrown the Panhell e- 
nic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK) he founded in 1974 
into confusion because he has 
steadfastly refused to name a 
successor. 

Doctors at the Onassis 
heart hospital, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, have 
told reporters that even if 
Mr. Papandreou recovers he 
will never be able fully to 
resume official duties. 

The remote possibility of a 
recovery has kept ambitious 
successors at bay, wheeling 
and dealing in back rooms, 
but no one daring to chal- 
lenge the Socialist party's 
stricken founder. 

“This could go on for 
weeks,” said a diplomat. “No 
one wants to be remembered 
as the person who pushed 
Andreas Papandreou out of 
politics while he was critically 
ill in hospital.” 

Diplomats said that as Mr. 
Papandreou’s hospital stay 
lengthened, his government 
risked appearing adrift and 
’eaderiess. 

“They have big decisions 
and must unite the party be- 
fore the next election. It will 
be difficult with an informal, 
collective leadership group- 
ing rival camps,” another di- 
plomat said. 

Fear that the government 
might appear rudderless has 
thrust Interior Minister 
Apostolos Athanassios 
Tsochatzoulos into the lime- 
light — fortunately for dinner 
companions at the EU sum- 
mit later this month, he is 
widely known as “Akjs*^ 


Dr. Mahdi, the Oxford- 
educated grandson of 
Sudan’s nineteenth century 
spiritual leader, has been 
arrested and interrogated 
often since the 1989 coup. 
But at other times, the gov- 
ernment has appeared to try 
and court his backing. 

Dr. Mahdi said the 
Sudanese economy had de- 
teriorated even faster in the 
last six months than in the 
previous six years of rule by 
President Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir. 

He said that industry in 
Khartoum was working at 
just 12 per cent of capacity 
and that despite good rains 
this year's grain harvest 
would be only 1.5 million 
tonnes, because of misguided 
policies on credit and agri- 
cultural inputs. 

Sorghum is the main grain 
crop and Sudan produced ab- 
out three million tonnes of 
this alone in 1994. 


Red Cross 
appeals 
against 
‘barbarism’ 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
worldwide Red Cross move- 
ment opened Sunday its first 
conference since the end of 
the cold war with a solemn 
plea against a “new wave of 
barbarity” unleashed by an 
upsurge of hatred and civil 
war. 

More than 1,000 delegates 
are in Geneva for the five- 
-day International Conference 
of the Red Cross and Red 
■ Crescent, with the dominant 
theme being the protection of 
victims — especially civilians 
— in times of conflict. 

“Hatred, which is steadily 
gaining ground, brings In its 
wake a plethora of conflicts 
and a new wave of barbar- 
ity,” the chairman of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross, Cornelio 
Sommaruga said. 

In opening remarks, he 
said the gathering was a uni- 
que chance for the Red Cross 
movement to press govern- 
ments to respect human 
rights. 

“Throught the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red 
Cross, die national societies 
and their federation, it is the 
victims of conflict, natural 
disaster, social injustice and 
exclusion who speak out and 
address the states," he said. 

“I should like us to stand 
by our decisions so that they 
do not ring hollow for ail the 
victims who are counting on 
ns," he said. 

Attending the conference 
are representatives of more 
than 100 of the 186 nations 
that have signed the Geneva 
conventions. 
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ment that was cornerstone of 
proposals to this effect laun- 
ched by EU Trade Commis- 
sioner Leon Brittan and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in the spring. 

Even a joint study of a 
free-trade zone was rejected 
by the EU's Mediterranean 
club of protectionist-minded 
states. Mr. Brittan won a 
commitment to a study on 
further reducing and elimi- 
nating tariff ana other bar- 
riers to trade, but there was 
no firm commitment on when 
this would be done. 

Instead the trade aspects of 
the action plan focus on a 
“b uildin g block” approach to 
enhancing the “transatlantic 
marketplace," setting up 
structures that can work to 
overcome obstacles to Euro- 
peans doing business in the 
United States and vice-versa. 

The plans calls for en- 
hanced mutual recognition of 
standards, certification and 
regulatory policy but signifi- 
cantly avoids setting a target 
date for the conclusion of an 
agreement covering medical, 
telecommunications and elec- 
trical equipment and new 
drug products. 

There is also a commit- 
ment to attempt to negotiate 
the abolition of tarira and 
trade barriers on all informa- 
tion technology products and 
to achieve global liberalisa-' 
tion in telecommunications 
and maritime services. 

Notable non-trade goals in 
the plan include the creation 
of a joint task force to work 
on an early warning system 
that would improve global 
tracking of mutations and 
variations in killer viruses, 
like HIV or Ebola. 


Celebration 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
.Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor 
cm Sunday attended a spe- ' 
rial ceremony organised 
by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion at the Palace of Cul- 
ture to mark the King's 
60th birthday. The cere- 
mony was also attenrted | 
by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and De- 
puty Prime Minister and 
Education Munster Abdul 
Raouf A1 Rawabdeh as 
J well as senior officials. 

Addressing the 
celebration, which in- 
cluded songs and poetry 
recitals performed by stu- 
dents from various 
schools from Amman 
Governorate, Mr. 
Rawabdeh welcomed 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor and said that the 









urn 


School students from Amman Governorate mark the 60th birthday of EQs Majesty King 
perform during a celebration held Sunday to Hussein (Petra photo) 

students wanted to ex- King Hussein and to voice into an oasis of freedom, 

press by words, sohgs and their gratitude for the security and develop- 

rhymes the history of .King for turning Jordan ment. 


Israel indicts 3 Jews on sedition charges 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel's state prosecutor on 
Sunday brought sedition 
charges against a settler rabbi 
and two other Jews who orga- 
nised demonstrations against 
the government over its 
peace deal with Palestinians. 

The three men, leaders of a 
movement known as Zn 
Artzenu (this is our land), 
were charged with eight 
counts, including sedition,' 
solicitation for illegal gather- 
ing and trespassing and soli- 
citation to disrupt police 
activity. 

Demonstrations from Au- 
gust to October by Zu Artze- 
nu, which opposes the gov- 
ernment’s exchange of land 
for peace with the Palesti- 
nians brought Israel to a 
standstill, halting traffic 
along the country’s main 
highways and in principal 
cities. 

The Israeli government 
vowed to crack down on 
right-wing Jewish militants 
following toe assassination of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin a month ago by a 
young religious Jew opposed 
to handing land to Palesti- 
nians under a peace deal. 


According to the indict- 
ment, Moshe Feiglin. Rabbi 
Benny Alon and Shmuel 
Sackett incited the public 
through the media, videos, 
and tens of thousands of 
pamphlets “to commit crimes 
m a planned and systematic 
way and to disrupt the au- 
thorities' task in various 
ways.” 

Saying these acts were 
meant to “break the dis- 
obedience barrier of the 
state's rule of law," toe state 
prosecutor requested that a 
trial by three judges be held 
at the earfiest possible date. 

A court official said toe 
trial might take two or three 
months to start. 

Mr. Feiglin, the leader of 
Zu Artzenu, said it was an 
obligation to resist toe gov- 
ernment 

“When a person is faced 
with a government crime, 
and I insist there is a crime 
being committed by the gov- 
ernment, not only is he 
allowed to resist but he is 
obligated to do so,” he told 
Israel’s army radio on Sun- 
day. “Passive resistance is 
accepted in every democra- 
cy.” 


Kabariti to attend OIC meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Abdul Karim AJ 
Kabariti will leave for toe capital of Guinea, Conakry, on * 
Tuesday to attend the 23rd conference of toe Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC), which will be held there Dec. 
9-13. The conference will deal with issues of concern to 
Islamic countries, including the question of Jerusalem and 
a recent decision by toe American Congress calling for 
moving the American embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
The conferees will also dwell on the Middle East peace 
process as well as the situation in Bosnia-Herzcgovina, 
Afghanistan and Somalia. 

Sudan rejects dismantling of joint Nile company 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudan has rejected a decision 
unilaterally taken by Egypt dissolving a joint company 
running steamers on the River Nile, a Sudanese govern- 
ment source was quoted Sunday as saying. The indepen- 
dent A1 Rai A1 Akhar daily cited an official source it did 
not name as saying the Egyptian decision was illegal. The 
source said that according to the rules of the joint Nile 
Valley Navigation Company, toe consent of both countries 
was required to liquidate the company. The source said 
Sudan had turned down an earlier official request by toe 
Egyptian side to disband the company so as to “maintain 
fraternal links” between the two nations. Sudan will 
“resort to legal channels to enforce toe provisions of toe 
agreement," the source said. River voyages between Wadi 
Haifa and Sudan and Aswan in Egypt were halted more 
than three years ago when Sudan opposed an Egyptian plan 
to have Egyptian security men escort the steamers. 

30 Israeli officers face court martial 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Thirty Israeli officers accused of 
maltreating soldiers detained in military jails will be 
court- martiaDed, army officials said Sunday. Among those 
accused are Colonel Motti Shimransky who' has been in 
charge of “military prison number four’’ for toe past three 
years. The location of the prison was not specified by the 
officials. The accusations come after military police investi- 
gated a report by state radio which broadcast witness 
accounts of the bad treatment suffered by some military 
prison inmates and the violation of their rights. 

Pray for rain, Iranians told 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Shiite Muslim clergy has urged 
Iranians to gather in mosques and pray for rain amid a 
drought which has hit the country in toe past months. In a 
statement published in newspapers here, the Islamic 
Propagation Organisation (IPO) called on the prayer 
leaders and student clergies to lead the special prayer. The 
IPO, dominated by conservative clergymen, is the Islamic 
regime's main propaganda organ and conducts all of the 
official political and religious mobilisations in Iran. A lack 
of sufficient rain and unseasonal warm weather have ’hit 
most regions in the country this year jeopardising agricultu- 
ral products, notably spring harvests. The drought has 
half-emptied water reservoirs used for irrigation, provok- 
ing a possible rationing for next summer mainly in drier 
regions of the country. The Iranian plateau has been 
subjected to dry weather for the past three years. 

Policeman discovers mother’s body in car wreck 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A police officer helping to 
remove a dead woman from a fiery car crash disovered that 
the victim was his mother, Kuwaiti newspapers said on 
Sunday. The officer was taken to the hospital after he 
collapsed in shock and grief. He had rushed to help after he 
saw a police patrol at the scene of an accident in which a car 
had overturned and burst into flames. 


' The indictment said the 
group called for a "civil upris- 
ing” in its literature, which 
spoke of an “evil govern- 
ment" and a “minority gov- 
. eminent that has lost its legi- 
timacy." 

It said the accused did not ’ 
try to change toe government 
in democratic ways and 
“their acts meant to disrupt 
the dedsion-making process 
in the public. ” 

It was the first time that 
this section of the Israeli cri- 
minal code has been used 
against a Jew since the coun- 
try was founded in 1948. The 
law, however, has been en- 
forced against Arabs. 

A magistrate's court mean- 
while extended by four more 
days the detention of Yigal 
Amir, who confessed to kill- 
ing Mr. Rabin. 

A police representative 
told toe court there was "new 
and important information” 
in the case that required 
Amir's remand in custody be 
extended past the usual 30 
days police are given to file 
an indictment. 

He did not say what the 
new information was. 


Several other people — 
like Amir, orthodox Jews in 
their 20s — have been 
arrested in connection with 
toe assassination. 

“It’s all a set-up," Amir 
told reporters as be entered 
the court room. 

The judge ordered Amir to 
be quiet, but toe religious law 
student continued, shouting: 
'‘In this country we kill peo- 
ple." 

The exasperated judge re- 
plied: “For toe moment, you 
are the assassin.” 

“Everything has been set 
up,*' Amir said, addressing 
toe journalists. “Why don't 
you publish that the Rabin 
(security) agent who yelled - 
‘the bullets are blank, the 
bullets are blank,' has been 
liquidated." 

Amir was apparently refer- 
ring to testimony from Mr. 
Rabin's driver, who said 
Amir yelled the bullets are 
blank and “it's not real” as he 
approached the prime minis- 
ter firing a handgun. 

The confessed assassin's 
statement shocked the cour- 
troom, and toe judge ordered 
quiet. 


driver are murdered 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The bodies of an Algerian 
journalist and his driver who 
had been stabbed to death 
were found on Sunday in an* 
Algiers suburb, the govern- 
ment said. 

The attack was the first on 
a jouimalist in three months 
and followed the assassina- 
tions of two army officers, 
including a general who was 
the highest-ranking officer 
killed in four years of vio- 
lence by Islamic fun- 
damentalists intent on over- 
throwing toe government. 

A security forces statement 
said Hamid Mahiout, 45, who 
worked for the French- 
language independent 
Liberte daily, and his driver 
Ahmad Ben Khairallah had 
been stabbed to death on 
Saturday night. 

More than 50 journalists 
and media employees have, 
been killed in Algeria since 
June 1993 when guerrillas ac- 
cused them of spreading gov- 
ernment propaganda about 
toe militants’ fight to estab- 
lish a purist Islamic state. 

The killing came as toe 
government of newly-elected 
President Liamine Zeroual 
was planning a media cam- 
paign to lure grassroots mili- 
tants away from the hard- 
core fundamentalist move- 
ment by offering clemency 
and reduced jail sentences if 
they surrender to toe author- 
ities. 

More than 40,000 people 
have been killed fit Algeria's 
violence pitting security 
forces against guerrillas since 
early 1992 when authorities 
scrapped a general election 
which the Islamists were 
poised to win. 

Newspapers and political 
analysts said the latest kill- 
ings came as no surprise. 

“Well-informed observers’ 
knew that as long as armed 
individuals were still on the 
run the attacks will con-, 
tinue," the La Tribune news- 
paper said in a commentary. 

“For the extremists, it is 
out of question to lay down 
arms without achieving the. 
goal of turning Algeria into 
an Islamist state,” the news- 
paper added. 

An Algerian army colonel, 
was shot dead on Saturday in 
central Algiers in a militant 
attack, a source dose to thtf* 
Algerian security services 
said. 

He was the second senior 
army officer killed in the 
Algerian capital int he past 
week. Gunmen shot dead 


General Mohammad 
Boutighane on Monday while 
he was shopping in the Bir- 
mandries suburb of Algiers, 
according to a Defence 
Ministry statement. 

The source said the colonel - 
shot back at his attackers, 
who apparently fled in a car. 

After the shooting, Alge- 
rian security forces and para- 
troopers encirded a sector of 
the capital, apparently to 
catch the killers of storm 
their hideout, Algiers resi- 
dents said. The forces later 
withdrew, they said. 

Opposition groups have 
often accused journalists of 
collaborating" with toe reg- 
ime and Mahiout was the 
45th journalist to be mur- 
dered since 1993. 

• Twenty have been shot 
dead or had their throats cut 
this year alone and 150 have 
fled toe country altogether, 
while those who remain take 
strict security precautions. 
More than a dozen other 
workers in the press have also 
died. 

Algerian Interior Minister 
Mostefa Benmansour de- 
nounced the double murder 
as a "barbaric crime” com- 
mitted by "the forces of dark- 
ness." 

The only thing these cri- 
minals want is to destabilise 
the country," he said in a 
communique. 

In another incident, two , 
Latvian sailors were killed j 
Thursday in toe Casbah dis- 
trict of the capital and a third 
was injured. 

It had been hoped Mr. 
Zerouai’s election — he won 
more than 61 per cent of the 
vote in a massive 75 per cent 
turnout — would have at 
least partly legitimised his 
government in the eyes of the 
fundamentalists. 

The renewed wave of kill- 
ings came despite his inaugu- 
ral speech in which he 
pleaded for dialogue to end 
the brutal conflict, while last 
week a militant leader abroad, 
also called for talks without 
setting down conditions. 

However, the latest mur- 
ders seem to confirm that the 
extremists are carrying on the 
war of attrition by concen- 
trating on symbolic targets 
such as the army and media. 

Mahiout's death coincided 
with toe first anniversary of 
the murder of Said Mekbei,, 
bosse of toe daily Le Matin,' 
who was shot in toe head 
near his office. 



U.S. doctor who 
amputated wrong 
leg suspended* 

TAMPA, Florida (R) — 
Florida health authorities 
have suspended a doctor 
for six months and fined 
him SI 0,000 for mistaken- 
ly cutting off the wrong leg 
of a patient in a botched 
amputation. The Florida 
Board of Medicine also 
gave Dr. Rolando Sanchez 
a formal reprimand, 
imposed two years proba-, 
tion under toe supervision 
of another surgeon, and 
required him to attend a 
class in “risk management 
education.” officials said. . 
“The risk management part 
of the decision is the most 
appropriate," said Dr. Fred 
Reddy, a former president 
of toe Hillsborough County 
Medical Association. Dr. 
Sanchez's medical licence 
was already suspended in 
July alter another patient at. 
a different hospital com- 
plained be had amputated, 
one of her toes without per- 
mission during a foot oper-. 
ation. The wrong-leg 

amputation, which drew 
national attention, occurred 
at Tampa’s University 
Community Hospital last 
February. 

Guard convicted 
of killing woman 
for her shoes 

PHILADELPHIA (R) — A 
former university security 
guard was convicted by a 
U.S. court of murdering a 
woman student 11 years 
ago so he could steal her 
sneakers and socks. David* 
Dickson Jr., 35, faces a life, 
sentence after being found- 
guilty of second-degree 
murder. The 20-year-old 
victim. Deborah Lynn 
Wilson of Woodbury, New 
Jersey, was found dead 
near a campus computer 
lab at Philadelphia’s: 
Drexel University on Nov. 
30, 19S4. Police were puz- 
zled because the only 
things missing were 
Wilson’s shoes and socks. 
Dickson, a guard at the lab, 
was questioned by police, 
but the case was in limbo 
for nearly a decade until, 
police learned that Dickson 
had been discharged from 
'military service because be 
was caught stealing 
women’s shoes. He was 
arrested in June 1993. This 
was Dickson’s second trial. 
The first ended in mistrial 
last spring. 

Wounded monkey 
returns to avenge 
attack 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — A 
monkey which was shot 
and wounded by an angry 
peasant whose crops it 
destroyed in western 
Ethiopia returned a fort- 
night later and attacked the 
farmer, radio Ethiopia 
reported Sunday. The 
fanner was receiving treat- 
ment for severe bites, the 
radio said. 

Israeli army hires 
sex therapists for 
women soldiers 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli army has for the first 
lime hired sex therapists to 
help women soldiers in a 
move which has provoked 
surprise among the female 
ranks, the daily Yediot. 
Aharonoi reported Sunday. 
Letters have gone out to all 
women within the profes- 
sional ranks inviting “those 
with ^problems in their sex 
lives* to consult a therapist 
for ’advice in offices 
opened in several barracks. 
It is not up to our superi- 
ors to be concerned about 
things like this,” comment- 
ed one woman soldier. But 
she hoped it was a sign of a 
more liberal attitude which 
w ould lead to toe end of a 
strict ban on relationships - 
between serving soldiers. 
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